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“A Dusty Old Book”

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: #501 “Give Me the Bible”
Subject: Bible
Objective: To demonstrate the need for and superiority of faith-based morality over man-made morality.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Bible\ADustyOldBook.docx

Introduction:
1. Most Americans revere the Bible…
a. We place our hand upon it and swear to tell the truth in the courtroom (at least on TV)
b. Presidents and other political leaders are often sworn in by placing their hand upon it.
c. It is often quoted at marriage ceremonies to describe the union shared between husband and wife.
d. There are public displays, countless decorations in houses with Bible phrases on them.
e. If there were, say a public desecration of the Bible, like a book burning ceremony, I would expect to see public outcry and protest…
f. The Bible is a time-honored and revered book in our culture.

2. On the other hand few people actually appreciate their Bibles.
a. The Bible is the number one best seller of all-time…
b. But for some reason, people merely want to own one, not read it through!

3. Biblical illiteracy – a growing problem in America - not just by people in the world but also even among Christians.
a. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #3 In a recent study published in Harper’s Magazine they found that:
i. 40% of Americans can name more than four of the 10 commandments
ii. Many people professing to be Christians cannot identify more than two or three of the disciples
iii. Only 50% can cite the authors of the four gospels
iv. 82% of Americans believe that  the phrase, “God helps those who help themselves” is found somewhere in the Bible (it is actually a phrase coined by Ben Franklin).
v. 12% of adults believe that Joan of Arc was Noah's wife
vi. A survey of graduating high school seniors revealed that over 50 percent thought that Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife
vii. A considerable number of respondents to one poll indicated that the Sermon on the Mount was preached by Billy Graham

b. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #4 We live in a nation of people where some 85% claim to be Christian and only 33% say they manage to get to church every week.

c. [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #5 "Increasingly, America is biblically illiterate." - George Barna

4. So, what’s the big deal? Why does it really matter that people no longer have knowledge of what the Bible says?

Body: 
I. Declining Interest In and Respect For the Bible
A. There are a lot of people I have encountered who really seem to see no need to learn what their Bibles say.
1. Many look at it as an old book, no longer applicable.
2. Some look at it as a boring book – might think of the lists of genealogies: [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #6 “Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram.” (Matthew 1:2-3 NKJV) and they see the Bible as little more than old stories – a few with some moral values, like Jesus, who they see was sent to tell us to be nice to each other.

B. I would like to make a correlation:
1. When our country was founded, it was founded on many Biblical principles – many of our laws are based upon the moral code found in the Bible. That code of morals has served us well for many years.
2. In the beginning, colonial schools included readings of the Bible.
3. Even up into the 1900’s many text books used by students contained Bible quotes in them. The famous McGuffy Reader that taught countless students to read also contained several nuggets within its pages, frequently quoting the Bible
4. For decades schools started by instilling values that we could all agree upon – loyalty to God and country.
5. Up through the 20th century, many schools began with a daily Bible reading and the pledge of allegiance.
6. These are days now past, but days remembered when
a. There was less crime – days when people could leave their doors unlocked.
b. There was respect for elders in society, from the youth, especially their teachers.
c. It was a day when neighbors worked together and knew one another.
d. It was a day when it was a shame not to stand up and show your respect for the flag that represented the greatest nation on earth.
e. It was a day when people could pray publically without fear of recourse from the ACLU.
f. All of that changed…
i. In 1948 the ACLU argued the case for separation of church and state to outlaw public prayer in schools. 
ii. In 1963 the Warren Court stopped schools from allowing Bible reading in classes.
iii. In 1980 the Supreme Court ruled that to display the 10 commandments in a school classroom violated the constitution of the United States.
g. Now, without any further comment I will ask you how you feel the direction morality has taken since these events took place…
i. Are your doors unlocked when you leave the house today?
ii. Is there more respect from today’s youth or less?
iii. Do people know and get along with neighbors better or worse?
iv. Is there more patriotism or less?
v. Do you live in a society where you feel that you can express your faith anywhere, at any time, without fear of retaliation? Do you still enjoy that freedom?
h. What happens when a society rejects God’s word? [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #7 (Isa. 5:20)

II. Why Develop Faith in the Words of a Dusty Old Book?
A. By develop, I mean the Encarta Dictionary definition: “to change and grow”.
1. The type of faith that I am speaking of is a real life-changing faith that will affect your world-view. 
2. A faith that touches and changes almost every fiber of your being: how you think, dress, speak, your political views…everything!

B. Many people are not followers because they have not been trained to be followers from their youth.
1. First of all, it has been so far forbidden from any public display that unless people come into contact with it on their own (casual reading, going to worship, etc.), some no longer have any contact with the word at all.
2.  [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #8 (Eccl. 12:1) 
a. The Bible is right – it is important to remember our creator in the days of our youth!
b. There is something to be said about developing godly habits when you are young 
i. We know how important it is to train children how to behave and to start young – to instill values in them!
c. It must start early in the home: An May 2005 edition of [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #9 Standard, The  Magazine: “A REPORT JUST ISSUED BY the Bible Literacy Project (more on this later) suggests that young Americans know very little about the Bible. The report is important, but first things first: A fair number of Americans don't see why teenagers should know anything at all about the Bible.”
d. The problem is simply this: if we want to avoid serious problems in life we must develop a set of morals early-on on life to help us avoid the “pitfalls”.
i. I have encountered a lot of people who have a lot of problems in their lives.
ii. Met a lot of people with, what one might call “drama” or “Chaos” constantly making life challenging or causing them problems.
a.) They come with drug and alcohol problems, problems in relationships with their spouse or problems getting along with others, in their marriages or in the homes.
b.) I have seen families burdened to the point of financial ruin because they did not apply the biblical principles of finances to their lives.
iii. Whatever their problem, the one thing I have found to universally be the problem in EVERY CASE WITHOUT FAIL – they are not following God’s commands…most of the time because they were never taught them from a young age and taught the importance of keeping them!
iv. If they had followed the Biblical mandate in the first place, they would not be in the predicament they were in.
v. And, when they haven’t seen true Christianity demonstrated and lived out in the home, they have never been shown the BENEFITS of being a follower of the word.
vi. Only those who have the word are going to have the instruction to make some of life’s difficult moral choices [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #10 (Psa. 119:165)
vii. And, those who have never been shown the benefits, in turn, do not see the value of teaching them to their children.
viii. God foresaw this attitude would be in man and said this [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #11 (Hos. 4:6)

C. So, why develop faith in this dusty old book?
1. If it is the word of God, and God knows best, He being our designer, the Bible should prove itself to be a guide that never steers us wrong (and it does just that).
2. Illust.
a. Most of us have bought something that requires some assembly.
b. If you are like me, if you can see a picture or know something about the product, you might try to put it together without reading the instructions first.
c. And, if it is very complicated, most of the time I get stuck about mid-way and need to look at the instructions for the answer to how part “D” fits inside of part “H”.

3. Illust.
a. Some of you may know that I have been installing some new front steps in our entry way
b. The set of steps going to the basement fell completely through to the basement.
c. They were not initially installed properly, so the steps broke. Aparrently the carpenter who built them did not have a good knowledge of how to install steps. There were only 2 nails holding the steps in and one was not in well.
d. Now I am reinstalling the steps and, admittedly I do not really know what I am doing.
e. I have really struggled with putting up the handrail to make it sturdy and fit together properly.

4. It is at all of these types of moments like this that I am faced with reality…
i. The reality that I don’t have all of the answers.
ii. That I can’t figure all things out on my own.
iii. Not all things are just “common-sense” answers.
iv. Most of the time I am much better off if I read the instruction manual.
v. The Bible is exactly like that!
a.) God – Creator (Inventor, if you will) of life
b.) He has written an instruction manual to get us through – to help us put all of the pieces together successfully.
c.) If we read it and apply it we will do just fine.
d.) If not, then we are bound to make some mistakes and we shopud expect to have some trouble getting the pieces of life to fit together properly!
5. Now, what happens when it is time to make one of those life-altering decisions in our lives and we haven’t read our instruction manual…
a. Nothing there to guide us but our own decision-making abilities? 
b. (Not too many people are going to give pause and say, “You know I haven’t studied my Bible well enough to know what it says I should be doing. I am going to have to wait until I wait and learn what the Bible says.”)
c. But without the Bible we are blind : [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #12 (Psa. 119:105)
d. If we are not Biblically literate and have the faith that says, “I should do what God wants me to do” then we are bound to make some really poor choices and those choices might affect us for the rest of our lives (or worse yet, for the rest of eternity)!

III. The Bible vs. “Good Morals”
A. For many people today, they believe, so long as I live a good, moral life and teach my children to live that way too, then why do I need to read and apply the Bible to my life?

B. What we are talking about is the difference between man-made morality and faith-based morality. 
1. People who live by man-made morals:
a. Morals can change over time (which means they are not consistent morals at all)
b. When morals are man-made, they can be changed as men deem they need changing.
c. You might feel cursing is wrong today but as time goes on you pick up the habit.
i. Maybe drunkenness was once frowned upon but now it is just a way to socialize, have fun.
ii. Just the opposite could be true – as time goes on, the older one gets, the more they might decide to cling to traditional values.
iii. Illust. 
a.) Knew a friend of ours once who had a grandmother – seemed like a very conservative lady, strict moral values – would never have condoaned sexual promiscuity.
b.) Did the math once and her first child had been born when she was only 16 – before she was married!
c.) Maybe her experience caused her to become more conservative in her morality.

2. How does this differ from faith-based morality?
a. First of all, faith-based morals are based upon the Bible, so what is wrong today is still wrong tomorrow!
b. Secondly, faith-based morality motivates you to act morally even when you believe you can get away with it…
i. : [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #13 (Psa. 139:7-12)
a.) People sometimes try to get away with things when they think no one will catch them…
i.) Children
ii.) Criminals
b.) But God sees everything!
ii. The Bible is like that – the Bible is our guide!
iii. Even when we think no one else will know what we are doing…the person of faith knows that God knows!
c. Here is the major difference:
i. We can live by and teach our children our own man-made morals…
a.) …but when they reach adulthood, they are your values, not theirs.
b.) If you are both adults then their values are equal to yours – just a matter of opinion.
ii. However, if you instill and live by faith-based values…
a.) …like an invisible God who follows you around and sees every move like a caring parent…
b.) …since He is God and you are mere mortal, we can accept : [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] #14 (Isa. 55:9). We can’t just replace God’s moral standards – they are better than anything 


Conclusion:
3. The point I am trying to make is this…learning your the Bible has life-changing benefits!
4. If we only have man-made morals, we know they don’t come from any higher source than we do and so those morals can be bent, ignored and changed to suit us at the moment…without consequence!
5. But faith based morals follow us wherever we go…
a. These morals come from the Supreme Force, so they can’t be overruled…there is nothing better!
b. We know that God sees us, so we know we will answer for violating His moral code!
6. It can mean the difference between having a happy-organized and manageable life…and a life of disorder, heartbreak and chaos

Invitation:
[image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg]#15
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