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“I Am Not Ashamed…
…to say that all churches are not equal.” (Part 2)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, IN February 19, 2012
Scripture Reading: Mk. 8:36-38
Accompanying Song: # “Ring It Out”
Subject: Boldness
Objective: To help the listener to see that all churches are not equal on multiple levels. Only a church that practices truth in Christ can offer the hope of salvation.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Boldness\IAmNotAshamed-Series\6-IANA-ToSayAllChurchesNotEqual_Pt2.docx

Introduction:
1. Have taught series entitled, “I Am Not Ashamed”

2. I suppose I could entitle every sermon from now on with that title, because I am not ashamed to say what the Bible teaches but this will conclude this series for now.

3. I hope this series has encouraged you to have the same boldness…not to be ashamed to proclaim what the Bible says. 

4. It is my prayer that no one has been offended by this short series of lessons. It is not my desire to offend anyone, but to plead that we could all be one…united under the banner of truth! If I have believe anything that is wrong, I am willing to change, but I expect the same attitude from you!

5. We live in an era where the phrase is commonly said, “Join the Church of Your Choice.” I want to encourage you to join the church you can read about in your Bible!

6. We should not be ashamed to say or do what is right!

7. These types of lessons are important for our young people to hear and for us to be reminded of.
a. The church seems to be struggling numerically.
b. It seems to me that we have softened on our preaching and in so doing we are losing our distinctiveness!
c. It is very common for children to grow up, leave the Lord and never come back.
d. Part of the reason is this: if they can’t see WHY the church is important, then why would they want to remain a part of it?

8. Today, even many groups that identify themselves as churches of Christ are hardly distinguishable from any other group that exists in any immediately noticeable way. Could I suggest that is because we are losing our first love…we are drifting away from the New Testament pattern!

9. Let it not be so!

10. Many believers today question whether or not it makes any difference what church one belongs to.

11. I am not ashamed to say that IT ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY DOES!

12. That is why (title slide) I am not ashamed to say that all churches are not equal!
a. We have already alluded to several reasons why all churches cannot be equal.
i. They do not all teach the same things: “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.” (2 Jn. 1:9) Therefore, doctrine matters!
ii. They are not all equal because not all churches bear scriptural names. Names signify relationship. Man-made titles are sectarian. Sectarianism is sinful according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 1:10). They are often disrespectful as well. Men like Martin Luther and John Wesley begged that believers not call themselves after their names!
iii. When you read that Jesus said He would build, what he called “My church” (Mat. 16:18) in the Bible you understand that there is only one that belongs to Him. No matter what doctrine we may be discussing, God has spoken and we simply need to strive to understand what he has said about the matter and follow it.
b. On these two basis’ alone, all churches cannot be equal. 

13.  Let us consider some other reasons why you should not be a part of just ANY CHURCH…

Body:
I. All Churches cannot be equal because all churches do not worship in spirit and in truth.
A. Music:
1. Speaking of proper worship Jesus said, “those who worship Him [God] must worship in spirit and truth." (Jn. 4:24)
2. Jesus also stated in Jn. 17:17 “Your word is truth.”
3. Keeping both of these facts in mind, if we are going to worship any fashion, it must be done according to God’s word.

B. Instrumental Music In Worship:
1. Never mentioned in any scripture within the New Testament
2. (Col. 3:16) “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
a. One cannot teach or admonish with an instrument
b. Singing = the only command; the authorization to play an instrument is absent from every passage in the New Testament
3. Worship: Authority Needed
a. (i.e. “The Bible Doesn’t Say ‘Not To’”)
b. True – but God does not need to tell us every conceivable thing we cannot do; instead we are limited by the things he has authorized us to do
c. Lk. 20 – Jesus’ teaching in the temple and preaching the gospel
i. Chief priests, scribes and Elders confront Him asking Him, “Tell us, by what authority are You doing these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?” (Lk. 20:2)
ii. Even the Jews understood that things should not be taught that one does not have the authority to teach.
d. Example: Uzziah
i. 2 Chr. 26 king Uzziah became king over Judah when he was only 16 years old
ii. Uzziah considered a good king: he “did what was right in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chr. 26:4)
iii. He made war against the Philistines (2 Chr. 26:5) and God help give him victory and he and his kingdom “became exceedingly strong” (2 Chr. 26:7-8) under his rule.
iv. Uzziah’s fall:
a.) “But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.” (2 Chr. 26:16)
b.) The priests tried to stop him saying, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the LORD God." (2 Ch. 26:18)
v. Uzziah became furious but the priests would forbid him.  Verse 19 tells us “while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the incense altar.” (2 Ch. 26:19)
a.) No passage of scripture or part of the law expressly forbid kings from burning incense to the Lord in the temple.  
i.) How then could it be sinful for King Uzziah to do so?
ii.) We CAN read where the high priest was instructed to burn incense (Ex. 30:7)
b.) Based on the silence of the scriptures.
c.) If God never authorized it it was, in effect, forbidden.
vi. The message is clear: not all inventions of man’s heart are acceptable in worship to God. 
vii. If someone worships contrary to the clear pattern set forth in the scriptures, he is acting presumptuously and sinfully.
C. Lord’s Supper:
1. We are commanded by Jesus, “…do this in remembrance of Me." (Lk. 22:19)
2. How often? They may have taken it daily, monthly or sporratically. We do not know for certain. We have but one clue written of the disciples (Ac. 20:7) which tells us, “on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread.”
3. I cannot prove it is right to take the Lord’s supper on any other day, but I have an approved example of the apostles partaking of it “on the first day of the week.”
4. If we want to be certain that we are partaking of it properly, then we need to learn to be satisfied doing things by ways that we can read about in the Bible.
5. No passage of the Bible could prove any other time to be authorized by God.  Therefore we should be content to partake of it on the first day of the week as is revealed in inspired scripture.

D. Other Forms Of Worship Suggested Today: 
1. Entertainment passed off as worship:
a. Rock bands “Christian” concert I attended
a.) They Promoted it as Worship (multiple times) – some song lyrics suggested we were worshipping
b.) Women leaders in worship – song
c.) Praying to Jesus
d.) Inappropriate dress (audience & performers)
e.) Men w/long hair
f.) Prayer to “accept Jesus into your heart” to be saved
g.) 20 – something year old “pastor” who prayed “God, IF you are real, and you are…”
h.) Band of “Christians” dressed for show – Christians supposed to be humble
i.) They repeatedly said to the audience, “And the church said…” and the audience responded “Amen”
i.) If the church, then why was there a charge to get in?
ii.) Why were people buying/selling merchandise
j.) Attempt to be as much like a worldly rock band as possible
k.) People claiming to be Christians seemed to blindly accept all of this
b. Choirs
c. Bell ringing
d. Plays
e. Etc.
2. Because none of these match the new testament pattern of worship they would not be authorized

II. All Churches cannot be equal because all churches do not teach the proper behavior of a Christian.
A. Drinking Encouraged:
1. www.biblestudy.org lists several reasons why drinking is acceptable for Christians:
a. Christians had to have drank wine at the Lord’s Supper because it represents Christ’s blood (life) and fermented wine "is active or "living" just as our blood.”
b. Paul Told Timothy to drink wine (1 Tim. 5:23)
c. They cite recent research citing that drinking in moderation to be healthy
d. They cite that the only reason John the baptist did not drink was because he was under a Nazarite vow
e. Jesus was called a “winebibber” (Mat. 11:19) thus they conclude that Jesus drank alcoholic wine
f. They also called Jesus “Beelzebub” (Mat. 10:25) Did that make it so?
g. (Proverbs 23:32-35)

B. Sexual Immorality Embraced
1. Homosexuality: “After twenty-five years of deliberation, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Church Council has abolished its anti-gay policies, effective immediately. Following from discussions at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly last summer, the ELCA will now allow people in same-sex relationships to serve as rostered leaders. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) human beings are no longer considered abominations but blessed church members with full standing.”  - http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-dr-cindi-love/the-lutheran-church-embra_b_543142.html
2. Cohabitation rarely addressed in many instances (in fact, a brief perusing on the internet indicated more “Christian” disapproval of cohabitation than homosexuality)

III. All churches are not equal because all do not have a biblical work.
A. Appealing to Carnal-Mindedness 
· “Exciting & Fun” Entertainment
· I Once Received a Card Inviting Me to “church in a new way…where you won’t be preached at.” 
· Door Prizes
· Lottery/Bingo
· “Trunk or Treat”  (Halloween)
· Free Auto Check
· Dinners
· Christmas/Super Bowl Parties 
· Games: Flag Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Mixers, Pictionary
· Financial Planning Seminars
· Sponsorship of Scouts
· Drama Skits, Continental Breakfast, Luncheon & Fashion Show
· Church-Sponsored Christian Camps/Colleges
· Business Professionalism Lectures
· This is the work of the church?

B. In the Bible I can read about the churches involvement in :
1. Benevolence (Rom. 15:26)
2. Evangelism (2 Tim. 4:5)
3. Edification (Rom. 14:19)
4. But I cannot read about the things mentioned in many modern churches today.

II. All Churches cannot be equal some are not selective in areas fellowship.
A. Some teach all religions are equal.
“We consider all faith and spiritual traditions as paths toward One God.”
– Interfaith Community Church (Vision Statement) 
B. (Ephesians 4:4-5) “There is …one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith…” 
C. (John 8:24)  “…you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."  (NKJV)
D. (Revelation 21:8)  "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

Conclusion:
I. When we believe all churches are equal, we are essentially subscribing to the belief that:
A. Christians:
1. When they became a Christian does not matter (infant, adult, before baptism, in baptism, etc.)
2. How they claim to have become a Christian does not matter (point of belief, at point of baptism, etc.).
3. How they behave as a Christian does not matter (drink, fornicators, homosexuals, etc. “come as you are” [we won’t ask you to change] mentality).
B. Church:
1. Why they do what they do does not matter (source of authority) and therefore...
2. What they believe and teach doesn’t matter and therefore…
3. How they identify themselves does not matter.
4. What the work of the church is does not matter.
5. How they worship doesn’t matter.
6. In some cases, WHEN they worship does not matter.
7. Who they extend fellowship to does not matter.
8. As you can see,  these may not matter to some, but they matter to GOD! 
9. The question is, DO THEY MATTER TO YOU?

Invitation:
I. All churches cannot be equal because they do not all teach the truth about salvation!
A. Infant or Adult (Slide)
B. Billy Graham:
1. “Baptism does not save us.” - Daily Oklahoman (Sept. 26, 1978, p. 8) What about 1 Pet. 3:21, Mr. Graham?
2.  “The Bible says, If any man is in Christ (by believing) he is a new creature; old things have passed away; behold all things are become new.” - My Answer, Billy Graham (But the Bible nowhere says men believe into Christ.) 

C. Sam Morris:
“We take the position that a Christian's sins do not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul... All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may per-form will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger... The way a man lives has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul... The way I live has nothing whatsoever to do with the salvation of my soul" – Sam Morris, Do a Christian’s Sins Damn His Soul?

D. Biblical plan of salvation:
1. You need to have a limited amount of understanding for “But without faith it is impossible to please Him [God]” – Heb. 11:6
2. That faith must come by hearing God’s word – Rom. 10:17
3. Jesus said we will die in our sins if we do not believe in Him – Jn. 8:24
4. Unless we repent we shall perish – Luke 13:3
5. Unless we are willing to confess Jesus before men we cannot be saved – Romans 10:9
6. We must be baptized in or be saved – 1 Peter 3:11
7. We must continue serving God faithfully if we want to be saved – Col. 1:22-23
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