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“I Am Not Ashamed…
…to say that I am a member of a church of Christ”

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Feb. 10, 2012
Scripture Reading: Psa. 25:1-5
Accompanying Song: # “God’s Family”
Subject: Church, Name of
Objective: To discuss the importance of the descriptive title the church identifies itself by.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Boldness\IAmNotAshamed-Series\5-IANA-ToBeMember_coC.docx

Introduction:
1. I have been preaching a series entitled, “I Am Not Ashamed.”
a. There seems to be, in some circles…whispers among some members…almost a question that seems to arise quietly in conversations.
b. Some Christians have begun to question whether we have been in the wrong for taking a stand upon certain doctrinal issues in the past. 

2. The purpose of this series has been to encourage us to never allow others to make us feel ashamed for standing for what is right!

3. In this lesson, I wanted to begin to address the common belief that many people profess that is at the heart of this issue.  When people want to question whether or not we should take a stand on doctrinal issues, what they are really implying is that all churches are equal.

4. An important issue: Equal: “having the same effect, application, or meaning as somebody or something else” – Encarta Dictionary
a. In other words, in order for two or more things to be “equal” they must be able to produce the exact same effect as another church
b. Let us acknowledge that saved = church
i. (Ac. 2:47) The Lord adds those who are saved to the church; thus one cannot be saved w/being a member of the church and one cannot truly be a member of the church w/o being saved!
ii. The church is the body (Col. 1:24b) and Christ is the Savior of that body.
iii. Therefore, if the church = the saved, one must conclude that it is extremely important that one be a member of the body of saved individuals, whomever they may be!
iv. It is our desire to strive to match the Biblical pattern to be just such people!

5. We should not ashamed to say I am not ashamed to say I am a member of a church of Christ!
a. Clarification: The lesson I am about to preach HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH AFFILIATION WITH A PARTICULAR DENOMINATION.

Body: 
I. It is important to know why we do what we do (1 Pet. 3:15).
A. People will have questions about our faith. Whatever we believe, teach or do we need to be able to offer an answer for why we do what we do.

B. For example, if we were to become a member of the local Kiwanis group. What if someone asked you what “Kiwanis” means? 
1. The name "Kiwanis" was coined from an expression in an American Indian language of the Detroit area, "Nunc Kee-wanis," which means, "we trade" or "we share our talents."
2. When I was little I heard someone use an crude word. I didn’t understand what it meant, but I understood how it was used in the context I heard it. 
a. One day, in frustration, my mother heard me use the expletive. 
b. She asked me if I knew what it meant. I said “no.” She explained to me what it meant. 
c. I was shocked to learn I was using some pretty vulgar language. 
d. I now knew if I kept using it, I’d be having soap for supper. It is important to understand what we are doing. 
3. We shouldn’t identify ourselves as something if we don’t know what it means or subscribe to that particular title.

II. All we do must be done by the authority of Christ.
A. (Col. 3:17) Whatever one does must be done “in the name of Christ” (i.e. with His authorization). 

B. The name is found in the Bible (Rom. 16:16).
1. Not to say it is the only name that could be used:
2. Among other things it is called:
a. The "church of the Lord" (Acts 20:28)
b. The "church of God" (1 Corinthians 1:2)
c. The "household of God" (Ephesians 2:19)
d. The "household of Faith" (Galatians 6:10)
e. The "kingdom" (Acts 28:23,31)
3. Therefore this isn’t an argument meant to say, “The church building must have the name ‘church of Christ’” on it or you are going to Hell!”
4. I do not believe any singular identifying phrase was ever intended to be the sole identifying phrase used to identify the Lord’s church. The names on this list are moreso “descriptors” than they are actual “titles.”
5. However, what this is about is a call to have authority for all that we do. Regardless of what we call ourselves, it must be represented in scripture.

C. Since man-made names cannot be found in the scriptures, they should never be used!

III. Jesus is the purchaser/founder of the church.
A.  Names can also signify ownership. 
1. If you go to a place known as “Bob’s Diner,” it doesn’t require a degree in quantum physics to deduce who probably owns that diner.
2. In town, out local funeral home is the Ochs-Tetrick Funeral Home. Lou Tetrick owns that funeral home. I once asked him about the history of the business and the relationship of the name “Ochs” to his and he said, “I paid a lot of money for that name.” Lou was savy enough to know that Mr. Ochs (the former owner) had done a lot to build a name for his business. I don’t know of anyone more conscientious about his business than Lou. Lou wanted people to know that high-quality, trustworthy service would continue after Mr. Ochs was gone, so he paid a premium to keep Mr. Ochs’ name on the business. The name signifies the passing of a torch from Mr. Ochs to Lou Tetrick. You know whose business it is by the name.

B.  (Ac. 20:28; Mat. 16:18) Jesus established the church. Therefore it is His. 
1. For the same reason Bob would get upset with you changing the name of his diner so long as he owned it, we should not pretend to designate ownership to someone else.

IV. …a name signifies relationship.
A. Though some may see this as a “nit-picky” argument, I would like for you that names matter.

B. What we name our children matters:
a. Some parents think for months trying to decide upon the names for their newborn child. 
b. We do see many Bible names popularized: James, John, Paul, Peter (these men all served largely as POSITIVE examples, so we have adopted their names for our own children)
c. Yet, how many boys have you met named Herod, Judas or Ahab?
d. We have popularized Mary, Martha, and Ruth but how many girls do you know named Jezebel, Bathsheba or Herodias?
2. Names matter:
a. Would you mind if your wife took my last name for her own? 
i. After all, neither one of you should mind if there is nothing in a name!
ii. The church, in Rev. 21 & 22 are referred to as the “Bride of Christ.” She should have the name of no man other than the Savior!

C. Names Signify Relationship
1. (Eph. 3:14-15) The church is the “family” of God. God’s family should bear no name other than that of His Son!
2. Identifying ourselves with titles like “Christian” or “church of Christ” signify allegiance to Christ.
a. If so, what does calling ourselves after the name of some man or after some doctrine mean? 
i. Recall that believers began identifying themselves as “Christians” (Ac. 11:26) and “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16) in the first century. 
a.) What would motivate someone to change that?
b.) In Ac. 11:26 the words, “were called” are translated from a Greek word meaning “called by a divine utterance.” In other words, they were called that by divine inspiration. Seems to be a fulfillment of prophecy (Isa. 62:2).
ii. If one changed their name to represent some man or doctrine, would that not signify allegiance to a man or a doctrine instead of  Christ?

V. …man-made titles are sinful.
A. It denies the prayer Christ had for his followers. 
1. Jesus prayed saying, “…Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are.” (John 17:11) 
2. In fact, he prayed for their unity again in verses twenty-one and twenty three again.

B. Name-calling is divisive. The scriptures expressly condemn sectarianism. 
1. 1 Cor. 1:10 Paul pleads with the Corinthian brethren, saying, “by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 
2. We are not supposed to be divided in matters of what we believe or the judgments we make. Paul exhorts his audience to be unity at Eph. 4:3-6 “There is one body… one hope… one faith”
a. 1 Cor. 11:18-19 describes that the church at Corinth was suffering from the problem of sectarianism. Paul demonstrates how all beliefs are not equal saying, “…when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized among you.”
b. Romans 12:16 “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.” Quite often men are not divided over what the scriptures SAY but over their OPINIONS. 
i. We could have unity if we were all willing to 
a.) Agree to agree upon what the scriptures say and 
b.) Allow liberty in matters of judgment about what CANNOT BE PROVEN! 
c.) Dividing over traditions, personal preferences and opinions is ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY SINFUL! Shame on those who engage in such things!
3. The first century church had so authorized sectarian divisions within it!
4. The fact is, God never needed to name the church because He never intended for there to be divisions in it. The only descriptors really necessary to speak about the church were geographical names to know which particular group within the united body of saints one was speaking of:
a. “church which was at Jerusalem” (Ac. 8:1) Note: On the day there were 3000 converted, yet there is still only mention of one church at Jerusalem.
b. “the church that was at Antioch” (Ac. 13:1)
c. “To the church of God which is at Corinth” (1 Cor. 1:2)
d.  “the church of the Thessalonians in God” (1 Thess. 1:1)
e.  “at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the church” (Ac. 18:22) Note: there weren’t several churches to greet there. There was no need for distinction because they were all UNITED!
f. The unity is the reason you hear the phrase “the church” mentioned in scripture
i. “the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (Ac. 2:47) 
ii. “God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers…” (1 Cor. 12:28) Which denomination did He do this for? For none! For all! There was no distinction between believers. God intended for them all to believe and teach the same things and have the same mind and judgment, so He gave only one pattern that should suffice for all!
iii. “Moon” Illust.
a.) Have you ever wondered why we haven’t named the moon? We just call it “THE moon.”
b.) Saturn has 60 moons. We have named them all.
c.) Jupiter has 63 moons. Each of them bears a unique title.
d.) Yet we have not named our own moon. Why? Because you need not name what there is only ONE OF!
iv. There is only mention of ONE church because they saw no distinction among themselves. Each saw themselves part of a greater whole (often referred to as the “universal church”)
5. Some people become upset/defensive when the concept of the one true church is mentioned. Yet those same people have no problem accepting the concept of the one true God and want those of other religions to accept that as truth! Isn’t it funny when we expect of other people what we are not willing to do ourselves?

C. Unity cannot exist under the name of a mere man or a doctrine. Names derived by men will always be disagreed upon. Unity on this issue can only be achieved by letting the scriptures choose the name for us!

D. It gives the sinner yet another reason to doubt the truth. When we are divided, people use that as evidence to believe that the Bible cannot be understood alike.

VI. …Christ is a name above all others.
A. It is presumptuous to assume one could think of a better designation for the church than one recorded within the scriptures (Phil. 2:9-10).

B. (Ac. 4:12) “Christ” is the only name by which men may be saved, making it a far superior choice to all others!

VII. …sectarian names are often disrespectful to the men after whom the denomination was named.
A. It often dishonors the wishes of men after whom the denominations are named.

B. “I pray you, leave my name alone, and do not call yourself Lutherans, but Christians. Who is Luther? My doctrine is not mine. I have not been crucified for any one. Saint Paul would not that any one should call themselves of Paul, nor of Peter, but of Christ. How then does it befit me, a miserable bag of dust and aches to give my name to the children of Christ? Cease, my dear friends, to cling to those party names and distinctions -- away with them all and let us call ourselves only Christians, after Him from whom our doctrine comes. It is quite proper that the Papists should bear the name of their party; because they are not content with the name and doctrine of Jesus Christ, they will be Papists besides. Well, let them own the Pope, as he is their master. For me, I neither am, nor wish to be, the master of anyone.” - Martin Luther

C. “I would to God all party names were forgotten.” – John Wesley

D. Smyth did not want the Baptists to call themselves as such.

Conclusion:
A. Though more could be said, I have offered seven reasons why the names we wear are not insignificant matters.
B. If it mattered to God to identify us in a particular way, then it ought to matter to us as well.
C. One name is as good as another...all man-made names are equally wrong!

Invitation:
1. Maybe you have heard enough and want to become part of a group of people, the saved, who strive to do Bible things in Bible ways and call biblical things by biblical names.
2. If that is true, then we would be overjoyed to have you.
3. If you have never become part of the Lord’s body of people by believing, repenting and being baptized
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