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“I Am Not Ashamed…
…to say that doctrine matters .”

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, IN February 4, 2012
Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 3:14-17
Accompanying Song: # “I Shall Not Be Moved”
Subject: Doctrine
Objective: To demonstrate that A) proper doctrine is important B) it must match the biblical pattern of sound words.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Boldness\IAmNotAshamed-Series\3-IANAToSayThatDoctrineMatters.docx

Introduction:
1. Series I have been teaching has addressed concerns many have within the church.
a. Many people feel a bit awkward when asked where they go to church.
b. Little feeling in the back of mind that they are conscious of what others might think when they learn we are members of that little group that meets in Orleans…
i. The group that doesn’t practice instrumental music in its worship services (Don’t they know David praised God in the O.T. with the instrument? Havent they read Psa. 150?).
ii. That group that believes they shouldn’t eat in the building (Those people are old-fashioned antis that do not know how to attract the masses and enjoy one another’s fellowship!).
iii. That group that teaches that one must be baptized to be saved (they believe grandma is in Hell just because she didn’t get into a tub of water!)

2. In previous lessons I tried to demonstrate that there is nothing to be ashamed of being a member of a faithful church. Yes, it will make us different, but if we are going to be a faithful Christian/congregation we MUST be different – different from the world, different from false teachers and different from false religions!

3. Last lesson focused upon not being ashamed of being doctrinally different. 
a. According to the World Christian Encyclopedia, published by Oxford University Press, they count 33,820 protestant denominations and over 10,000 religions, 150 of which have one million or more followers.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Richard N. Ostling, Associated Press, 19 May 2001] 

b. Regardless of who we associate with, we will be different. The important thing therefore is to be honest, diligent students so we are different because we understand and practice the truth, rather than just being another number to add to the growing statistic of religious division in the world.

4. Our lesson today will focus upon the IMPORTANCE of DOCRINE (Title). WHAT we hold fast in matters of faith, doctrine and practice really does matter.

Body: 
I. Doctrine Matters!
A. Troubling trend exists among those professing to be believers today – they refuse to study their Bibles with you in order to help one another understand the truth! “I don’t want to argue about religion!” Seems to be a popular feeling.

B. Doctrine, according to John’s words, definitely matters: (2 John 1:9-10) “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him”


C. If doctrine did not matter how could we make sense of the following: (2 Tim. 4:2) “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”

D. Proper Doctrine = Beneficial (1 Tim. 4:6b) “nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.”
1. Nourishes us; unbiblical doctrine is equivalent of spiritual poison
2. Doctrine must be carefully followed
3. (1 Tim. 4:16) “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” 

E. Important to Know Proper Doctrine (2 Tim. 2:15 KJV) Study to show ourselves approved

II. Our Doctrine Must Be God’s Doctrine
A. There are some who insist each person may believe as they wish, and God will accept it.
B. All doctrines not equal or right to obey: (Ephesians 4:14) that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,  (NKJV)


C. Paul warned against other doctrines: (1 Timothy 1:3) As I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine,  (NKJV)


D. Peter said, (1 Pet. 4:11) 
1. “oracles”  = not a word we often use; Gk. literally means “utterance”
2. Meaning easy to understand when we read the World English Bible: “If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God. If anyone serves, let it be as of the strength which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
3. Often, in my preaching, you will notice that when I say things, you will see that I strive to say them as exactly as they appear on the page of my Bible. It is much more difficult to disagree with COMPREHENSION of words on a page than it is to disagree with their INTERPRETATION of scripture.

III. Doctrine Must Not Change
A. We live in an era where churches have councils, synods, the Vatican and other man-made organizations that vote to change long-standing doctrines based upon solid biblical teaching. 
1. The Associated Press reported about one such instance within the Episcopalian Church saying, “The Episcopal Church moved Monday toward affirming their acceptance of gays and lesbians for all roles in ministry, despite pressure from fellow Anglicans worldwide for a decisive moratorium on consecrating another openly gay bishop.”

“Bishops at the Episcopal General Convention in Anaheim, Calif., voted 99-45 with two abstentions for a statement declaring "God has called and may call" to ministry gays in committed lifelong relationships.
2. I want you to notice, they are not voting to change their stance because they have studied the scripture and have concluded they were previously wrong. They were considering revising their earlier decision to accept gays because, “Leaders of the Anglican Communion have been pushing Episcopalians to roll back their support for gays and lesbians since 2003, when the U.S. denomination consecrated the first openly gay bishop, V. Gene Robinson of New Hampshire.”
3. Thus they are not reconsidering what they believe based upon what weight scriptural arguments bear, but rather for pure political pressures!

B. We are forewarned in the Bible that many will stray from what the scriptures teach: (2 Timothy 4:3-4) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  (NKJV)
1. People will believe what they want to
2. If the man they have does not teach what they want to hear, they will find someone who does!

C. If truth can change, how can it be truth at all?!?

D. (Jn. 7:16) It is not OURS TO CHANGE!

E. (1 Tim. 1:3) Paul commanded Timothy “I urged you when I went into Macedonia--remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine” 

F. (Tit. 2:1) If not all doctrine is “sound doctrine” then not all doctrine is equal! 

G. (Tit. 2:7-8)
1. “in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility”
2. The only way to lose the integrity or to corrupt something is to alter it
3. We need to make certain we speak from a heart of gentleness, patience, and care for a person’s soul, but we must balance that with the understanding that there will simply be those who have NO INTEREST in hearing the truth or obeying it!

H. Doctrine must not change because doctrine is important!

I. What if we do change our doctrine? 

1. (1 Jn. 2:4-6) 
2. If you will not submit to the commands of the Lord, you do not really love Him!

IV. Do Not Be Ashamed of Bible Doctrine!
A. Doctrine must be preached at ALL TIMES (2 Tim. 4:1-4)

B. Having proper doctrine does not give license for unkindness (Eph. 4:15a) “speaking the truth in love”

C. When Peter was wrong, Paul “withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed” (Gal. 2:11)

D. Come, let us reason together:
1. Paul reasoned with those he tried to teach (Ac. 17:2; 19:8)
2. Jesus reasoned with those in err (Matthew 22:41-43ff)
3. We need to reason together. Often the problem is, men become UNREASONABLE!

Conclusion:
1. I think, with the scriptures presented in this lesson, it should be abundantly clear to us that:
a. Doctrine matters
b. If we want to be faithful children of God, our doctrine must be sound Bible doctrine
c. That doctrine must not change
d. If we are not willing to follow the doctrine of God, then we do not really love Him!
2. Therefore, I am not ashamed to say that doctrine matters!

Invitation:
1. Doctrine is important, if for no other reason that pure, true, Bible doctrine is the ONLY DOCTRINE that can help us understand how to be saved!
2. (Rom. 6:17) It is only when we obey Bible doctrine from the heart that we are led to the answer of how to be saved.
3. If you would like to learn what you need to do to be saved we would like to share those verses of Bible doctrine with you. Let us know as we stand together and sing this song to encourage you to obey 
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