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“I Am Not Ashamed…
…to say that doctrine matters.”

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, IN Jan. 29, 2012
Scripture Reading: Rom. 1:16-25
Accompanying Song: #573 “I Shall Not Be Moved”
Subject: Boldness
Objective: To help the listener see there is no need to be ashamed to take a stand upon scriptural doctrine.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Topical Sermons\Boldness\IAmNotAshamed-Series\IAmNotAshamed-ToSayThatDoctrineMatters-2.docx

Introduction:
1. Continuing a short series entitled, “I Am Not Ashamed”
a. Series designed to encourage us to think about the embarrassment or uncomfortable feelings some people us feel when they are asked where they attend worship
b. Embarrassment from being associated with a church of Christ, the group known for 
i. Strange, different beliefs/practices
ii. The ones who preach that everyone who hasn’t gotten into a tub of water is going to Hell
iii. The ones who are so arrogant -  they think they are the ONLY ones going to Heaven; the only ones who have the truth!
iv. We are the weird people who teach that it is wrong to eat in the building or worship using the instrument
v. That is how some have come to see us. Of course not all of those views are entirely correct.
vi. Because of the doctrinal stands we take we are viewed as closed-minded, pharisaical, bigoted or judgmental. 

2. People, by nature, feel pressure to fit in
a. They don’t want to be different, the outcast, the object of confrontation or criticism. 
b. Many people cave in under pressure and simply resolve to conform to the world that surrounds us!
3. We need to ask ourselves the right questions:
a. Not: “What must I do to get along with others in the world to make everyone like me.”
b. Must ask: “What does the Bible tell me that the Lord demands of me if I am to be counted worthy to be called a child of God?”
4. In a previous lesson I spent time describing how being a Christian, BY DEFINITION, means that we are going to be considered different if we are faithful:
a. Christianity makes some statements that reveal it to be a religion that is VERY EXCLUSIVE
i. Jesus is the only way to Heaven (Jn. 14:6)
ii. Several statements are judgmental of sin (i.e. 1 Cor. 6:9-10)
iii. When you tell people in the world Christianity is the ONLY way and that the sins they are committing are wrong, be prepared for a tongue lashing!
b. Christians are different
i. In the Bible words were used to describe Christians calling them “the way” (a different way), a “sect” (Ac. 24:14) and a group that was “spoken against everywhere” (Ac. 28:22)
ii. The very fact that Ac. 11:16 tells us that “the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” indicates they earned this name to identify that these people were different from the Jews, from the Romans, etc.
iii. Jesus warned His disciples that they would be hated (Jn. 15:18-19) just as the world had hated Him
iv. (Jn. 15:20) We are promised that persecutions would come to those who keep Christ’s word!
v. Christians, by definition, are very different
1. From false religion: The Bible speaks of false (“useless”) religion and a “pure and  undefiled religion” (Jas. 1:26-27); if one practices a “useless religion,”  then it will be very different from the true religion! By nature, it MUST BE!
2. From those who teach falsely: The Bible speaks of false teachers. If there are false teachers, then the teachings of those who teach truth WILL BE distinctly different from those who teach error by the very definition of false teaching!
3. From the rest of the world: For the Christian, friendship with the world is impossible (Jas. 4:4)! 
5. TITLE: I am not ashamed to say that doctrine matters!
a. Some today question whether or not it really matters what one believes.
b. In this lesson, we hope to answer that question.

Body: 
I. Can we all see and understand the Bible alike? Yes!
A. Some claim the Bible cannot be understood the same by every person.

B. The Bible indicates that it is meant to be understood alike by every man:
1. We Are Commanded to Have Unity of Belief: 
a. (1 Cor. 1:10) How could we have unity having “the same mind and in the same judgment” if universal interpretation was not possible?
b. (1 Pet. 3:8) “all of you be of one mind”
c. (Phil. 2:2) “being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”
d. To be united in thought means we must understand the Bible alike
2. The scriptures were written to be understood “by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), (Ephesians 3:3-4)
3. “whatever things were written before were written for our learning” (Romans 15:4)

C. Argument: “It’s all a matter of interpretation. The Bible cannot be understood alike.” 
1. Such a statement blames God! 
2. As if to say God wrote the Bible so cryptic, so confusing that man simply cannot all make sense of it and agree about what it says…that MUST be the reason that men cannot see it alike!
3. (2 Pet. 1:19-21)  “no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
4. (1 Cor. 14:33) “God is not the author of confusion but of peace!” 
a. If we are arguing/dividing into sects, God  is not the one to blame – man is! 
b. If we believe differently, we need to study to find out what is right!

D. Argument: “Every person has a right to his/her own belief. It does not matter what one believes, so long as they are sincere.”
1. All doctrines are NOT EQUAL:
a. The Bible speaks of doctrines that must be opposed/rejected:
i. Doctrines of false prophets (Mat. 7:15)
ii. Doctrine of the Pharisees and the Sadducees (Mat. 16:12)
iii. Doctrines of men (Col. 2:20-23)
iv. Doctrines of demons (1 Tim. 4:1)
v. Doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2:14)
vi. Doctrine of Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:15)
vii. Doctrine of Jezebel (Rev. 2:20)

2. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
a. Now consider what Paul told Timothy scripture was good for:
i. Doctrine - to teach us WHAT to believe
ii. Reproof - to make us realize what is WRONG in our lives
iii. Correction – to get us back on track when we have strayed
iv. Instruction in righteousness – to teach us how to live right in the eyes of God
v.  To make us “perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” - Perfect , Thoroughly equipped – needing nothing else
b. Now consider this:
i. If there is something specific we must believe, then it matters what we believe
ii. If some things are wrong, then it matters what we believe
iii. If we need to be corrected, then it matters what we believe
iv. If we must be instructed to know what is right then, by definition, other things are wrong! If that is true, IT M ATTERS WHAT ONE BELIEVES!
c. Listen to the words of Jesus (Mat. 7:13-14)
i. There is a “narrow” path to walk on this life (not everything is allowed on this path)
ii. There is also a “broad path” that lead to destruction

E. Argument: “I don’t want to offend anyone!”
1. How do you think you will stand for the truth without offending anyone if Jesus Himself could not do so (cf. Mat. 15:12; 24:9-10; Lk. 7:23)?
2. Want to be neutral? Let’s see if you CAN take a neutral stand on an issue…
3. Law of Non-Contradiction: Two men cannot teach the opposite doctrine and both be right in the same way at the same time.
a. Baptism is not necessary to be saved: “One of the most nagging questions in Christianity is whether or not baptism is necessary for salvation. The answer is a simple, "No, water baptism is not necessary for salvation." – Matt Slick, Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://carm.org/is-baptism-necessary-salvation on 1-27-2012] 

b. Baptism is necessary for salvation (adults are the only subjects): “God has also plainly told us in His word that baptism is essential for the salvation of man's soul.” – William J. Stewart[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.lookinguntojesus.net/baptism.htm on 1-27-2012] 

c. Adults are the only subjects of baptism: “‘the early Church baptized adults only’…An infant is not a subject of the baptism ordained by God in His Holy Word.”  - David J. Riggs[footnoteRef:3] [3:  http://oakridgechurch.com/riggs/infantba.htm on 1-27-2012] 

d. Baptism is necessary for both adults as well as infants to be saved: “In reality, the Bible indicates that infants are to be baptized, that they too are meant to inherit the kingdom of heaven” - Robert H. Brom, Catholic Bishop of San Diego[footnoteRef:4] [4:  http://www.catholic.com/tracts/infant-baptism on 1-27-2012] 

a.) Take a neutral stand on this issue, I DARE YOU! Which is neutral? 
i.) Shall we agree with those who say baptism is not necessary? Then you stand opposed to those who say it is.
ii.) Shall we stand with those who say baptism is necessary for salvation? If you do, you stand opposed to those 
ii. The same thing is true of EVERY OTHER DOCTRINE MAN IS TO FOLLOW…God said one thing and ONE THING ONLY. It is up to us to study to determine what he said. 
4. You might as well get used to offending someone, Christian! It is impossible to take a neutral stand on ANY ISSUE!
5. Pick which crowds you are going to make mad and make sure the Lord is not in it!
6. Note: those taking a different position than you do not appear to worry if THEY ARE OFFENDING YOU!
7. We must be reminded that even when we are right, there are those out there who will still call us wrong (Isa. 5:20; Mat. 10:25-28).
8. If you say we should not judge, the argument is nonsensical.
a. Why? Because you are judging those who DO judge! (You are making the judgment that they cannot judge others! You have judged those who say we must make judgments.)
9. If you say we should allow each person to have his/her own belief, realize that this cannot be done.
a. In fact, the very phrase is an impossibility – an oxymoron - nonsensical.
b. What if my belief is that each person DOES NOT HAVE A RIGHT TO HIS/HER OWN BELIEFS?
c. If you say I must allow each person to have their own belief, then you are forbidding me to have the belief that each person does not have that right!

F. Argument: “Doctrine is divisive!”
1. Mk. 7 records how the Pharisees came to Jesus complaining about the disciples eating without washing their hands before eating
i. The tradition of the elders was to ceremonially cleanse themselves in a man-made act of self-righteousness. Mk. 7:3
ii. They washed their hands, cups, pitchers, copper vessels and even their couches.
iii. They “found fault” with the disciples for doing this (Mk. 7:2)
iv. This tradition had absolutely no origin in the word of God, much like many of the traditional doctrines men have today.
v. Jesus condemned them, calling them hypocrites. Why? Because they claimed to honor God with their mouths but their heart was far from honoring the Lord!
vi. The reason? Mk. 7:7-9 Jesus then continues to point out how they have neglected the law of Moses.
vii. While they insisted on their man-made traditions, they showed little concern that they had violated the scriptural pattern God had established for them! Sound familiar to our time?
b. Learn to ask the question: which is the innovation? (That is, which doctrine is a departure from the divine pattern?)
c. Consider the number of doctrinal arguments that exist over things that simply ARE NOT IN THE Bible:
i. Infant baptism
ii. Sinners prayer
iii. Instrumental music in New Testament worship
iv. Partaking of the Lord’s supper on a day other than the first day of the week
v. Social activities as a work/focus of the local congregation
vi. Forcing the assembly to support non-saints from a treasury
vii. Church-sponsored Bible camps
viii. Denominationalism
ix. Centralized Oversight of the church (synods, conventions, etc.)
x. Inter-faith movements
xi. Pope, Cardinals, Arch-Bishops and Priests 
xii. Single pastor over the congregation
xiii. Sprinkling or pouring = baptism
xiv. Foot washing as part of New Testament worship
xv. Missionary & benevolent societies
xvi. Women teachers in the church
xvii. Church-sponsored widows & orphans homes
xviii. Homosexual Christians/“clergy”
xix. The sponsoring church arrangement
xx. Church creeds
xxi. Church committees
xxii. Democratic voting process within the church
xxiii. All of these things are destined to divide men because men will NEVER agree on opinions but we can agree if we can read it in the Bible because it is WHAT God SAID! They are fundamentally flawed because they are not based upon the wrong foundation!
2. DOCTRINE IS NOT DIVISIVE – MEN ARE DIVISIVE!

Conclusion:
A. If matters of religious faith and practice do not matter:
1. Passages warning against false teachers become nonsensical.
2. Warnings to heed doctrine become irrelevant
3. It makes even defining who a Christian is an impossibility.
4. It voids scriptures that tell us the Bible can be understood alike.
5. Faith does not come by hearing God’s word (Rom. 10:17)
6. It makes nonsense of Paul’s letters to various churches describing things they needed to change and others they needed to accept.
7. It nullifies the need to do anything WHATSOEVER!

Invitation:
1. I do not want you to be ashamed. Not ashamed to be a Christian. 
2. (1 Cor. 15:34) Paul encouraged them to be ashamed of their sins.
3. If you ARE a Christian, you need not be ashamed of your sins if you have repented of them. You have had your sins washed away in the watery grave of baptism.
4. If you have not been baptized, buried in water to have your sins forgiven, the good news is you need not be ashamed any longer. You can have those sins washed away THIS INSTANT!
5. The only thing shameful would be neglecting the opportunity to do so!
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