1Samuel17FacingGiants
“Facing Giants”
(1 Sam. 17)

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:4-7

Accompanying Song: #x “I Shall Not Be Moved”

Subject: Overcoming

Objective: To encourage the listener to rely upon faith to overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles in life, rather than our own resources.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Doccuments\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\1 Samuel\1Samuel17FacingGiants.docx

Introduction:
1. Many of us have heard stories of those who have won against unbeatable odds; Mohammed Ali
a. Still known by many as the as greatest boxer of all time
b. Ali, once heavyweight champion of the world had his title taken from him when he had his boxing license revoked for failing to step forward when called by the name Cassius Clay during his induction into the armed forces in 1967.
c. Years later,  considered by most to be far past his prime, he would return to boxing to fight George Foreman in a match in Africa known as “The Rumble in the Jungle”
d. Favored strongly to lose, Ali shocked the world, being the first boxer ever to knock Foreman down in the ring and handing Foreman his first defeat ever.
e. Ali regained the title, losing it for a second time in 1976 to Olympics Champion Leon Spinks.
f. Ali later again came back and won the title back from Spinks for a record third time.

2. We all love these stories where people rise from the ashes and win against all odds. Such stories are as old as the Bible itself.

3. As 1 Sam. 17 opens we find Israel at war against arch enemies, the Philistines
a. The Philistines continue as a thorn in the side of Israel
b. King Saul has lead the Israelites out to battle.
c. Envision: Philistines stood along one mountainside, Israel along another mountainside, a valley separates the two armies in the middle

4. (1 Sam. 17)

5. Here we see the epic battle of all time…two individuals pitted against one another, David with what seems to be unbeatable odds.
a. (1 Sam. 17:33)
b. On one side Goliath, fully grown man (and then some), unmatched physical strength, fully armed with a helmet, armor, spear, and a sword, shield and shield bearer, he was a seasoned champion of battle, confident and self-assured
c. On the other David, young, inexperienced (has never seen action on a battle field), not physically big enough or strong enough to sport even an average full-grown man’s armor and leaves armed only with a sling.

6. In our lesson, as we review this epic battle:
a. See how giants work to overcome us
b. See how we can overcome the giants in our lives

Body: 
I. Beatable Giants Can Seem Unbeatable
A. Goliath beat men mentally before overcoming them physically
1. Comes out taunting the Israelites; not that He was unbeatable; he WAS beaten; only seemed that way
2. Friightening appearance:
a. 9’9” ; would dwarf most of our NBA players today
b. Bronze helmet, coat of mail (like scales of fish overlapping one another) which weighed 5,000 shekles of bronze (156 lbs.); made him seem even more unbeatable (protection)
c. Bronze armor
d. Bronze Javelin attached to end of a huge beam for the staff that weighed 600 shekles of iron (18 lbs. 12 oz.)
B. (1 Sam. 17:21, 24) Many men of Israrel, only one Goliath, yet his appearance is so startling, the entire Israeli army flees

C. Note: Size/strength not Goliath’s most powerful weapon; Goliath won the battle of the mind
1. Entire army of Israel frightened
2. Giants can seem even more unbeatable when the stakes are high (1 Sam. 17:8-9); Whomever has the losing man, his people will become the servant of the
3. Think about it: If you are unbeatable, you need not taunt and attack your enemies; Goliath using scare tactics to help ensure a victory
4. Must be careful we do not overestimate our obstacles

D. Sometimes enemies come from suprising sources
1. Eliab, David’s oldest brother: (1 Sam. 17:28)
2. (1 Sam. 17:30) Another said same thing
3. Shouldn’t the Israelites be supporting and encouraging one another?

E. Though seemed unbeatable, note that neither army had demonstrated their strength
a. When Goliath comes out to taunt the Israelites, there is no record of battle prior to this…; score: Israel-0 Philistia-0
b. Yet only one man between the two armies has made a move – Golliath

F. Note: (1 Sam. 17:51) Just as much as Israel feared the one-man army of Goliath, the Philistines feared when he was killed…their confidence stripped from them; they fled

II. Our Enemies Can Make Us Feel As Though We Must Be On the Defensive
A. Fear had overcome the Israelites (1 Sam. 17:11)
B. Have you ever been in the right and yet had people upset with you?
1. Driving; 4 way stop; I was their first and was to their right; clearly I had the right-of-way
2. When I went, driver of car gave me a dirty look, gesture; obviously mad at me, although I HAD RIGHT OF WAY!

C. Israelites are in the right-of-way; attempting to take Socoh (so-ko'), which belongs to Judah.

III. Giants Are Easily Overcome With God On Our Side
A. Note who did not come to answer the Philistines taunts:
1. Not one grown man in all of Israel!
2. Not one man of war!
3. (1 Sam. 17:13) Not the three oldest sons of Jesse who were part of the Israeli army
4. Any of Jesse’s older seven sons

B. The one who came to answer the challenge: David, the youngest (the runt of the litter, or so they thought!); nothing but a shepherd boy who occasionally ran supplies to his older brothers, the men of battle in the family

C. Goliath not the real obstacle in our story. Development of true faith was the real obstacle to overcome.

D. Difference between Israel soldiers and David:
1. Israel had mindset of relying upon physical strength, experience, knowledge of combat tactics and their own abilities to overcome the Philistine warrior
2. David knew none of those things mattered if God was with Him (1 Sam. 17:36-37); Goliath would fall, not because Israel or David were stronger, but because they were the Lord’s army…God was on their side!

E. If we are going to face and overcome giants in our lives, we must begin by seeing giants for what they really are; David saw huge, supposedly unbeatable goliath very differently than his Israeli counterparts (1 Sam. 17:26)
1. David’s secret weapon: faith; (1 Sam. 17:45-47; 50 “there was no sword in the hand of David”)
2. (1 Sam. 17:39) Why would he leave his armor at home? Did not need physical protection, so long as God was with him
3. Man’s devices for overcoming our giants we face do us little good; weigh us down; provide nothing more than a false sense of security (compare limited commission Mat. 10:9-11); We develop false sense of security:
a. Health
b. Money
c. Possessions
d. Abilities
e. Connections
f. All of these can fail you; false sense of security but God will not fail!
4. David also knew his God could not be beaten, nor could any man if God were on that man’s side
a. Note David selects only five stones (how many would you have taken?)
b. Why five?
i. 1 – Golliath
ii. 4 more - (2 Sam. 21:19, 22) 4 other giants mentioned like Goliath existed; 4 stones = one stone for each (David had perfect faith he would not miss as God would guide the stones!)
iii. What about how you see life?
5. David recognized Goliath as an “uncircumcised Philistine”
6. David also knew that Goliath did not have this God

IV. The Faith of One Can Be Contagious!
A. (1 Sam. 15:22); Israel has learned valuable lesson; as soon as this ruddy, scrawny, teenage boy has defeated such a giant through his faith, suddenly the Israelite army sees nothing to fear & pursues their enemy
B. Strengthening your faith and boldly showing others that faith is working in you…contagious to others surrounding you.

Conclusion:
1. Do You Face Giants in Your Life?
a. What do you do when facing the giants in your life?
1. Cower?
2. Rely upon your own abilities/resources to overcome them?
3. Rely upon the Lord to guide your aim?

2. Illust: Team Hoyt (Pic)
a. When Rick Hoyt was 15 he communicated something to his father that would forever change both of their lives.
b. Rick is a mute quadriplegic with cerebral palsy. He has had it since birth.
c. When he was born, the hospital told his mother and father that Rick would never be normal and suggested placing him in an institution because he would be nothing but a vegetable. Dick was determined that he was not going to do that.
d. His father has always treated him just as he did his two older brothers, who are not disabled, including him in everything the rest of the family did.
e. Rick’s father, Dick, took the 15 year-old with him running a 5km marathon, pushing him in his wheelchair. The boy later typed on his computer telling his dad, “I felt like I wasn’t handicapped.”
f. Since that first fateful race, for more than 30 years, Team Hoyt (Father Dick and Son Rick) has competed in a string of athletic challenges that range from the Boston Marathon, to triathalons to Ironman competitions. 
g. When Dick runs, he pushes Rick in a wheelchair. When Dick swims, he tows Rick behind him in a rubber raft tethered to his chest via a harness. When dick bikes, Rick rides in a special seat attached to the bike.
h. In 1999 it took the two of them 16 hours and 14 min. to finish a 140 mike race combining all three activities. This was two hours slower than their time the year before!
3. Impossible? Team Hoyt doesn’t know the meaning of the word, and neither should a Christian.

4. Need to remember that  the giants we face in our lives: health problems, financial problems, marital problems, whatever obstacle you face may, at face value, seem insurmountable. In reality, with faith they are beatable.

Invitation:
1. We all struggle in this life. Mankind’s greatest struggle is against the pull of this world and the enticement of sin therein.
2.  Some people feel as though they are not worthy of being saved, or that avoiding temptation is just too hard. Others feel that becoming a Christian is too big a commitment to make. Nothing could be further from the truth!
3.  Overcoming sin is never easy. In fact those who have sinned, according to the Bible  have died spiritually. It is a gigantic obstacle that the Bible tells us you CANNOT OVERCOME ON YOUR OWN. If you have not submitted to the Lord, you WILL DIE IN YOUR SINS!
4. Just like David’s secret against Goliath, your secret weapon for being saved is faith. Not just mere belief, but an obeying faith that moves you to serve God with a fervor for all in the world to see. 
5. If you believe, repent of sins, willing to confess Christ before others and be baptized for the remission of those sins, committing to live for the Lord from this day forward, let us know as we sing this song of encouragement to you.
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