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“Is God at Work in Your Life?”
(Gen. 37-45; 1 Sam. 9; Esther)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, June 26, 2011
Scripture Reading: 1 Sam. 9:1-16
Accompanying Song: # “His Eye is on the Sparrow”
Subject: Providence of God
Objective: To help the listener to see the biblical doctrine of the providential workings of the Lord and to see how He may or may not be working in our daily lives
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Old Testament Sermons\9_1Samuel\1Sam9IsGodatWorkinYourLife.docx

Introduction:
1. (Title Slide) Question: Does God work in your life?
2. Two differing views of God:	
a. The first view of God is a God who created the universe but now takes no active part in the affairs of mankind much like one who winds a clock and then walks away having put things in motion
i. If not careful, we can develop this view
ii. Some people feel as though God takes no personal interest in their lives whatsoever
iii. Others seem to view God as a God who is only interested in punishing them if they have done wrong
b. The second view of God is a God who is intimately related to his creation, is concerned about the needs of man and that he continues to take an active part in the daily affairs of life
c. The scriptures teach this latter view to the correct view
d. We can see the providence of God at work in the life of Saul in our story we are considering

3. In our lesson we are allowed to see a glimpse of how God works through providence…
4. God does not need to work through miracles
5. God can work through the natural circumstances of life to work together for his purpose
6. Let’s take a look at some Biblical examples to see if we can get a hint of how the Lord works.

Body: 
I. The Providence of God
1. First, let us look at some examples found in the bible testifying of God’s providence:
a. Joseph (Genesis 37– 45)
i. Endured a series of unfortunate events  
a.) Though he had done no wrong, he was sold into slavery by his brothers through an act of jealousy.
b.) Taken from his beloved father.
c.) Later, as head over Potipher’s house he was wrongfully thrown into prison when a accused of trying to seduce Potipher’s wife.
d.) Joseph might have been tempted to ask, “why me?”
ii. Joseph eventually found himself second in command over all of Egypt.
iii. A famine came across the land.  Without intervention, Joseph’s family would have starved.
iv. Now that Joseph is second in command over all of Egypt, he is in a position to provide grain for his family and spare their lives from a famine.
v. We can clearly see God’s providence working throughout this story (as Joseph did) as we can see through Joseph’s statement (Gen. 45:6-8).

b. Israel gets a king (1 Sam. 9-10) 
i. Background (1 Samuel 8)
a.) Samuel – last of the judges to reign over Israel
b.) In chapter eight, we read about an unfortunate situation the arose with of the sons of Samuel
i.) They were not godly like their father
· They “did not walk in his ways”, preferred dishonest gain, took bribes, perverted justice (8:3)
· The matter became known among the elders of Israel
ii.) The elders called a meeting and asked Samuel make us a king to judge us like all the nations” (8:5)
· The system of appointing judges over Israel had been part of the Lord’s design to rule over Israel
· The elders have failed to appreciate the Lord’s pattern and, as man often has throughout history, they thought that they could improve upon God’s plan.
iii.) Samuel felt as though they had rejected him but the Lord said to Samuel (1 Samuel 8:7-9)
iv.) So the Lord stood aside and allowed the people to have a king as they wished.
c.) Problem: Israel needs to learn that the Lord’s way is the best way and thant man cannot improve upon God’s plan. How could the Lord teach them this?
ii. Samuel sent a warning to the people:
a.) You can have your king like the nations surrounding you…
b.) …but there will be consequences for your actions (1 Sam. 8:11-20 - READ).
iii. Even how the king is chosen is through the providence of the Lord…
a.) As chapter nine opens, Saul 
iv. Saul is chosen as first king over Israel
a.) Notice how Saul is chosen:
i.) 1 Samuel 9 Saul’s fathers donkeys are missing
ii.) Saul travels throughout the land looking for the donkeys
iii.) Saul enters the land of Zuph.  The day prior, the prophet Samuel had been given a message by the Lord that, on the following day, Lord would send a man from the land of Benjamin.  This man would be God’s choice as commander over Israel. 
b.) Has many positive attributes: described as “a choice and handsome son”, the most handsome of all the children of Israel, tall, humble (1 Sam. 9:21).
c.) Remember this: God chose the very best man among the Jews to be king (but the plan was doomed from the very beginning because it was not the Lord’s plan). 
v. Why was Saul chosen?
a.) God chose the best man for  the job that he could…humble, good looking, etc.
b.) Eventually the power of being a king changed this humble honest young man into a man who acted outside of the authority of the God whom he served!
vi. Saul eventually fails miserably as king. He becomes proud, conceited and rejects the will of God, keeping spoils of war when the Lord specifically commanded him not to and eventually the Lord has no choice but to remove him as king over His  people.
vii. Saul was chosen to show the Jews that God is always right! Having a king was a horrible idea because it was not what God intended for the Jews. When they rejected God’s system, the Jews were essentially admitting that they would rather be ruled by fallible men rather than the sovereign God!

c. Esther – a beautiful and gracious young Jewish girl who has been selected to be queen over Persia Her identity as a Jew remains concealed until the end of the story.
i. Mordecai, Esther’s older cousin was sitting outside the Kings gate
ii. While there, he overhears two of the Kings’ eunuchs discussing plans to bring harm to the king
iii. Mordecai reports the matter and the king is kept safe
iv. Because of Mordacai’s warning, the king is indebted to him
v. At the time, this event seems unrelated to anything. 
vi. Later, Hamaan hatches a plan to kill the Jewish people (the Lord will need a way to preserve the Jewish people because it will be through the Jews that the Messiah will come to save all of mankind). 
vii. Little did Hamaan realize that his decree to kill all of the Jews would also include Queen Esther.
viii. When a king becomes aware of the planned to kill all the Jews, and therefore Queen Esther, the king has Hamaan hung up on the gallows instead of Mordecai.
ix. Why was the Kings spared through Mordacai’s actions?  Why was Esther chosen as queen? (Esth. 9:1b) 
a.) Because king Ahasuerus would be the king who would spare Esther and her people.
b.) No doubt Esther was put in that position so that her people, the Jews, would be spared as well.
x. There is not one mention of God in the entire book of Esther. However, it seems obvious that this is a prime example of God’s providence at work to spare His people showed that His plan for man throughout the ages could come to pass.

II. How God Works
A. God sees the bigger picture: God views things through a telescope; we view things through a microscope

B. Put yourself in the place of each of the three stories we just discussed (Joseph, Esther and Saul). Notice the events that took place during each of these stories:
1. Joseph
a. Would not have seen God working in his life as his brothers cast him into a pit; nor when he was thrown into prison and accused of trying to seduce his masters wife.
b. He probably never imagined that he can rise through the ranks from being a slave to being second in command over all the land of Egypt.
c. Further, he probably never realized that God would place him in this position so that he could save his family from famine and fulfill a prophecy given to his great, great grandfather Abraham.
d. But by the conclusion of the story, we see that God had a plan.
2. Saul
a. Losing the donkeys must have seemed like a nuisance rather than God working in his life.
b. By the end of the story, we learn that the donkeys were lost so that Samuel could meet the man God had chosen to become leader over his people.
3. Esther
a. When Mordecai reported the plot against the king there would be no way that he could know that this would eventually play a part, helping to save the entire nation of the Jews.
b. When Esther was first chosen to become queen, she probably never comprehend of the the important role that she could play to help save her people.

III. “Is God At Work In Your Life?”
A. God At Work
1. The point that I’m trying to help each one of us to see is that, in each case, God worked in the lives of each of these individuals. 
a. However, as he worked in their lives, it would not have been obvious as the events unfolded from day to day.

B. “Is God at work in your life?”
1. A serious question each one of us should ponder within our own lives
2. Once again, we can see that God works through the natural circumstances of life that take place from day to day.
3. He need not work through miracles or some major event in our lives.
4. Though it may seem as though life has dealt us events of misfortune, in reality, it may be God at work.
a. Joseph thrown into the pit
b. Saul’s father losing his donkeys
c. Even Hamaan’s decree to kill the Jews…
d. God can work through them all

C. Disclaimer: that is not to say that we should blame God for every event that takes place on earth
1. Some people wonder about the difficult questions:
a. Why does God allow innocent babies to die?
b. Why is there so much suffering on earth?
c. Why does it seem that the evil people on earth often prosper while righteous people suffer?
d. Some question why God would cause such things.  The truth of the matter is, God may not be responsible.
2. Not every event is a result of supernatural providence.  
a. Some events are accidental or coincidental (Eccl. 9:11).
b. Some tragic events are the result of Satan (Job).
c. Some are the result of man’s actions 
i. Men given a free will
ii. Some choose to use that free will to perform evil deeds (murder, rape)
iii. Sometimes accidents occur (fatal traffic accidents)
3. Thus not responsible for every evil act.  Adversely, God is also not responsible for every good act.
a. I have known people who have done something and because it is successful, they immediately assume that the success is proof positive that God has blessed their efforts (not necessarily so).
b. Example: farmer of Luke 12 who was blessed with an abundant crop
c. In this parable, the farmer was not rich toward God, thus we would not consider him righteous yet at the same time he was blessed with an abundant crop.

D. God works in our lives:
1. Remember that God loves us
2. We are encouraged throughout the New Testament to pray with the earnest expectation that God will hear our prayers (Mat. 7:7-8; Jn. 15:7; Jas. 5:16).  How will God answer our prayers?  Is this a guarantee of divine miraculous intervention?  Certainly not! 
3. God will care for us (Heb. 13:5-6)

E. How God works
1. Joseph – three the actions of his brothers and threw him into the pit; through the actions of the wicked wife who falsely accused him of trying to seduce her
2. Esther – through a foolish queen; through eunuchs conspiring to kill their king; through a lowly Jew (Mordecai); through the proud (Hamaan)
3. Saul – through wandering donkeys
4. Point: God sometimes works slowly, subtly and so softly that we cannot detect it.  Nonetheless the Lord is at work in our lives just like he was in the lives of these three examples.
5. Though you may not detect it, God promises that he loves you and he cares for you.  God will work through your life just as he did the lives of Joseph, Esther and Saul.

Conclusion:
1. So the next time…
a. …you receive bad news:
i. A bad report from the Dr. (How many people have turned to the Lord after have come to the stark realization that they may not have long to live?)
ii. The loss of a loved one (How many people have begun to think seriously about the Lord after the death of a close loved one?)
iii. The loss of worldly riches (How many people have come to realize that they must depend upon God when all that they possess in this world has been taken from them?)
iv. Though God may not be directly responsible for these events, understand that the possibility exists.
b. …the next time you’re having a bad day…
i. The car won’t start, the tire is flat and you are running late…
ii. Maybe God has made you later to avoid a traffic accident. (Maybe he has spared your life!)
c. …even as you see insignificant, mundane events transpiring from day to day…regardless of what may happen in your life…
d. Consider within your heart to be content with all that is taking place, knowing that there is a God above who loves you and is working tirelessly in your best interests.
2. Understand that we serve God who is in control!

Invitation:
1. God has already been working in your life long before began (Heb. 13:5-6; Romans 8:28-32)
2. God looked through his divine telescope and sought into the future that you would sin
3. God also look into the future and work through the course of events to provide a means that you might be forgiven of those sins – his son, the Christ.
4. Hebrews 5:9 tells us that he is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey Him.
5. Will you obey Him today?
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