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“Prop It Up, Pass It On”
(1 Sam. 5-6)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. Prev. lesson “Giving Dagon Creedence” (1 Sam. 4) we learned how Israel’s disobedience brought upon themselves the wrath of God.
a. Israel wicked – 
i. Does not seem as though they looked at God as much more than an idol.
ii. Treated the ark as a talisman that would grant them victory over the Philistines 
b. Because of their wickedness, God allowed Israel to be defeated in battle against the Philistines.
c. In the beginning of that story, the Philistines thought the gods of the Hebrews to be much mightier than they or their God (1 Sam. 4:8).
d. Because the Lord punished Israel by allowing them to be defeated by the Philistines, it gave credence to their God Dagon, making it appear as though Dagon were more powerful than the Hebrew God. 
e. In this sense, Israel’s disobedience brought reproach against the name of the Lord in the eyes of the Philistines.
f. All of this was allowed to send Israel a clear message:
i. God needs to be respected and revered.
ii. Partial obedience to the Lord is unacceptable.
iii. God will not tolerate wickedness from those who serve Him or place themselves above Him.
iv. God is not with his people when they act rebelliously against Him.
g. The dying words of Eli’s daughter in law demonstrate that Israel got the message, for she said, "The glory has departed from Israel!" because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. (1 Sam. 4:21)
h. Tonight we consider the continuation of that story…

Body: 
I. Summary 1 Sam. 5-6
A. After capturing the ark of the Lord in battle, the Philistines bring it to Ashdod where it is placed as a battle trophy before their God in the house of Dagon (1 Sam. 5:2)
1. The people awake the next morning to find that the idol, Dagon, had fallen on its face before the ark. 
2. They place the statue in its upright position only to find it the next morning fallen again, this time with its palms and its head broken off.
3. Next, the people are struck with tumors 
a. Some believe this is to be understood to be bleeding piles or dysentery. 
b. The Vulgate says, "And he smote them in the more secret parts of their posteriors."
4. The Septuagint and Vulgate add that mice came from the fields which may have been the means God used to spread this plague that came into their land and it would also explain why they would later send golden rats as part of a trespass offering..
5. The ark is passed from city to city: From Ashdod to Gath, from Gath to Ekron. In each place the ark is sent, the plague follows and many die.

B. After seven months, plans are made to send the ark back to the Israelites.
1. They send it away with a trespass offering of five golden tumors and five golden rats, a tumor and a rat for each Lord of the Philistines.
2. They devise a test to determine if the plagues were incidental or caused by the Lord. 
a. They took a new cart hitched to two milk cows that had never been yoked. They took the cows calves from them. Their logic/reasoning:
i. If the course of nature played its part, instead of heading for Israel, the cows would seek to be reunited to their calves.
ii. If God were at work, they reasoned that the cows would return the ark to Israel.
iii. Further, these were cows that had never been yoked before. Therefore they would not know how to pull a wagon. Again, if the Lord were not intervening, there would be little chance the cows would head for Israel.
b. The cart is loaded with the ark and the golden tumors and rats and sent on its way.
c. It carries the ark in a straight path for Beth Shemesh, lowing as they went.
i. Cows lowing because they wanted their calves
ii. Note that even though it seemed against their nature, they continued toward Beth Shemesh
iii. The Philistines followed to the border of Beth Shemesh

C. The Israelites rejoice when they see that the ark has returned. They immediately split the wood and offer the cows as a burnt offering.

D. Israel’s folly not yet complete: 50,000 of the men of Beth Shemesh are struck because they looked into the ark of the Lord.

E. Let’s see some lessons the Israelites and the Philistines had to learn the hard way…

II. Noteworthy Items to Help Us Understand Our Lesson
A. The Problem: The Ark (Representing the Lord) Needed to Be Respected (It was not.)
1. Israel had not respected God (who was represented by the ark), which is why God had not given them victory over the Philistines in battle and the ark was carried away
a. The Disobedient Gives the Unbeliever License to Blaspheme God
i. What God did to Israel gave the Philistines the wrong impression. 
ii. God had to clarify what had happened for the Philistines lest they be left believing that their God, Dagon had granted them victory over Him.
b. Now it is time for the Philistines to learn the proper perspective of God. It is time for God to remove the credence from their false God, Dagon, and reclaim it for Himself.

2. The Philistines did not respect the ark of God
a. Notice its placement (1 Sam. 5:2) “set it BY Dagon”
b. In the mind of the Philistines, they were showing the God of the Hebrews great honor…
i. Set it by the idol Dagon 
ii. They thought they were respecting the Hebrew God by placing the ark NEXT TO Dagon
iii. This means they viewed God EQUAL to their God Dagon
iv. Just one problem: God is NOT equal to this idol 
v. God had to teach them that there was no other God!
a.) The idol is found fallen on its face – that prop it up
b.) The next morning the idol is found with his hands and head broken off - symbolic
i.) Phone before the ark: unable/unworthy to defend itself in the presence of the Hebrew God
ii.) Hands: unable to do anything
iii.) Head: unable to think; dead God; death blow
vi. But to set the ark by Dagon indicated that they considered the ark they represent in God EQUAL to Dagon, thereby disrespecting God, reducing Him to the status of a mere idol
3. When the ark was returned, Israel did not respect God.
a. Not supposed to touch the ark – remember Uzzah struck dead for touching the ark (2 Sam. 6:7)
b. The men at Beth Shemesh look inside the ark
i. Probably did so because they were curious: wanted to see if the Philistine’s head returned the artifacts that had been kept inside the ark for generations (10 commandments, Aaron’s rod, jar of manna)
ii.  Jews of Beth Shemesh not authorized to do so, showing no respect for God’s commands.
iii. 50,000 struck dead – they send the ark away

B. Note the Religious Difference Between the Philistines and the Jews
1. The Philistines – polytheists (believed in multiple gods)
2. Israel – believed in the God of the Bible, Yahweh God alone and no other
3. Something was wrong. God taught both peoples that God is not happy when we err religiously.

C. How Each Dealt With Their Religious Err
1. Did not deal with it at all…
2. When the Lord struck the people of Ashdod, they sent it away to the people of Gath 
3. When the people of Gath were struck, they sent it to Ekron 
4. When the people of Ekron were struck they sent the ark back to the Jews at Beth Shemesh
5. When the Jews at Beth Shemesh looked into the ark and were struck, killing 50,000 people, they sent it to Kirjath Jearim 
6. So how did they deal with their religious error? They didn’t…they just passed it on too someone else who, in turn passed it on to someone else! They ignored it, for God it, let someone else deal with it


D. The Pattern:
1. When the idol god of the Philistines fell before the ark they found it the following morning on its face. 
a. They propped it up.
b. In spite of the fact that this should have been a clear message that their God was not able to stand before Yahweh they deny the clear message and put him back in its place.
c. I suspect that it would be safe to assume that should the statue have continued to fall they would have simply kept trying to put it back in its place, denying the meaning of this idol falling.
d. When God caused boils to break out upon the Philistines, rather than learn the obvious lesson: their gods could not save them it should have caused them to understand the need to honor the Hebrew God.
e. Did they do this? No. Instead they passed the ark on, thinking they had rid themselves of the problem.
f. The pattern: prop it up, pass it on! (Title Slide)

E. The Pattern (In another sense):
1. In each case: first with the Jews next with the Philistines and with the Jews again…  They did not understand God…Did not understand the need to respect and obey
2. Lack of understanding leads them to fail to respect God as they should
3. God chastises the people; some struck with tumors; some die
4. Instead of trying to learn the lesson God was trying to tell them, they simply send the ark away

F. The Consequences of Failing to Address Their Errors
1. The problem: Neither Israel or the Philistines gave the ark (representing God) the respect that it deserved.
2. Each time they send the ark away for others to deal with, God’s chastisement with  the tumors and death only spreads
3. The plague spread from territory to territory

G. What has happened: 
1. They have not carefully studied the scriptures seek to understand God (couldn’t have)
2. They have erred religiously
3. Religious error brought about a lack of understanding
4. Lack of understanding brought about the wrong perception of God
5. Wrong perception of God lead them to fail to honor, respect and obey Him properly
6. Improper honor respect and obedience brought about God’s wrath.
7. The same can happen to us today… 

III. A Parallel For Us Today
A. (If I haven’t lost you yet…)

B. Does God punish only out of wrath?  No. (Heb. 12:5-7, 10)
1. God wants the same thing for us but he wanted from the woman accused of committing adultery in John 8:11 when he told the woman, “go and sin no more”
2. God chastens those he loves in order to correct bad behavior just as a loving Father should

C. Error of the Philistines: they reduced God to a god with a small “g”
1. Respected the Hebrew God as a God (1 Sam. 4:8) – viewed Hebrew God as “mighty gods”
2. In their mind, they were giving the Hebrew God a place of honor among their gods…placed the ark in the house of Dagon, rather than some storage area
3. Yet their actions, placing the ark beside the idol of Dagon in the temple demonstrate that they see the God of the Hebrews as just another god among many gods.
4. Similar to those today who equate Christianity to a religion among the many or 
5. Similar to those who view the Bible as holy scriptures book among many holy writings
a. View Bible equal to writings of many other religions…
b. Bible equal to Book of Mormon, Koran, the words of so-called modern prophets, etc.
c. People who do this feel as though they are giving God and His word a place of honor in the world but all they are doing is reducing God to a small “g.”

D. The world is full of people in error who claim to be God’s people.
1. If you felt convicted that they were wrong and told them how would you expect most people to react?
a. Would you expect them to want to study the issue carefully with you…
b. Or would you expect them to refuse to talk about it?
c. I would expect the latter…

E. In principle, this is no different from what the Israelites and the Philistines did…
1. They had a religious Problem – God was obviously angry as he was striking the people with tumors and people were dying
2. When it should have been obvious that they were erring against God, instead of praying, studying, seeking God to understand the answer, they passed the ark on…  They don’t want to deal with it.

IV. A Lesson About Religious Error:
A. When we speak of religious error, we like to think other people…but this applies to ourselves as well.

B. If we are wrong religiously, we have two options:
1. Study, learn, accept the truth, and obey the truth or…
2. Ignore the problem, pass it on, and let someone else do with it 

C. Think of this: “the ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months.: (1 Sam. 1:6)
1. This means that the people suffered from tumors for seven months
2. How much for quickly would they have been rid of their tumors, had they confessed their trespass before God as soon as they were first struck instead of sending the ark from city to city?
3. When we fail to try to study to try to understand God, we are bound to
a. The ignorant
b. Make more mistakes
c. Error will enter our minds and thus the church
d. The church will be weaker because of our spiritual weakness
e. We will develop the wrong perceptions of God
f. We will slip into apostasy
g. Error will spread
h. Instead of tumors, today men are struck with the disease and death that comes from the loss of one’s salvation if

Conclusion:
1. People in religious error are still doing today what the Philistines did then…
2. They prop it up (by twisting scripture)
3. They pass it on…They ignore the inconsistency in their error.
4. By doing this, error spreads.
5. Ex. Calvinism:
a. John Calvin taught error: believed Total Hereditary Depravity
b. Error not dealt with when it was first taught
c. Like those tumors, religious error has a way of spreading
d. Eventually brought about other doctrines 
i. Taught babies have sin inherited from ancestors
ii. Baptizing of babies began
iii. Godparents to follow
iv. None scriptural

Invitation:
1. X
2. X
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