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“Giving Credence to Dagon”
(1 Sam. 4)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Nov. 5, 2011
Scripture Reading: Mat. 5:13-16
Accompanying Song: # “Will you Follow After Jesus?”
Subject: Example; Christian Living
Objective: To show the importance of perceiving ourselves as God sees us and serving Him as sincerely as we should.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\Old Testament Sermons\9_1Samuel\1Sam4GivingCredencetoDagon.docx

Introduction:
1. Perception: Important
a. How we perceive ourselves is important
i. Think too highly of ourselves: conceited
ii. Think too lowly of ourselves we may struggle in life, struggle w/depression and even find life hardly living
b. Job interview (dress, behavior, posture, language, hygiene, etc. all as important as being qualified for the position)
c. Politicians certainly understand importance of perception (whether or not you actually are what your opposition accuses of is just as important as how the people view it in terms of reelection).
d. Our perception of God and how He expects us to behave is even more important than self-perception in many ways.

2. (Read 1 Sam. 4) Israel at war against Philistines
a. Throughout 1 & 2 Sam. We read a lot about Philistines – the perennial enemy of Samuel, Saul and David
i. Goliath – the Philistine giant David fought
ii. Thorn in the side of Israel
b. Israel encamped at Ebenezer; Philistines at Aphek (about 10 mi. from where Tel Aviv today)
c. Israel defeated – 4000 die 
d. People perplexed: “Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines?”
e. Israel regroups, solution devised: Bring ark of Lord from Shiloh to ensure victory
f. Hophni and Phinehas  (priests serving at the time) bring ark into camp
g. People elated when ark arrives – certain it will ensure their victory against the Philistines
h. When the ark arrives in camp, Israel shouts so loudly that the earth shook – frightens the Philistines – feel as though no hope for them
i. The Philistines overcome their fears, rally the troops to fight warning them if they lose they will become servants of the Hebrews 
j. Philistines fight and win – 30,000 more Israelites fall in battle

3. Ark of God captured by Philistines; Hophni and Phinehas (priests) are killed in the battle as well as was predicted by a man to Eli in chap. 2

4. Benjamite who survives the battle escapes and returns to Shiloh with the news 
a. When Eli hears the ark was captured, he falls over, breaks his neck and dies
b. When Eli’s pregnant daughter-in-law hears the news she goes into labor and dies in childbirth. 
i. Her dying words are telling: "The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured." (1 Sam. 4:22)
ii. Names her son Ichabod which means, “where is the glory? or, no glory” before she dies

5. Our lesson, “Giving Dagon Credence” will be centered around answering the question the Israelites asked themselves in verse 3: ““Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines?”

6. Why didn’t God save? – seems to be perplexing question @ center of story

7. Israel was defeated because their perception was wrong…


Body: 
I. Israel’s Perception of Themselves Was Wrong
A. Perceived Themselves to Be Self-Sufficient:
1. At first, thought they could defeat the Philistines without God (never consulted) 
2. Thought themselves to be much greater than what they were
3. That is what happens when people view themselves as self-made people

B. Israel’s Perceived Themselves to Be Faithful:
1. After all, Israel thought that they were superior because they were the Lord’s people – guaranteed success!; Philistines were pagans – surely God would not favor them!
2. They had the ark – symbolized the presence of the Lord Himself
3. A Mightier God: History records their God is mightier than all others in lands, giving them great victories over mighty enemies – even the Philistines have heard how their God defeated the Egyptians
4. Elated as ark enters the camp brought the ark; pumped up -  expected to win the battle – yet God says, “No way!”

5. Israel NOT Faithful
a. Notice: over 7 times the number of Jews die in battle when the ark present than without the ark
b. 1 Sam. – marks end of the period of the judges (Samuel last Judge over Israel)
i. Period stained with periods where Israel faithful to God then turned away
ii. God allows neighboring nations to smite them, then they return to God only to fall away again and be smitten again.
c. 1 Sam. 4 - A time when Israel has not turned their hearts toward God
i. Hophni and Phinehas – wicked (1 Sam. 2:12-17)
a.) Took part of the offerings that belonged to the Lord as they were boiling and then would say they would not accept boiled meat but required meat for roasting
b.) Even if the man offering the sacrifice wanted them to burn the fat before taking their portion, the priest would take their portions first by force – they thought of serving themselves before God
c.) 2 Sam. 2:17 says that “men abhorred the offering of the Lord.”
d.) So corrupt they were described as not knowing the Lord (if religious leadership so, how much more the people? Israel tolerated this behavior from the priests 
e.) Tolerated by their father Eli who was both judge over Israel and high Priest
ii. Due to the wickedness of Eli’s sons God sends another man of God to tell Eli:
a.) Because of their wickedness the generations of his family will end with his two sons
b.) In one day both of his sons would be killed 
c.) A new faithful priest will be put in their place
d.) In 1 Sam. 4 we will see those prophecies came to pass
d. What was going on here? Israel had not taken a serious look in the mirror!
i. They were not God’s people - had not been serving Him as they should!
ii. If they had been faithful, they probably would have won the battle. Under normal circumstances, wouldn’t the Lord help his people to win? Yes!
e. Only way that could have happened: Israel could not have drawn that conclusion by reading what God required them to do in scriptures; therefore they thought themselves to be in good standing w/God because they were willfully ignorant of God’s word

6. Application:
a. Still happens today – people deceived thinking they are in good standing before God when, in fact, they are not
b. How long has it been since you studied God’s word intensely to see if you measure up to His standards?
c. If you are not careful you can be self-deceived just as Israel was, perceiving themselves to be God’s faithful when, in reality, they were nothing of the sort!

C. Falsely Perceived They Would Be Victorious Because They Had the Ark
1. Story proves mere possession of the ark could be as much a curse as it was a blessing!
2. Israel’s mere possession of the ark played a NEGATIVE factor in their losing the battle, if any!
3. Application today:
a. Like Israel, we might be guilty of a similar attitude
i. Israel proud to have ark – made them feel like God’s faithful
ii. Christians today – entrusted w/word of God
a.) Easy to feel “we possess the truth”
b.) We could preach sermons and hold debates and write tracts, and publish web sites explaining why we are right and everyone else is wrong in what they believe
c.) What good does truth do if not serve God as He desires and serve Him faithfully from the heart?

II. Their Perception of the Loss in Battle Was Wrong
A. Misconception: The Ark Saves
1. Thought their loss was because they didn’t have the ark in their presence 
2. Loss not because they did not have the ark but because they did not have the God of the ark!
3. God granted Philistines the win in battle over the Jews – demonstrates that God shows no more favor to the unfaithful than to the unbeliever
a. I fear some get the idea that an unfaithful believer is better than an unbeliever
b. God repeatedly demonstrates that this is not so!
i. Heb. 10:26-27 Those who willfully have unresolved sin in their lives ought to expect fiery judgment of God
ii. 2 Pet. 2:20 If anything it is worse for the unfaithful than the unbeliever
a.) Latter end ends up worse than in the beginning for those who are unfaithful
b.) Why? 
i.) Because at least the unbeliever still has hope – they may learn and obey the truth
ii.) But the unfaithful, if they know what they ought to and still choose to disobey what is left for them
iii. Point is this: Any, (even a little) sin in your life is unacceptable!

B. They Had the Wrong Perception of Their Defeat
1. The soldier that escapes the battle and tells Eli what had happened, Eli and even Eli’s daughter in law all had the wrong perception about this defeat:
a. Defeat has its benefits!
i. Nobody likes defeat (especially when it ends in tragedy such as Israel who lost 34,000 in battle)
ii. Sometimes God allows us to fall in order to teach us the need to serve Him from more faithfully – from  the heart!
iii. Brings us back to reality – Israel’s great loss of life shows us the extremes God will go to in order to gain our attention and pull people back to serving Him
b. God determined that they needed to suffer defeat. Why? 
i. Israel obviously thought they were in good standing w/God –God taught them that, in no uncertain terms, they were NOT in good standing with Him!
ii. Why would God reward unfaithfulness?
c. Lesson: God Sometimes Works Using Defeat to Restore the Fallen!
2. Loosing battles? Ask yourself why!
a. May just be chance – you can’t win them all
b. May just be God trying to get your attention (without God even victories are a loss)

III. Their Perception of God Was Wrong
A. Falsely Perceived God to Be Tolerant Of Their Lack of Faithfulness
1. Israel unfaithful and must have felt no sense of urgency to correct the wrongs they were doing
2. God had been patiently waiting for a long time for them to return to Him, yet they had failed to do so
3. Sometimes men perceive God’s patience as
a. Tolerance – God accepts what you are doing
b. Impotence - God can’t do anyti
c. Weakness – God won’t do anything about their sin
4. Keep in mind it is none of the above:
a. (2 Pet. 3:9) God = longsuffering (patient)
b. (2 Pet. 2:5; Rom. 14:10) Do not be deceived, the patience of God will run out on us all one day
5. In the day they met the Philistines on the battlefield the 34,000 Israelites learned that the patience of God had run out
6. Lesson for us: If you or I have unresolved sin in our lives we ought to resolve it now, before God’s patience runs out for us!
a. Remember what God said to the man who tore down his barns and built new and was rich toward himself and not God: “God said to him 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you…’” (Lk. 12:20)

B. Falsely Perceived That God Shows More Favor to the Unbeliever Than the Unfaithful 
1. God shows no more favor (maybe even less) to those who do not serve Him from heart
a. Israel: paganism tolerated throughout the land; put up w/corrupt priests; “good enough” mentality
b. If God will allow the Israelites to be killed to teach them their half-hearted service to Him was unacceptable, He will allow the Christian to suffer losses too!
c. When things don’t go your way, when prayers seem to go unanswered, it’s time for a look in the mirror:
i. Do you feel as though you are faithful but are suffering losses? Time to review your relationship w/God!
ii. Things not going well in your life? Maybe it’s time to contemplate how sincerely you are serving the Lord.
d. Remember how we are called to serve God (Mat. 22:37) – our entire being; everything we are
e. Some people live lives unwilling to serve God wholly
f. If you are suffering struggles, loss or defeat in your life, don’t look at this as though the Lord is merely punishing you – it may just be that He is trying to get your attention to remind you to be faithful to Him!

IV. They Falsely Perceived That Their Influence Upon Others Was Inconsequential
A. When we have wrong ideas about God, the ungodly never come to know Him properly either
1. Jews had wrong idea about God – treated Him as an idol (1 Sam. 4:3) - “it” will save us (viewed the ark equal to God
2. Consequently, the Philistines treated Him as an idol when they brought the ark into their land

B. Parallel today: 
1. Like Jews of old, we (Christians) are supposed to be God’s people
2. When we act wrong and develop the wrong perception of God, those on the outside learn by observing us and therefore develop the wrong perception of what it means to be a Christian
a. If we walk around sad, worried, at the first sign of physical illness they learn to perceive that the Christian only speaks of having a hope beyond but doesn’t really believe it
b. When we fail to live by Christian principles they perceive Christianity to be an exercise in hypocrisy
c. But when we live as a Christian should, they see our light and glorify our father in Heaven – they see Christianity as something significantly different from what the world has to offer!

C. The Jews set a poor example: Like Jews of old, some have developed the wrong perception of God. The Jews had several false views of God:
a. Jeanie in a bottle
i. Only call upon Him for want or time of trouble– there to serve them whenever the proverbial “bottle rubbed”
ii. Their mistake:
a.) Ark would not save
b.) Power never w/ark but w God
iii. Parallel today: only see study and worship importance when it suits us (convenience, when we feel like worshipping)
b. An Object
i. God became little more than an object in the eyes of Jews – thought God not there till the ark came (truth is God was always present)
ii. Idol; talisman; good luck charm “it” will save us!
iii. Object: something we take out when we need to use it and put it away when done
iv. We can treat God like this if not careful – some pray to a cross, statue or another object, rather than to God Himself
c. Someone to be Esteemed Lightly: God not esteemed by Israel – their problem revealed earlier in book (1 Sam. 2:30) – If you honor God, He will honor you; if you think despise God you will be lightly esteemed
d. Someone to be Disregarded
i. As in case of the Philistines
ii. Had a more proper view of God in the beginning of story, before the ark captured
a.) Ark entered cam – they were terrified that the Great God of the Hebrews had come to defeat them
b.) Israel defeated in battle
c.) How do you suppose that made the Philistines view their God now? 
d.) Likely made them feel that their God Dagon was greater than Yahweh because (in their eyes) Dagon had granted them victory over their enemies – made Yahweh a God to be disregarded

V. They Falsely Perceived That Their Sins Only Affected Them
A. When the Jews disregarded their own God it lead to a series of events that gave the Philistines to disregard Him too.
1. God punishes the Israelites by granting the Philistines the ability to win the victory
2. Gave credence to their God, Dagon
3. Gave the Philistines license to view the Hebrew God as weak, unable to deliver the Phlistines when, in fact, that was not the case!
4. So, when one sins, it may give way for others to disregard/diminish the importance of God!

B. Christians sometimes get the idea that, if they sin, it only affects them
1. Paul said a little leaven leavens the whole lump (Gal. 5:9)
2. Therefore, when you sin, it not only affects you, but also others around you!
a. People have perception of what a Christian ought to be, respect that
b. People see someone who claims to be a Christian and then does not live up to that high calling
i. Catholic Priests of late that have been found guilty of molesting children
ii. Televangelists found to be stealing money; frauds
iii. Miracle workers and prophets who have been exposed as fakes
iv. Elders, Preachers and church members who have been caught in adulterous affairs
v. Christians who simply do not live as people know how Christians ought to live 
vi. You:
a.) People hear bad language coming out of your mouth
b.) See how you are shady in dealings with others
c. Just like Israel gave the Philistines reason to think that God was weak
d. Sometimes Christians give others good reason to badmouth the faith because of the way they live among other people in the world and iif the world sees Christianity as nothing more than a bunch of hollow, shallow, half-committed Christians who look no different from those in the world around them it is no wonder so few want to become one
3. God gave the Philistines the victory, not Dagon
4. In fact, just like the Philistines were given the impression that Dagon was more powerful than Yahweh…
5. Christians who live no different from the world give little motive to worldly people to become a Christian!

Conclusion:
6. X
7. X

Invitation:
1. X
2. X
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