1Sam3SpeakLORDYourServantHears
“Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears!”
(1 Samuel 3:1-21)
Special Note: Prior to the lesson, hand out Bible reading plans.
Scripture Reading: 1 Sam. 3:1-9

Accompanying Song: “The Last Mile of the Way”

Subject: Obedience In the Face of Difficulty

Objective: To express our needs to obey the Lord not only in those moments which come easily, but especially in those moments which prove to be difficult.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\1 Samuel\1Sam3HereIAmLord.docx

Introduction:
1. Everybody likes to bear good news: having a baby (if proper timing); getting married (again, if proper timing & marriage God will be pleased with); good grades in school; good fortune
2. Nobody wants to be bearer of bad news
a. Not want to see others hurt; feel for doctors I have seen who must bear bad news – just no way to tell someone that feels right; no easy way  to say it
b. Telling people what they do not want to hear may lead to confrontation (like telling someone they are wrong & need to change their ways.
3. Samuel: someone to be admired in many ways; called to be bearer of difficult news several times 
4. Samuel’s first prophecy (1 Sam. 3:10-18)
a. Major event to be known throughout Israel (very public and everyone will hear of it)
b. Judgment will come upon the sons of Eli for their wickedness and upon Eli because he did not restrain them
c. Put self in Samuel’s place:
i. Eli, not only the priest, a prophet, a judge over Israel, but like a surrogate father to Samuel
ii. Samuel not want to hurt Eli
5. Our Lesson: Not just about how sometimes God’s children must speak the truth in difficult moments but also how godly people respond to God’s word. (Lesson for young people too – Samuel just a young boy as our story opens – that means God can use you too!)
6. Examining the godly attitudes of both Eli and Samuel:
a. Events of story seem to turn logic on its head: Eli, the older, priest, prophet and judge – seems like he should receive the message from God; instead Samuel the younger receives word from the Lord.
b. The Lord chose to speak to Samuel for a reason: proper attitude (Eli sets good example here also)
i. When the Lord calls to Samuel, he is willing to listen: “Here I am Lord.” (Opening Slide) Our lesson will show how he carried this attitude throughout his life.
ii. Eli’s response good as well “…he said, "It is the LORD. Let Him do what seems good to Him." (1 Sam. 3:18)
c. Our attitude in our lives need to be like this in our lives.
7. Let’s examine Samuel’s life…

Body: 
I. Samuel said, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears” when called to confront the people about their false beliefs (1 Sam. 7:3).
A. Have you ever encountered someone who believed differently than you do? (We all have.)
1. Is it easy to talk to those who believe differently than we do? Not at all. Politics & religion – two subjects to avoid unless you are looking for an argument
a. Human instinct: to avoid confrontations at all costs
b. Means avoiding political and religious discussions – keep your beliefs/opinions to yourself!
c. Many tend to do this – we are not usually in business of doing things to cause troubles in our lives.
2. We live in culture where we are taught that each person has right to their own beliefs; not to judge another’s beliefs as wrong and not to try to persuade others to believe differently than what they currently do; Our culture views people who tell others to change their beliefs as aarogant, self righteous, know-it-alls
3. Think about this: even in Samuel’s day, if person believes in another religion, are many people eager to give it up, admit they were wrong and change their beliefs?
B. Samuel knew what the Lord required; telling the people to lay aside their idolatrous ways was the only hope for people & nation…to give their hearts to the Lord and serve Him only
1. When Samuel courageously did so, notice the outcome (1 Sam. 7:4)
2. This was not always the response the prophets received, sometimes prophets were killed for such 
3. Might be easy for Samuel, (and us) to imagine worst-case scenario and allowing those thoughts to talk ourselves out of doing the right thing
4. Maybe Samuel’s motivation was envisioning what the result would be if everything went just right – salvation of the people and the nation (maybe we ought to envision this when speaking to others…how good things could go if they accept the truth)
5. Like Samuel, Christians are required to say lot of things others may not agree with or want to hear (Mat. 5:10-16).
a. Lord says, “Let your light shine before others so brightly the world can see”
b. Warns of persecution (means we are giving them a reason to do so)
i. People not likely to get mad at you because you go to worship or Bible study, teach your child Christian values or pray in privacy of your own house
ii. People going to get mad when your works (i.e. living the Christian life and telling others of the need to do so also) convict them of sin that must be changed in their lives
iii. Bright light on a hill – world compared to that which is dark
a.) Think how bright a light seems in the darkness; 
b.) This is illustration carried much more effect in the days of rooms lit by small oil lamps
c. Christians in first century practices this (Ac. 8:3-4; 11:9)
d. Commanded of all of us (1 Pet. 3:15)
e. A primary function of elders (Tit. 1:9-11)
6. Examine things the preacher says; if true, it is same as God speaking (inspired message)
a. (1 Sam. 3:10) Like Samuel, faithful preacher will listen and relay the Lord’s message
b. (1 Sam. 3:18) Like Samuel, the faithful will accept what the Lord has to say on the matter
C. So, when the Lord says, “Tell others about me in spite of how others may spitefully treat you” will you be like Samuel and listen? Like Eli, will you accept what the Lord has to say?

II. Samuel said, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears” When Israel asked for a king (1 Sam. 8:3-5).
A. By this time there have been long line of judges over Israel – for centuries the Lord raised up judges (Jgs. 1:16) over Israel
B. Israel grows tired of corrupt leaders
1. Recently Hophni and Phinehas, sons of Eli had corrupted the tabernacle (1 Sam. 2:12-17ff)
2. Now, Samuel’s sons appear no better, corrupted themselves (1 Sam. 8:5)
C. Elders of Israel determine that appointing a king is  the answer to these problems
D. How would you feel if you were Samuel?
1. For generations, judges have served as the Lord’s spokesmen over Israel
2. Now, under your post in this position, Israel has rejected this system
3. Might feel as though you have let generations of tradition and your nation down but more importantly that you have failed the Lord
4. How do you feel, looking at our own nation who, like Israel, continues to reject the Lord and wants to follow the wisdom of ungodly men?
E. News heartbreaking to Samuel (1 Sam. 8:6)
1. Prays to the Lord, asking for His guidance in this troubling matter
2. Samuel accepts what the Lord has to say, just as Eli had accepted the bad news from the Lord saying, “Let Him do what seems good to Him.”
3. Lord, though disapproving as was Samuel, permits them to have their king
4. God foresaw and warned them about long before (Dt. 17:14-20)
5. Lord explains to Samuel that it is not a rejection of Him, but God whom he represents (1 Sam. 8:7-9)
F. Samuel, though he personally disapproved of the will of the people, followed the will of the Lord and gave them what they wanted…
1. …but not without warning (1 Sam. 8:10-18). The king will…
a. …take your sons to be his servants and to make weapons and serve in his armies…
b. …take your daughters to serve as perfumers, cooks and bakers…
c. …tax you and take your livestock and put your beasts of burden to work for himself…
d. …and you will see the day when you regret asking for a king!
2. …and not without chastising them for their poor judgment (1 Sam. 10:18-19) – tough to say but appropriate!
G. Like the  people in Israel’s day, when the Lord warns us about making the choice:
1. Will the Lord be king of your life…
2. …or will you chose to let your own desires rule over you?
H. Like Samuel, when the Lord speaks, you ought to say, “Here I am Lord.” (In other words, “I am here and I am listening, Lord. Command your servant. I am ready to obey.”

III. Samuel said, “Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears” when he had to remove Saul from being king over Israel (1 Sam. 15:23).
A. Israel received the king they had demanded.
B. Saul appointed as their first king
C. Samuel feels partially responsible
1. Feeling rejected by the people and feeling as though he let the Lord down 
2. Had taken part in selecting and appointing Israel’s first king
D. See Samuel keeping a close eye on this young king, guiding him along, hopping he will serve as an example as an obedient servant of the Lord
1. In only his second year as king Saul foolishly takes the responsibility of priest upon himself and offers a sacrifice to the Lord (1 Sam. 13)
2. Later, Saul takes a rash oath, binding it upon Israel forbidding them to eat , then breaking his own oath
3. Finally, Saul is sent to fulfill the promise of the Lord to completely and utterly destroy the descendants of Amalek (Dt. 17:25-19)	
a. Saul failed to do so, sparing the king and the best of the livestock and other spoils of war
b. Because of his disobedience, Samuel had to once again do the uncomfortable will of the Lord and remove Saul from being king (1 Sam. 15:26).
E. When we are close with people and hope so highly for them, it is difficult to withdraw ourselves from someone who has stopped following the Lord, yet that is exactly what a Christian does (2 Thess. 3:6)
a. When you see someone who is not walking with the  Lord do you faithfully refuse to go where they are going?
b. If you do not refuse to follow them, you will go where they are going (if you get my drift)!

Conclusion:
1. Samuel: A Life of Godly Examples to Follow, In Spite of Hardships
a. Samuel lived a life that said, “Her I am Lord, Use Me.” He lived a life of obedient service to the Lord even though uncomfortable, not easy, emotionally trying
b. Let the words of Samuel ring in your mind: “Here I am, Lord!”
c. Do you live a life that is useful in service to the Lord?
1. Samuel gave his life in service to the Lord however and whenever the Lord needed to use him…
1. …serving the Lord…
2. …speaking for the Lord…
3. …risking everything for the Lord.
2. This is the attitude we need too live out in our lives every day; Like Samuel may mean…
1. …telling people things they may not like to hear…
2. …doing things we may not want to do
3. …going places we may not want to go…
4. …even giving up things we may not want to let go of.
d. Real test of a faithful Christian is answer to the question, “When the Lord calls and speaks, do you listen?” You need to. If you haven’t done so, begin today!
2. Happy ending because of Samuel’s attitude (1 Sam. 3:19); Lesson: If you will follow the Lord, he will not let you fall!
3.  Challenge for this year:
a. Develop attitude, “Here I am Lord, use me!”
b. Read Bible – Bible reading schedules; individuals read them; couples read them together (Eph. 5:17)
c. As you read, remember inspiration – God is speaking; pay attention to the lessons God has for you.
d. When the Lord speaks through His word, be faithful enough to say in your heart, “Lord, here I am, use me” just as Samuel did so often throughout his life.
4. Let us pray:
a. Help us to see how you want to use us in our lives; strength to accept it
b. Ask the Lord to give you the strength to give youyrselves to Him fully, holding nothing back – difficult to let go
c. Give us opportunities
d. Help us to be better committed to Lord
e. Courage to go where He leads
f. Strength to do what we are called to do 
g. Help us to grow as individuals; give us new skills that we can use to serve & glorify the Lord
h. Use us until we are empty
i. Help us to be better servants
j. Cleanse us from sin and accept us on that great Day of Judgment, Amen!

Invitation:
1. What kind of life do you lead? A life that serves self and your own personal desires or the God of Heaven?
2.  The evidence of God surrounds us and His word is clear…those who will be saved are those who will obey His will
3.  God, through His inspired words tells us how people become His followers:
a. Hearing (Rom. 10:17)
b. Believing (Jn. 8:24)
c. Repenting (Lk. 13:3)
d. Confessing (Mat. 10:32-33)
e. Being obedient to His will for us, which includes baptism (1 Pet. 1:21)
f. And living a life  like Samuel in obedient service to Him (Rev. 2:10)
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