1Sam2_12-36ToWhomDoYouShowHonor
“To Whom Do You Show Honor?”
(1 Sam. 2:12-36)

Scripture Reading: Rom. 13:1-7

Accompanying Song: #x “Praise Him, Praise Him”

Subject: Honoring the Lord

Objective: Rather than giving preference to self and/or men, it is the Lord who deserves our honor.

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Doccuments\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\1 Samuel\1Sam2_12-36ToWhomDoYouShowHonor.docx

Introduction:
1. In my years as a Christian I have had many opportunities to stay with some very wonderful Christians on trips.
a. I have never been disappointed at the way I have been treated in the home of a Christian I have been staying with.
b. Though they have all been pleasant experiences, I one sticks out in my mind more than others.
c. When attending a lecture in Annandale, VA we (another preacher and myself) were welcomed into the home of  one Christian couple.
d. They met us at the church building and we followed them home.
e. They welcomed us in and immediately Bobby (the wife) began a frenzy of thinking of every possible thing she could do...offering us each our own bedroom for the week, making sure extra blankets and pillows were available and continuously asking if we would like something to drink.
f. We each woke early in the morning but never before Bobby. She had obviously been up long before and already had a five course breakfast made complete with a morning paper.
g. Each day before we left the house for our day at the lectures, Bobby would stop us and hand us a cooler fully packed with a lunch and extra goodies for the day.
h. Clark, her husband, even provided a car for us to drive back and forth to the meeting each day.
i. As we arrived at home in the evening, she had supper prepared for us and her husband, and to watch the two of them together you could see that it was obvious they were in love.
j. The couple truly went above and beyond to make us feel more than right at home. It was obvious they were placing us and our comfort at the very top of their list for the week.
k. They made you feel like royalty. We were truly and literally honored to be their guests for the week.

2. To whom do you show honor (Title Slide)?

3. In our story, taken from 1 Sam. 2:12-36 we will observe some who showed honor to the wrong people and we will learn to whom honor belongs.

Body: 
I. Do you show honor to self (1 Sam: 2:12-17 READ)?
A. Story takes place during the time of Samule’s youth – means that this was during the end of the period of the Judges when the tabernacle was located at Shiloh.

B. God made sufficient allowances for the priests:
1. (Lev. 7:28-36; Dt. 18:3) 
2. Provisions made, not that the priests were poor, uncared for; priests had special provisions made for them.

C. We are introduced to the type of men Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas had become - described as so morally bankrupt and morally corrupt , the Bible says that they did not know the Lord (1 Sam. 2:12). 
1. Not that they did not know about the Lord…
2. So corrupt that they obviously did not understand His nature nor live a life worthy of the calling of a priest.

D. Unsatisfied with the provisions the Lord had made for them, these corrupt, godless priests would take from the portion that belonged to the Lord.
1. Did not stop with taking portions of the offerings that belonged to the Lord (1 Sam. 2:22).
2. Thought nothing of their responsibility to the Lord and their service in the tabernacle.
3. Thought only of themselves.

E. How do 

II. Do you show more honor to others than the Lord (1 Sam. 2:22-36 READ)?
A. Eli was in the position of high priest. His responsibility to oversee the responsibilities of the tabernacle. He was also a judge over Israel for 40 years (1 Sam. 4:18).

B. Eli was well aware of the ungodly and unlawful conduct of his sons.

C. In spite of all that Eli knew what his sons were doing he was negligent of family discipline. 
1. Eli went and spoke to his sons (2 Sam. 2:24).
2. Yet his sons ignored his warning to stop their sins against the Lord.
3. Though Eli could have removed his sons from their positions because of his authority, Eli allowed their conduct to continue.

D. Because of this, God’s judgments fell upon his house and even Eli himself.

E. Eli was confronted with a choice: rebuking his sons or dishonoring God by allowing the evil ways of his sons to continue.
1. Eli chose to dishonor God.
2. Doubtful Eli saw what he was permitting to happen as a dishonor to the Lord; Eli showed some care for the Lord himself. Eli was able to bear news that his sons had died in battle, however when he learned that the ark of the Lord had been captured, he fell over and died (1 Sam. 4:12--18).
3. But Eli, in his choice to say nothing further about the sin he knew of and to willfully stand by and permit it to continue, to the Lord, it was a tremendous insult which made Eli just as worthy of punishment as his sons.

III. Do you show honor to the Lord?
A. Contrasted with the second chapter where neither Eli nor his sons had placed the Lord first in their lives is Hannah:
1. Had a husband who loved her dearly but Hannah was unable to bear children which broke her heart.

2. Hannah had gone to the tabernacle of the Lord and prayed and wept in anguish before Him.
a. She made a vow before the Lord promising if He would give her a child that she would give him to serve the Lord all the days of his life (1 Sam. 1:10-11).
b. The Lord opened her womb and gave Hannah a son.
c. True to her vow, she gave her only son to serve in the tabernacle before the Lord (1 Sam. 1:24-28).

3. Think of what a selfless act this was – desperate to have a child. The Lord may never give her another and when the child is born, instead of selfishly keeping the child for herself, Hannah thinks only of serving the Lord with what she has been given.
a. Huge contrast between Hannah’s offering  and the attitude of Hophni and Phinehas who not only kept what was allotted to them by the Lord but were not satisfied with their portion alone and would dip into the pot and take a portion of the Lord’s offering before even offering it to the Lord. 
b. These two men thought only of gratifying the desires of their bodies.

B. Who do you show honor to?
1. Do you honor yourself?

2. Are you like Eli, and instead of standing firmly and insisting upon godly principles, overlook the faults of those closest to you? Do you show honor to others (some man)?

3. Or do you show honor to the Lord, thinking of Him first in all that you do?

C. Priests of the Lord
1. In our story in 1 Sam. 2, Hophni and Phinehas are priests of the Lord (1 Sam. 1:3)
2. We are not in a situation unlike them, for we are priests of the Lord ourselves (1 Pet. 2:5, 9)
3. Eli’s sons were responsible for offeroing sacrifices that would be acceptable to God, though they failed in this regard.
4. Christians today, being priests, must offer acceptable sacrifices to the Lord (Rom. 12:1-2). When we become like Hophni and Phinehas and conform ourselves to worldly standards rather than God’s, the sacrifices we offer become unacceptable.
5. We become irreverent priests when we offer the Lord only the leftovers in our lives.

D. Tolerating sin: Church discipline
1. How would you react if someone were in sin within our congregation?
2. Just like Eli, we are to encourage the sinner to cease what they are doing and repent (Mat. 18:15-17; Jas. 5:19-20; 1 Cor. 5:1-2, 4-8). 
a. Caution: not just a mild form of reproof like Eli gave his sons:
i. “Don’t do this, my sons!”
ii. The sons ignore Eli’s warning and continue in sin as they were.
iii. Eli apparently content to feel as though he had done what he could.
b. Will we do this? 
c. What if they will not repent? 
d. Will we willfully stand by idly and allow it to continue unchallenged? 
e. Yet some may argue:
i. Give them time to change (some time, yes; long time, no Gal. 5:9; not talking about something questionable or something that requires great deal of effort to understand a doctrinal truth)
a.) Strange to me that you would not bring a blanket into your home with just a few bedbugs on it
b.) You would not ignore just one or two rats in your cupboard
c.) Would not ignore cancer in your pinky toe.
ii. Wait, maybe the problem will go away on its own
iii. Don’t want to cause trouble/division in the church
iv. We should not be mean to other people
v. Do not judge others (Mat. 7:1)
f. The story of Eli and his sons teaches us a valuable lesson in this regard. WE MUST NOT TOLERATE SIN AMONG US, EVEN AMONG OUR LEADERSHIP!
i. Speaks to us as parents and the importance of disciplining our children to mold them into faithful servants of the Lord (Dt. 6:6-7).
ii. Further reminds us of the importance of leaders setting a good example. Living righteously (Rom. 2:22-24; cf. vs. 13; 2 Pet. 2:2)
g. To tolerate sin is to dishonor the Lord as well as the people (1 Sam. 2:25).

Conclusion:
1. Again, to whom do you show honor? Self? Men? God?
2.  We cannot tolerate sin either in our own lives or in the church and still claim that we honor the Lord.

Invitation:
1. Honoring the Lord means giving Him your very life.
2.  He desires for you to obey His commandments. Will you honor Him by doing so?
3.  Few conditions placed upon your salvation. 
4. Will you honor the Lord through submitting to Him in obedience?
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