1Sam15BleatingSheepLowingOxen
“Bleating Sheep & Lowing Oxen”
(1 Sam. 15)

Scripture Reading:  1 Sam. 15:1-9

Accompanying Song: “Trust and Obey”

Subject: Total Obedience

Objective: To help the listener to see truths from 1 Sam. 15, primarily the need to humble ourselves and carefully obey the commands of the Lord

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\Old Testament\1 Samuel\1Sam15BleatingSheepLowingOxen.docx

Introduction:
1. Illustration:
· Share w/you a story of a woman named Lyn and her husband who loved birds
· (Opening Slide) Bought new young parakeet named Splash as a mate for their female parakeet, Chine 
· Splash was only a few weeks when he said his first words, “You’re a good boy!”
· The two birds got along very well from the start, in fact too well. Normally, parakeets shouldn’t mate for 1st yr. because it can be harmful, even dangerous for the female’s body to lay eggs that young, but splash had other ideas
· Lyn tried rearranging the cage, removed the newspaper, covered the cage for 12-13 hrs./day to give them plenty of sleep and took away anything that might encourage the two to use as a makeshift nesting area but it was to no avail. The more Lyn tried to discourage mating, the two birds were determined.
· Few weeks later, Chine produced her first clutch of eggs. She sat on them for 4 weeks but they did not hatch, she was just too young. Lyn thought the couple had learned their lesson but they hadn’t. She noticed the two trying the same thing again. 
· She thought maybe she could reason with Splash, so she took him out of his cage, let him perch on her finger and she tried to explain to him saying, “You’re a naughty…” but before she could finish her sentence he interrupted with “You’re a good boy!”
· The couple were determined to do things their way. Again they tried to hatch some younglings, but again the clutch of eggs produced no baby birds.
· It seems that this time the couple learned their lesson because they quit trying.
· Finally, after they were over a year old, Lyn bought them a nesting box. They mated again and hatched three beautiful baby birds.
2. Summary (1 Sam. 15):
a. Saul = king of Israel
b. Lord has spoken to Samuel to send orders for Saul to send his army to punish Amalekites;
c. Specific instructions (1 Sam. 15:3)
d. Massive army assembled and Saul handily defeats them, but not without causing some problems for himself and others when Samuel hears the sound of “Bleating Sheep and Lowing Oxen”.
3. Today’s lesson: on the type of people the Lord wants his followers to be.

Body: 
I. “Heed the voice of the words of the Lord.” (1 Sam. 15:1)
A. Just like our illustration about the parakeets, some of us are not very different. We want to do things our own way but God has His way He wants us to live our lives. Although we know the Bible teaches us His will, in spite of what He says, we try to convince Him, “I’m a good boy!” just like the parakeet. The sorry thing is, that God just isn’t buying it and when we insist on doing things our own way, we should not be surprised when it does not turn out like it should.
B. As story of 1 Sam. 15 opens, King Saul given word through prophet Samuel that it is time to attack the Amalekites, given some clear, specific instructions:
1. Attack Amalekites
2. Utterly destroy all that they have and do not spare them: men, women, even nursing children and beasts of the field
3. Saul failed to complete this task as commanded.
C. Just like kings with crowns today, we are warned to obey the Lord, even at expense of our own life (Rev. 2:10)
D. As our story unfolds, we will see dire consequences for ignoring the EXACT commands of the Lord!

II. God will not fail to keep His word.
A. At open of 1 Sam. 15 attack of the Amalekites might seem unwarranted, 
B. Attack not without reason
1. Saul sent to attack the Amalek “for what He did to Israel” (1 Sam. 15:2)
a. Amalekites were nomadic raiders whose borders had been from southern Judea into the Sinai Peninsula.
b. (Dt. 25:17-19) Amalek attacked the Israelites as they tried to pass through to the Promised Land
i. Had not attacked in fair battle – he attacked the from the rear; not attacked army or armed men ready for battle but rather the weary stragglers, those least able to defend themselves (Ex. 17:8). 
ii. Amalekites attacked the traveling caravan without provocation, probably supposing them to be an easy target.
iii. Most striking – when he did it, it says that he did so and he did not fear God
iv. God promised to punish him for this.
2. We might expect some immediate justice; however, the Lord keeps His word in His own way, on His own timetable.
a. In our story we see the frightening patience of the Lord, timeless in nature
i. When we are wronged by our enemies, we want immediate justice
ii. We don’t want to get even, we want REVENGE!
iii. What’s more, we want to be there to see it – to see justice dealt to our enemies just as they deserve!
b. God did not approve of Amalek’s attack against His people; promises that justice will one day be paid to them
c. Lord speaks to Moses, promising that he would one day exact justice on the Amalekites for their injustice against Israel.
3. Might ask the Lord,  “Why attack now?” 
a. Ancient history, the people who committed these actions against Israel are not even still alive, but the Lord keeps His word.
b. The Lord’s retaliation to execute judgment against Amalek does not come in a matter of days, weeks, months, years or even decades…the attack from Israel takes place some 350 years +/- later!
c. Lesson hidden in here – our actions can bring about negative consequences not only for ourselves but also for future generations to come, a lesson our nation’s leaders would do well to heed.
d. Reminds us of Num. 32:23b “…take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.”
e. Be cautious – might get away w/sin for a season, but eventually they will find you out! Nonne will escape judgment!
C. There are consequences for sin. God will punish sin, a lesson Saul should have learned from the beginning.
D. (Hebrews 10:31) “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

III. The Proud Will Be Humbled.
A. Saul victorious in battle against Amalekites; becomes very proud of his victory…so proud in fact, that he sets us a monument “for himself” (1 Sam. 15:12)
1. Saul has missed something: this battle was not won by the might of a king, the strength of his army or superior tactical planning…God gave the victory
2. Saul needs reminding the same thing we all need to be reminded from time to time: There is no such thing as a self-made man! Saul was great, but only because:
a. He was equipped by God’s Spirit (1 Sam. 10:9)
b. He was not made king because of popular acclaim, but because he was God’s choice (1 Sam. 10:24)
B. Proud of all of YOUR accomplishments in life?
1. Education? Job? Finances? Social status?  
2. There is nothing you possess but what God Himself has either caused or allowed!
C. Saul has forgotten WHY God chose him (1 Sam. 15:17); he has become someone unlike the man God chose in first place! Must remember:
a. The Lord appoints (1 Sam. 15:1)
b. The Lord can also remove (1 Sam. 15:28)
D. If appointed BY GOD, then appointed for HIS PURPOSE (not his own); 
1. We are appointed to a “royal” position as well (1 Pet. 5:4)What was true for Saul is certainly true of the Lord’s people  today:
a. If we are appointed as heirs (Tit 3:7) and…
b. The Lord saves us and adds us to His saved body, the church (Ac. 2:47)… 
c. …then we are appointed to such a position in order to do the will of the Lord (Rom. 8.28)!
E. The greatest mistake that Saul made as king over Israel was to forget to defer to the Divine King Over All (Lesson for all leaders today: in church, political and otherwise)

IV. God is neither pleased with nor fooled by partial obedience (1 Sam. 15:13)!
A. As Samuel approached Saul, he joyfully reports of his success (1 Sam. 15:14)
B. Saul tried a private interpretation of God’s commands (1 Sam. 15:20).
1. Saul - partial obedience (had attacked the Amalekites as commanded) but had not utterly destroyed everything
a. Clarification: Not that Saul misunderstood, confused, made mistake, no miscommunication – command  to utterly destroy everything was crystal clear 
b. Even if we do not understand or agree with God’s reasoning we must obey it!
c. Problem: Saul thought the end justified the means
d. When confronted about the noises coming from  the animals – “Oh, those? We were going to use those to sacrifice to the Lord!” (Sure he was!)
e. Lesson for all to learn: If God wants something, He is wise enough to specify it!
2. (2 Pet. 1:20) What God says to you, He says to me!
a. Problem: Saul thought to himself: Look at the good livestock, spoils of the land – why let them go to waste?
b. Saul overlooked the fact that this was not his war – God’s war and He sent him into battle
i. Not a war of self-defense but a type of “holy war” so to speak
ii. God was carrying out His sentence of judgment against a people
iii. God’s war, the Lord’s victory,  therefore the spoils were for Him to decide what to do with
3. Men still trying to do so today “…untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” (2 Pet. 3:16b)
a. Men ought to examine themselves
b. People all around us in the world claiming to live a life of servitude to the Lord (until you try to point out ALL that the Lord has commanded) then you get some kind of response that often sounds like, “Don’t confuse me with the facts.”
c. People supposedly living in obedience:
i. Who will not obey God’s laws concerning marriage…
ii. Who do not evangelize to others…
iii. Who claim they love the Lord and then forsake the assembling of the saints…
iv. Who live covetous, worldly lives…
v. Who worship in ways outside of the divine pattern or turn the body of Christ into something it was never intended to be!
vi. Most of them won’t study the Bible with you…if we are both servants of the Lord and believers, what in the world are we afraid of? 
a.) Afraid of finding out we are wrong and might need to change? Why be afraid of that? 
b.) I would be more afraid of remaining wrong. Saul’s poor example we are studying stresses the importance of making certain that we are right!
c.) People unwilling to study out their differences are doomed to remain with the wrong beliefs if they are and if they are so certain they are right, they ought to be teaching others the truth
d.) How would God view someone UNWILLING to teach others His way?
vii. Forget Bible study and following the divine pattern – these folks aren’t interested in what the first century church did or what it was like…yet they repeat (as Saul did) “We have performed the commandment of the Lord.”
viii. In the minds of these folks somehow we can all believe differently on a number of things leading to different teaching, leading to different practices and we can all be splintered and divided in spite of Paul’s commands not to be in 1 Cor. 1:10 and in their eyes there isn’t a thing wrong with it!

V. One cannot justify disobedience (sin) before the Lord.
A. Partial obedience is not obedience at all! Samuel said Saul’s partial obedience was not good enough (1 Sam. 15:22-23)!
1. God will not accept your worship if you are disobedient!
2. Good intentions are not enough.
3. Obey first, then God will accept your worship!
4. If ever a lesson that teaches that it makes a difference to God what one believes and practices, this is it!
5. There are no ceremonies, no amount of sacrifices, no matter how good the preaching or how beautiful the singing might be, it does not make up for error and disobedience to the Lord!
B. Saul must have reasoned that so long as the good outweighed the bad, the Lord would accept what He had done.
1. Man often forgets – God sovereign and need not negotiate His commands with mere man!
2. Notice that when Saul tries to explain himself before Saul his response is “Be quiet!” God does not want your excuses, He wants your obedience!
C. People today are full of excuses as to why they do not obey the Lord
1. Have to work
2. Family came into town
3. Tired
4. Don’t feel good (we all miss due to illness from time to time but some seem to find an excuse to miss at every minor illness)
5. Don’t like the preaching
6. Some excuse about the members
7. “I should, but…”
8. Weather
9. Driving at night
D. Real question: will the Lord accept your excuses!
E. Lesson: God will not accept 50%, 75%, even 99% obedience (nothing less than 100% obedience!)
F. (1 Sam. 15:11) We also see in the Lord’s response to Saul, when we disobey the Lord we hurt Him; cause Him deep regret
1. Think of how much the Lord has done for you; what you owe to Him
2. Illust. Child who wants to please their parents; feels deep disappointment when they realize they have let them down
3. When disobey, like letting your beloved Father down; ought to bother you; Samuel cried all night (sin should bother us deeply – cause us to lose sleep; reality: should have been Saul up all night)

VI. We must obey the Lord in spite of what others think (1 Sam. 15:24).
A. No reason in world why Saul could not have been like David, a great king over Israel.
B. Saul had weakness: persuaded by what other people thought; text leads us to believe that the pressure of others led him to keep spoils of war
C. Warning in our lesson about importance of fearing God rather than men; I wonder how many people will not stand for truth because of fear of what others might think
D. Do not fear men, rather obey God
E. (1 Sam. 15:32-33) Regardless of how distasteful we may find the commands of the Lord, God must be obeyed
1. Hacking into pieces – utterly destroying him as the Lord had commanded be done to his people!
2. Faithful children of God must sometimes be willing to do what others will not

VII. When others stray from the truth, we must refuse to follow them (1 Sam. 15:25-27).
A. Saul disobeyed the Lord; wanted Samuel to simply pardon what he had done
B. Saul had acted foolishly before the Lord before
C. Samuel determined he could not follow this path of unrighteousness; departed from Saul
D. We must be like this!
1. When others have gone astray, we cannot continue with them as though nothing wrong
a. Temptation to overlook sin, hope it will resolve itself, pretend nothing wrong
b. When speaking of the path the unrighteous walk, the wise man said these words (Pr. 1:15; 4:14)
2. After this event, Samuel is never found with Saul again!

Conclusion:
1. Hope that we have all seen how important it is to submit to the Lord fully and completely  - to every one of His commands.
2.  Won’t you submit to the Lord’s commands now?
3. Some commands you must consider:

Invitation:
1. (Jn. 8:24) Believe
2. (Ac. 17:30) Repent 
3. (Mat 10:32-33) Confess  
4.  (Ac. 22:16) Be baptized, washing away your sins
5. (Heb. 5:9) Obeying any other commands that apply to us
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