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“After God’s Own Heart”
(1 Sam. 13:8-14)

Times & Locations Preached:
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: 
Objective: 
Location: 

Introduction:
1. (Ac. 13:21-23) In Paul’s sermon at Antioch, he briefly recalls the statement made by Paul about David…that he was a man after God’s own heart.
a. That is a statement all of us should envy “…a man after my own heart who will do all my will.”
b. Should be a statement that we all desire that it should be said of ourselves …
c. Should be something that can be said of every faithful Christian – to be a person after God’s own heart!

2. In the context of this statement and the story in the Old Testament that it has reference to, there seems to be a clear contrast here, between the first king over Israel and their second.
a. Saul is remembered by God with regret for having made Him king over Israel…
b. …whereas David is spoken of favorably.

3. Saul is remembered as simply the king Israel “asked for” whereas David is remembered as the king who was a man “after God’s own heart.”
a. Remember that the reason Saul came to be king in the first place was because Israel had rejected God from ruling over them through His system of judges He had established…
b. Instead they sought for a king so that they could be like the nations that surrounded them.
c. In spite of the fact that God warned them of the troubles that would come as a result of having a king placed over them, the people still wanted one, so give the people what they wished for was what the Lord did.

4. David was chosen to be king because he was a “man after God’s own heart”. 
a. Why did the Spirit inspire this record to be written about David not only once, but twice throughout the Bible? 
b. I believe it is for us to see one of the qualities of the Lord’s people…
c. Even qualities that were perfected and characterized our Lord Himself!

5. In our study, let’s…
a. Consider some of the attitudes that David had that caused him to come to be known as a man after God’s own heart.
b. Let’s consider some of the similarities between David and the life of Christ…

Body: 
I. David Was Obedient to the Lord
A. In  the original setting, found at 1 Sam. 13:8-14 we are given a clear picture of why David was chosen by God to replace Saul as king over Israel. First, the background to our story must be understood – what Samuel had originally instructed Saul to do (1 Sam. 10:8).
1. (Read 1 Sam. 13:8-14). 
2. Clearly, Saul was presumptuous and anxious to get the show on the road.
3. Notice that he waited, but it did not matter that Samuel was running a little behind
a. Saul, having the proper motive, still did something that was unlawful for him to do…
i. …it was not his place as king to offer the burnt offering – he was performing the job reserved solely for the priest.
ii. His motive may have been right – vs. 12 says that his motive was one out of concern for the approaching battle he would have with the Philistines at Gilgal. He did not want to go to war without asking the Lord to supply Him victory. 
iii. In the absence of a priest to offer the burnt offering, he decided to offer it himself.
a.) Of course the O.T. contains shadows and types of things that would later be revealed in the New Testament
b.) Offerings cannot be offered by the individual because:
i.) A sinful individual, unpurified cannot offer sacrifice for themselves. Neither is there any record that record Samuel ever  purified Himself before offering the sacrifice nor was he qualified – he was not the priest!
ii.) They looked forward to the day when Christ would act as our high priest, offering 
· The altar symbolized what Christ would eventually do for us
· What Samuel was doing was the equivalent of saying “we need no priest, I can offer it myself” 
· The problem is that we cannot save ourselves – it took the sacrifice of Christ, our High priest to act on our behalf.
· Under this foreshadowing, it ultimately discredited the sacrifice that Christ, our High priest would eventually offer on our behalf!

B. Notice: Saul was seeking to do something that was simply not authorized under the law.
1. In Saul’s eyes, the end clearly justifies the means, but not in the Lord’s
2. Saul’s response seems to indicate that he felt  that an unlawful sacrifice was preferable to no sacrifice at all.
3. When Samuel confronts him for what he has wrongfully done Saul uses the excuse, “The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the LORD.' Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering." (1 Samuel 13:12 NKJV)

4. The Lord obviously shows disapproval with this attitude (1 Sam. 13:13-14).
a. The lesson: regardless of our motive, no matter how great our intentions may be, God is not happy with us  doing things to worship and honor Him that He has not authorized us to do.
b. In fact, God was so displeased with this attitude that He effectively removed Saul as king over His people and chose one who would obey Him “…David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.” (Ac. 13:22b)

C. Jesus was like David – He saw God’s word as what sustained Him, kept him alive (Jn. 4:34).

D. Why was David obedient?

II. David loved the word of God.
A. Obvious in so many of the statements made by David (Psa. 119:97; 47-48)
1. It was not that David merely loved God’s word, but He meditated on it
2. Thought about it constantly…
3. Helped him to understand it with greater depth…
4. He used  it to guide His daily life – saw how the word of God was applicable to every facet of daily life!

B. David found practical value in the words – much more than a dead letter 
1. He saw its ability to protect Him from sin (Psa. 119:11).
2. It was able to revive him when he was being afflicted (Psa. 119:50).
3. It gave him great peace of mind (Psa. 119:165).

C. Jesus saw the word of God much like David.
1. He used it as a protection against sin (Mat. 4:4, 7, 10).
2. He saw it as something that could sustain Him during times of affliction/temptation…

D. Do you see the word of God like this?
1. Do you “hide” it in your heart?
2. Do you find it as a source of comfort when tempted/afflicted? (Hard to sin when you are focused upon a pertinent passage of scripture.)
3. We need to learn from the godly council of David (Psa. 1:1-3).

E. David was also considered a man after God’s own heart because…


III. David Loved to Pray
A. Not just casual, hit-and-miss practice; not only when convenient, David had a regular, productive prayer life (evidenced heavily in the Psalms He was inspired to author Psa. 116:1-2)

B. Did not see prayer as an empty, useless tool – he prayed a nd payed attention and could see evidence in His life where God had answered His prayers before!

C. Could see in His life that he was not a self-made man, but enjoyed the things he did because the Lord had blessed him (Psa. 116:12-13).

D. David saw one of the benefits of prayer – that it brought him closer  to the Lord (Psa. 145:18). 
1. I think one can tell how good their relationship is with the Lord by seeing how often they pray to God and what they pray to Him about.
2. How is your relationship with the Lord.
a. If you communicated with your wife/husband the same way you do with the Lord, how would your relationship be?
b. Would you be guilty of saying the same things over and over again?
c. Would there be heartfelt meaning behind what you said?
d. How often would you talk with them? 
e. What kinds of serious issues would you discuss?
f. Would you speak in a way that demonstrates honor and respect? (How well do you get along with your spouse if they feel you don’t respect them)?

E. (Again, Hard to sin when you are engaged in deep, meaningful prayer!)

F. Jesus loved prayer as well. Jesus: A Man of Prayer
1. Began ministry at baptism w/prayer (Lk. 3:21)
2. Dying on the cross He ended His life in communication with the Father (Lk. 23:46)
3. (Lk. 9:18) He went out alone to pray
4. (Lk. 6:12) Jesus prayed all night
5. (Mk. 1:35) Jesus Got up before daylight to pray
6. (Lk. 5:15) He withdrew Himself to pray
7. Made it a priority:
8. Mk. 3, Jn. 4 Jesus to busy to eat
9. Jesus to busy to sleep Lk. 6
10. Never too busy to pray the Father
11. Never was a man who had a greater impact on the world

G. Do you love prayer? Is it an important part of your life like it was for David, the man after God’s own heart?
1. Have you found it to be a source of peace which “surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:6-7)?
2.  Do you “pray without ceasing.” (1 Thess. 5:17)
3. Do we see prayer as something that “preserves us? (Psa. 32:6-7)

H. Prayer is a form of praise and if we examine both David’s life and the life of Christ, we’ll diiscover…

IV. David loved to praise God
A. “Seven times a day I praise You, Because of Your righteous judgments.” (Psalms 119:164 NKJV)

B. Again, this was part of who David was – a lifelong practice (Psa. 104:33).

C. We may have many pictures of Jesus in our mind:
1. Might think of the Jesus who taught boldly…
2. Maybe we think of the Jesus who healed the sick, caused the blind to see and brought the dead back to life.
3. When you think of Jesus, do you see Him as one who loved to praise God?
a. He prayed publically on one occasion (Mat. 11:25-26)
b. He sang a hymn with His disciples shortly before His death (Mat. 26:30).

D. We ought to ask ourselves if we love to praise God like we should…as Christ and David did?
1. Do you sing out loud? With your heart?
2. When you pray is your mind saying words with the one leading prayer?
3. Do you praise the Lord throughout the week? (Nothing that says we cannot praise the Lord throughout the week, outside of services, in fact, just the opposite is true.)

E. We also notice that…

V. David loved unity among brethren…
A. (Psa. 133:1)

B. Jesus desired unity of His followers:
1. (Jn. 17:20-23)
2. Died for the sake of unity (Eph. 2:13-16)

C. Do you take the strides necessary to create and  preserve unity?
1. Having the proper attitudes (Eph. 4:1-3)?
2. Are you willing to mark those who are causing division (Rom. 16:17)?

D. Last, but not least…

VI. David hated every false way.
A. As we began our lesson, we contrasted the first two kings of Israel: David and Saul.
1. Saul took it upon Himself to offer a burnt offering, disobeying the word of God…
2. …whereas David is described as the man after God’s own heart that God said “who will do my will.”

B. David wanted so strongly to do the Lord’s will that he was inspired to write (Psa. 119:104)

C. Jesus and David had something else in common in this instance. 
1. Jesus drove the money changers from the temple in Mat. 21
2. He condemned the false righteousness and disregard for the law demonstrated by the scribes and Pharisees in Mat. 23.

D. We need to ask ourselves if we share these same attitudes toward things that are false?
1. Are we soft? Do we compromise?
2. Or do we act as though we are in a battle against those things that oppose the Lord and His righteousness (2 Cor. 10:3-5)?

Conclusion:
1. David was mentioned by not one but two biblical writers to be a man “after God’s OWN heart.”
2. Think about what a complimentary phrase that really is – to have your name included in the pages of inspiration as one who is “after GOD’S OWN heart.”
3. Because David had this type of heart, he had all of these attributes described in this lesson.
4. Further, we have seen where Jesus possessed these same qualities.
5. Now the only question remaining is whether or not WE have the same heart that David and the Lord had? Are you, like David…like Jesus…motivated to do ALL the Lord’s will (Mat. 7:21)?

Invitation:
1. If you have never obeyed the gospel but have the heart of David and the heart of Jesus that you are willing to obey God at this time…
2. If you have a heart that is after God’s own heart, come forward willing to confess Christ before men, repent of your sins, be baptized for their remission, and walk a new life as a Christian, then today you have that opportunity.

Bibliography
There are no sources in the current document.

Slide logo: [image: http://www.teachmsoffice.com/images/office_logos/powerpoint_logo.jpg] # (indicates an accompanying Power Point Slide is available, slide number following.)
Michel D. Mahler		Page 2 of 7

image1.jpeg




