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“Are You Peculiar?” (Part 1)
(1 Pet.)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, July 3, 2011
Scripture Reading: 
Accompanying Song: # “”
Subject: Christian Living
Objective: To help the Christian to realize that part of their faith includes becoming very different from those in the world around us and to help the Christian to feel comfortable in being so. In this lesson, we will examine several of the things the Christian will NOT be doing that will make us peculiar according to several passages in 1 Peter.
Location: 

Introduction:
1. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: (1 Peter 2:9 KJV)

2. Simon and Garfunkel came out with a song in 1965 entitled “A Most Peculiar Man”
He was a most peculiar man.
That's what Mrs. Riordan said and she should know;
She lived upstairs from him
She said he was a most peculiar man.

He was a most peculiar man.
He lived all alone within a house,
Within a room, within himself,
A most peculiar man.

He had no friends, he seldom spoke
And no one in turn ever spoke to him,
'Cause he wasn't friendly and he didn't care
And he wasn't like them.
Oh, no! he was a most peculiar man.

He died last Saturday.
He turned on the gas and he went to sleep
With the windows closed so he'd never wake up
To his silent world and his tiny room;
And Mrs. Riordan says he has a brother somewhere
Who should be notified soon.
And all the people said, "What a shame that he's dead,
But wasn't he a most peculiar man?"

Body: 
I. What It Means To Be “Peculiar”
A. Peculiar – like our illustration, the word “peculiar” carries with it a negative connotation in our vernacular today:
1. If someone were to remark, “he’s a little peculiar” we would not assume that to be a positive statement about someone.
2. Peculiar: 
a. One def. in Miriam-Webster Dict. Says, “unusual, strange, or unconventional”
b. Synonyms given: Odd, strange, weird, abnormal, eccentric, etc. (not words most people who care about what others think would want used to describe them)

B. Nonetheless, Christians are to be “peculiar”  (in another sense, though)… 
a. The entire book (most of the thoughts of 1 Pet. seem to be related, in one sense or another to being “peculiar”…different from those in the world around us.
b.  (1 Pet. 2:9 NKJV translates “His own special people”)
i. The other def. in Miriam-Webster says, “belonging exclusively to or identified distinctly with somebody or something”
ii. It is meant in the sense that we are unusual (according to what we normally see in the world); atypical
c.  Even still, living the Christian life will make us different 

2. Herein lies our problem: As Christians, we are to be peculiar, but our very society has conditioned us from the days of our youth to fear being viewed as different in almost any way!
a. Carries with it the idea that Christians will be very different from the world in which they live
b. Being different might bring about persecution, people saying unkind things, confrontations, loss of popularity, etc.
3. Let’s examine several ways that the Christian is different by looking at several verses contained throughout the book of 1 Peter…

C. In this lesson, we will point out several things that Peter mentions that will be ABSENT in the life of a faithful Christian.

II. Things Absent In Our Lives:
A. Sin:
1. Human beings have a tendency to want to do things that they shouldn’t be doing from time to time.
a. Have you ever found yourself tempted to do something that you shouldn’t be doing?
i. Eating that piece of cheesecake when you really don’t need it?
ii. Watching TV when you should be getting the household chores done?
b. The same can be true of sin…although we know it is wrong, our carnal desires draw us in to do something we know to be wrong.

2. Peter describes a transformation that the Christian must undergo from being the old man of sin to being a new creature in Christ:
a. “as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." (1 Peter 1:14-16 NKJV)

i. This might be an uncomfortable question for each of us to ask ourselves…
ii. Would you describe your conduct on this earth as “holy”? (If not, then we have work to do!)
iii. Note: holiness is not a low standard that is set. We are called to be just as holy as the Lord who called us! (I think we all have work to do!)

b. He describes not only a change of action, but also a change of mind: “…since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (1 Pet. 4:1)
i. The problem some people face is that they try to be a Christian thinking like the world does.
ii. The mind of Christ and the mind of the world are often at odds with one another.
iii. Do you strive to see things as Christ does?
a.) Your primary focus in this life is to serve the Father and lead others to Him.
b.) Has absolutely nothing to do with fulfilling our own will/desire and has everything with giving our entire being to serving the Lord and to serving others!

B. A Life Devoid Of Carnal Attitudes 
1. If we want to avoid sin as mentioned earlier, then we need to rid our thoughts of carnal attitudes.

2. “… laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking” (1 Pet. 2:1)

3. “…abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.” (1 Pet. 2:11b-12)

4. When we sin, we often think of it as rejecting the will of the Lord and, instead, choosing to do what we want to do.
a. In the end, I believe that people who sin do not fully comprehend what they are actually doing most of the time.
b. We think we are getting our own way…what we want.
c. Do you want the destruction of your soul?
d. We tend to see things only from the surface. 
i. The fornicator thinks all that he’s getting is sexual gratification…
ii. The drug addict thinks all that he is getting is another high…
iii. The man who sleeps in rather than worshipping the Lord thinks he is just getting more sleep.
iv. The Christian who is too fearful to speak to their friends and neighbors – all they think that they are getting is getting out of an uncomfortable situation.
v. But by fulfilling our own fleshly lusts instead of fulfilling the will of the Lord Peter tells us that we are doing things that are at “war against” our own souls!
vi. In other words, doing things that are not in harmony with the will of the Lord are self-destructive activities (and we may not even fully comprehend what we are doing)!
5. Are you peculiar in the sense that 1) there is the absence of sin in your life and 2) that shows through the absence of carnal attitudes?

C. Retaliating against evil for evil:
1. Notice several statements Peter makes:
a. “For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously” (1 Pet. 2:19-23)

b. Instead, returning evil with kindness: “not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. For ‘He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil.’" (1 Pet. 3:9-12)

c. He is talking about those who overcome evil by doing good “…this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men” (1 Pet. 2:15b) 
i. Difficult to want to put into practice
ii. Often, when someone has wronged us, our first response might be revenge
iii. Others might simply want to avoid such people form that moment forward.
iv. These passages do not lend the idea of retaliating or avoidance but rather to seek that person out and show them kindness.
v. Instead, evil is overcome with good (Rom. 12:20)
vi. Returning evil for evil, only leads to feuding 
a.) Illustration: Hatfield and the McCoys) 
b.) On the other hand, it’s hard to want to do evil to someone who is always kind to you!
c.) It’s not easy to be angry with someone who is feeding you good food!
vii. Think about it: when someone does evil to you, evil in return is exactly what they expect.  To return evil with kindness is a most peculiar behavior indeed!
d. Being peculiar about how we respond to others who have acted against us can serve as an incredible witnessing tool to others in the world!

D. A Christian will not live like this world is their home.
1. Rather,  as one who carries a temporal view of the world 
2. (1 Pet. 1:17b) “conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear”
3. “Soldiers and Pilgrims” (1 Pet. 2:11)
4. Something that is strange for the Christian to do: purchase life insurance, or spending a life’s savings to cling to this life for as long as one can…
a. Do we have the same attitude as Paul, who said, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. (Philippians 1:21-24 NKJV)
b. Of course, there is nothing wrong with wanting to remain here on earth to care for others and continue to labor for the Lord for as long as we can…
c. …It is quite another thing to cling to this life with all that we have because we fear death because of doubts about our faith.
5. Some people seem to demonstrate (through their actions) that they look at this world as a permanent home rather than a temporary one. The majority of their lives are spent centered around building things that are temporal (education, income, possessions, social status, etc.)
6. What do others see when they view your life from the outside…
a. …a person who has built up their lives as though this earth will be their permanent residence…
i. …or a person who looks as though they are ready any time the Lord should call them home?

E. Immodest dress: women are commanded, “…Do not let your adornment be merely outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves…” (3:3-5a)
1. Spoke to a friend of mine who preaches. He was troubled by a couple who left – said the woman always took offense to things such as preaching about dressing modestly.
2. Peter is clear…being a Christian does not only involve inward change, but those changes of heart and attitude are also manifested in outward ways.
3. The point that I made previously was that a Christian will not live as though this world is their permanent home…the Christian should not be overly consumed with outward beauty that will fade, but rather they ought to concern themselves with the inward beauty that will ENDURE FOREVER!
4. What do others see when they observe your appearance? Do they see someone who has invested a lot into the outward person, or is it the inward person that makes you attractive?

F. Associating with those who are involved in sin: Peter writes that others will “…think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.” (1 Pet. 4:4)
1. Humans are creatures that do not do well all alone. From the garden of Eden, the Lord designed man with an natural desire for companionship.
2. When Christians do not work together as they should and when Christians are not actively involved in one another’s lives, we can become lonely.
3. Also, our contact with those in the world can lead us to encounter people we like on a personal level.
4. The Christian must be cautious…sometimes people in the world encourage us to act like people in the world (either through their encouragement or by example).
5. Peter says that faithful Christians will be thought to act strangely because they refuse to do the same things the world does.
6. In our era it might be thought strange that a Christian chooses to:
a. Refuse their children to go to prom (because of some of the activities that go on there)
b. Abstain from participating in secular holidays because it violates their conscience (have known of Christians who do not celebrate Halloween, Christmas, etc.)
c. Abstain from drinking alcoholic beverages
d. Avoid public swimming areas because of immodesty issues
7. Some Christians choose not to allow their children to run in the “same flood of dissipation” by homeschooling their children to avoid the influence of children that are not raised in Christian homes.

G. Breaking the law:
1.  “…  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by Him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.  For this is the will of God… Honor the king.”  (1 Pet. 2:13-17)

2. “…let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.” (1 Pet. 4:15-16) 

3. A Christian ought to be peculiar in the sense that they should not be well-known for seeing their name appear in the court records in the local paper (unless in a positive sense).

4. Christians witness to others, not only through sharing gospel, but also by setting a good example for others to see.  
a. Part of setting that good example is through obedience to the law (a Christian should not be know for being a trouble maker).
b. In fact, Peter encouraged the Christian Elders to be “examples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:3b)

5. ESPECIALLYas a Christian, we will probably see things our government with which we strongly disagree.

6. The temptation might be there to refuse submission to governmental authorities.

7. Even though the political world may collapse around us…even if our society declines into rebellion, the Christian will be peculiar in these matters.

H. Rebellious attitudes among young people: “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders…” (1 Pet. 5:5a)
1. I am always pleased when others have commented to us that we have well-behaved children.
2. Disclaimer: Some children are stronger-willed than other children.
3. As much as is possible, the Christian needs to have their children under control and well-disciplined.
4. As our family walks the aisles of the local department store, others shouldn’t normally see our children misbehaving, throwing a fuss!
5. Sometimes young people may disobey and embarrass us as parents. The important aspect of this is that people should not see us TOLLERATE disrespect, back talking elders, etc. 
a. Far too many parents tolerate this in their own homes…
b. We see that carry over into the school systems.
c. A half century ago teachers said their biggest problems were chewing gum, running in the halls, and not raising the hand to ask to go to the bathroom. Today they list the biggest problems as drugs, violence, pregnancy and suicide.
6. So the world will view us as peculiar…
a. Our children should be peculiar in the sense that, among a rebellious and wildly disrespectful generation our children are nothing of the sort…
b. Our parents should be peculiar in the sense that they will not tolerate their children to act disrespectful toward their elders either against themselves or toward others.

I. A spirit of disunity among brethren: “…all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous” (3:8)
1. We are called to be peculiar from the world in another sense…how we treat our brothers and sisters in Christ.
2. People ought to look and see how we respond to one another’s needs (illness, hardship.  Even helping one another in day-to-day affairs)
3. It is a shame when brethren cannot get along or are not mindful of one another’s needs.
4. Peter tells us that we show the world that we are peculiar…that we (among all of the masses of the world) are Christ’s people by the way that the world sees the unity among us (we could learn a lesson about how the Amish work together in this regard…and we see the Amish as a peculiar [different] people, do we not?
5. If we are tenderhearted and courteous with one another as we ought to be, the world will also see us as peculiar through the absence of …

J. Proud, haughty attitudes: “…all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.’" (1 Pet. 5:5b)
1. How do others see us? Do they hear us gossiping, backbiting or saying unkind or unflattering things to one another?
2. Do they see power struggles within the church?
3. Do they observe people consumed with pride, puffed-up against one another?
4. Or when others see us do they see a humble group of people looking to serve their neighbor?

Conclusion:
1. We’ve pointed out several ways in which the world ought to see us as very different people…a peculiar people.
2. We can teach others about Christ and we can tell people that being a Christian is all about change, becoming a new creature in Christ, and that Christianity is attractive because it is a positive alternative to living the way the world lives.
3. We can tell them that…or we can TELL THEM AND SHOW THEM THROUGH OUR ACTIONS. 
4. Many people may look at those who claim to be Christians and see that they appear to have no different focus or see them living any differently than almost anyone else in the world.
5. As Christians, it is not our job to blend in, but to STAND OUT!

Invitation:
1. What I am about to share with you is a peculiar message.
2. Many in the world claim to be Christians, but they claim one can be a Christian without doing anything peculiar.
3. God has some peculiar commands for those who would become His child: H-B-R-C-B-LR
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