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“Are You Peculiar?” (Part 2)
(1 Pet.)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, July 3, 2011
Scripture Reading: Tit. 2:11-14
Accompanying Song: #401 “Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims”
Subject: Christian Living
Objective: To help the Christian to realize that part of their faith includes becoming very different from those in the world around us and to help the Christian to feel comfortable in being so. In this lesson, we will examine several of the things the Christian WILL be doing that will make us peculiar according to several passages in 1 Peter.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\60_1Peter\1PetAreYouPeculiarPart 2.docx

Introduction:
1. In our first lesson we discussed what it means to be “peculiar” (1 Pet. 2:9)

2. Shel Silverstein – one of my favorite poets (fun)
a. Mr. Silverstein often writes of things that are peculiar
b. One poem I enjoy: The Toy Eater
You don’t have to pick up your toys, okay?
You can leave ‘em right there on the floor,
So tonight when the Terrible Toy-Eatin’ Tookle
Comes tiptoeing’ in through the crack in the door,
He’ll crunch all your soldiers, he’ll munch on your trucks,
He’ll chew your poor puppets to shreds,
He’ll swallow your Big Wheel and slurp up your paints
And bite off your dear dollies’ heads.
Then he’ll wipe off his lips with the sails of your ship,
And making a bur pity noise,
He’ll slither away-- but hey, that’s okay,
You don’t have to pick up your toys.

3. Shel Silverstein’s creatures he imagines  are good examples of things that we might think of as being “peculiar.”
4. Did you know that the Bible speaks of the Christian and describes us as people who should be known as being “peculiar”?
a. The word “peculiar” is often thought of as a negative connotation.
b. Not so as it applies to the Christian: Carries with it every indication that the Christian will be very different from the world in several ways.
c. The world has lots of pressures that cause us to want to conform to be like the rest of the world.  Therein lies our problem.  Refusing to conform to the world can cause us to feel stress, fear, rejection, loneliness and a whole host of other emotions.
d. Satan wants us to conform to the world!  But the faithful Christian will not conform to the world.
e. Peter has listed several of the ways Christians will find themselves to be different within the pages of 1 Peter.

5. In our first lesson, we listed several ways that the Christian would be different by pointing out the things that Peter mentioned that would be absent in the life of a faithful Christian.

6. In this lesson, we will point out several things that Peter mentions that will be PRESENT in the life of a faithful Christian.

Body: 

I. The Faithful Christian Will Be “Peculiar” (In Things Present From Our Lives):
A. A Sober Attitude “…gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:13)
1. Isn’t that probably one of the biggest problems we encounter with folks today…the fact that they are simply not serious enough about their salvation?
2. Many people give their eternal destination little consideration (they are not serious, sober)!
3. Sadly, many do not get serious enough about their eternal state until facing serious health problems or some other tragic event happens in their lives.
4. Even sadder is the fact that many Christians do not truly get serious about their faith until they see that the end is near.
a. Have had more than one remark to me that they hope they have done enough to make it to Heaven!
b. Some people get so busy with the affairs of daily life that they never get serious about study, prayer, spiritual growth, worship, etc.
c. Some are not serious enough to take a stand for their faith when error confronts them.
5. Do you have an attitude that is peculiar from the world? Are you REALLY SERIOUS about your faith?

B. A Hunger To Know And Understand The Word Of God 
1. We are told to: “…desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2)
2. Later Peter adds: “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God…” (1 Pet. 4:11a)
3. Three attitudes seem to be addressed in these statements:
a. A hunger to know what the word says…
b. A desire to speak only what it says (and nothing OTHER THAN what it says)
c. And a desire to use those truths to grow spiritually.
4. Declining attention spans:
a. Ages past: 2-3 week gospel meetings
b. First century Christians had a hunger to hear the word: Ac. 20 Paul was preaching – lasted until midnight… Eutychus fell from the window and was injured/killed. Paul raised him/healed him. Paul continued preaching until daybreak.
c. We see several examples of how Christians were involved in spiritual activities DAILY:
i. They worshipped together (Ac. 2:46) “…continuing daily with one accord in the temple…”
ii. They ate together (Ac. 2:46) “…breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart” 
iii. They obviously spent time together (Ac. 2:46)
iv. They evangelized, because people were being saved daily (Ac. 2:47) “…he Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
v. There was daily teaching (Ac. 5:42 - apostles) “…daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”
vi. There was daily study (Ac. 17:11) the Bereans “…searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”
vii. There was daily encouragement (Heb. 3:13) “exhort one another daily, while it is called ‘Today,’”
viii. There was daily debate, exchanging of ideas 
a.) Paul “reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.” (Ac. 17:17)
b.) (Ac. 19:9) Paul “…the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.”
ix. They were focused on the benevolent needs of others every day (Ac. 6:1) “…a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.”
x. They were focused on the spiritual every day (1 Cor. 15:31) “…I die daily.”

d. Yet today, I have heard Christians complain about meeting on Wednesdays, that week-long gospel meetings are too much (people’s lives are just too busy, I’m told), that thirty-minute sermons are more than people’s attention spans can bear!
e. When we want less study, less worship, shorter spiritual activities so that we can depart and fill our afternoons with worldly affairs, are we headed in the right direction?
5. What is your attitude toward the word of God?
a. Are you meticulous in your studies to assure that what you know is the absolute truth? Could you confidently defend what you believe, if need be?
b. Sadly, some are content to believe things that are not even found in the word of God (Book of Mormon, praying through to salvation, etc.)
c. Do you use an anylitical mind to be certain you believe only what the Bible says, and not merely what you HAVE BEEN TOLD IT SAYS or WHAT YOU WANT IT TO SAY?
6. What are you doing each day to ensure your spiritual growth?
a. Do you pray throughout the day? Do you pray for wisdom?
b. Are you reading, studying and meditating on those things?
c. What are you doing to exercise your faith?

C. Obedient To The Word Of God:  
1. Obey: the idea of knowing what to do and then putting that knowledge to practical use.
a. It is quite one thing to know the truth. It is quite another to obey it. 
b. It is quite possible for one to know the truth and never obey it.
2. Examples:
a. The fellow who says he knows he SHOULD go to church, but has never done so…
b. The Christian who knows that they have a responsibility to share the truth with their friends and neighbors and yet never mentions the gospel to them.
3. Have you been obedient to the truth? A true Christian is peculiar (peculiar from others in the world, unique even from disobedient Christians that surround them because they do these things and others like them.

4.  “…you have purified your souls in obeying the truth …” (1 Pet. 1:22) which is the word of God “…born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (1 Pet. 1:23)
a. A lot of people understand that we must be “born again” in order to be saved because of Jesus’ statement that he made to Nicodemus (Jn. 3:3)
b. What many people fail to realize is that this rebirth comes about “through the word” (learning it and applying it to our lives)…it is through learning to live according to this word that makes a Christian “peculiar”
5. Have you been “born again” through the word and does that rebirth make you a very unique individual among those in the world?

D. Living our lives as though we are a “spiritual house” a “holy priesthood” offering up “spiritual sacrifices” (1 Pet. 2:5) and “royal priesthood” A “holy nation” and “his own special people” (1 Pet. 2:9)
1. Symbolism: 
a. Spiritual house has reference to a temple (1 Cor. 6:19)
i. Temples are considered holy, sacred places where the presence of God can be contacted.
a.) Do you keep your temple (your body) pure, holy and sacred so that the Spirit can dwell within you…
b.) …or have you become so corrupt that the Spirit cannot remain in you?
ii. “holy priesthood” 
a.) Priests also had to keep themselves holy (remember Nadab & Abihu [Lev. 10] who were disobedient). Are you qualified to offer up “spiritual sacrifices” (1 Pet. 2:5)
b.) ) and “royal priesthood” A “holy nation” and “his own special people”

E. Submission to those who have rule over us “…be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable… (1 Pet. 2:18-19a)
1. Sometimes we disagree with our employers. Sometimes employers treat employees unfairly.
2. In such cases, it might be tempting to resist and make life difficult for our employer…even justify our actions because of our religious convictions.
3. Instead, though all other employees might become insubordinate, the Christian should be peculiar …found doing their job to the very best of their ability.

F. Working together in marriage:
1. “Wives…be submissive to your own husbands…” (1 Pet. 3:1) “…being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.” (1 Pet. 3:5b-6) 
2. “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel…” (1 Pet. 3:7)
3. We live in a world that views marriage as something less than a lifelong commitment.
a. When financial stress hits the family…when couples no longer feel strong feelings of infatuation for one another…when small annoyances are allowed to become major differences…
b. In our modern era, when the going gets tough, it’s time to quit. 
c. The Christian ought to be peculiar in this area.
4. While the Christian’s marriage is not immune to the very same problems that those in the world experience, a faithful Christian will choose to work out their differences with their spouse, rather than allowing those differences to destroy their marriage.
5. Peter mentions that the Christian has a secret weapon that those in the world do not possess: Christian marriages are preserved through an attitude of spiritual togetherness: “…as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” (1 Pet. 3:7b); Husbands and wives… 
a. Pray together…
b. The reason that they do this is because they view themselves as “heirs together” (in other words, the tougher things become in the marriage, the more committed they become the one another because they understand that there is something much more important than their individual happiness in the marriage…husbands and wives are a spiritual team, working together to help one another achieve the goal of Heaven.
c.  When most people in the world would give up, a Christian marriage is made of people who will determine to work harder to work out their problems (a peculiar behavior compared to many people in the world).
d. Christians OUGHT to have the lowest divorce rates!

6. Leading by example: wives are told that they may convert their husbands through their very conduct when Peter instructs them, “…even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.” (1 Pet. 3:1b-2)
a. Some people have the attitude that what they do or the way they behave does not affect anyone other than themselves.  Nothing could be further from the truth.
b. What about marriages that take place when one or both parties were not spiritually strong?  Do Christians have a right to divorce if one refuses to accept the faith?  Certainly not!
c. Sometimes preaching is not the best approach to convert someone.  Some people simply will not listen.
d. Here, Peter encourages wives to live a peculiar life.
i. When they see her faith…
ii. …and they see that faith affecting every aspect of her life (making her a rather peculiar person in comparison to the world)
iii. She has a chaste conduct.  
a.) Some marriages in the world are characterized by plenty of drama because of the infidelity of husbands and wives.  If
b.) Though other husbands might have to worry about their wives being unfaithful, the husband of a faithful Christian wife knows that he need not worry at all (husbands, this ought to apply to us equally as well)!
e. It is by living this peculiar life, but a wife may win her husband to Christ, simply through her conduct.

G. Persecutions:
1. We fear being different for the various forms of persecution it may bring about, but the faithful persecution can expect persecutions. (Have you been persecuted for your faith? If not, why not?)

2. We will be unique because of the persecutions that we endure: “…do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you” (1 Pet. 4:12)

3. We will be unique because of how we and you are those persecutions: “…rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. (1 Pet.  4:13-14)

4. Faithful Christians can expect persecutions.
a. Why? (Jn. 3:19-21)
b. To stand for the truth, and live a faithful life and adamantly insist that the Christian lifestyle is the only right lifestyle, is to condemn others in the world who do not practice such things.  This condemnation will, by nature, caused others to hate us.
c. But the Christian will not only be unique because of the persecutions that they endure, but also because of how they endure those persecutions…

H. A willingness to suffer for doing good: “And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. ‘And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’ But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” (1 Pet. 3:13-17)
1. If our faith is as strong as it should be, we simply exercise our faith, and do not fear those who might do us harm because of it.
2. Fear can be a hard thing to overcome, but the key to overcoming fear seems to be hidden within this passage: “…do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’ But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you…”
3. There seems to be two things that Peter offers as advice to remain faithful, in spite of the fear that we may feel when persecuted by others:
a. By keeping the saving Christ in our hearts…
b. By being “ready to give a defense to everyone” (that means we have studied and are knowledgeable of God’s word)…
4. Has fear overcome your faith?  Do you fear what others might think say or do to you?
a. Study
b. Use the word to develop your faith within you.
5. A Christian is peculiar because they are not afraid when others around them and the world would be.  It is not because they’re fearless, it is because of their faith that they have taken strides to develop over time.

Conclusion:
1. In our lessons we have seen things that make a Christian peculiar…
2. Things that will be absent from the life of a faithful Christian…
3. As well as things that will be present in the life of a faithful Christian.
4. Do these characteristics describe who you are?
5. If not, we need to begin striving for them.

Invitation:
1. As has already been stated, sometimes fear can prevent us from doing things that we ought to do…
2. Being peculiar can, in several ways, make us different from the world and, when we become different, we might be treated as a bit of an outcast.
3. As has already been stated, to fail to develop these qualities would be a sin (failing to aim for the lofty goal that the Lord has set for each one of us). 
4. We might feel safer for the moment, blending into the world…
a. Thinking like those in the world…
b. Living like those in the world…
c. Acting like those in the world…
5. Remember, when we sin, we are at war against our own souls (1 Pet. 2:11).
6. Though acting like those in the world might make us feel safer for a time, we are actually waging a war (doing harm to) our own souls.
7. To live in fear and blend in with the world ought to be the most frightening thing of all…seeing that our soul is in danger.
8. So the very thing that preserves us (shelters us from persecution and ridicule) in this world is the very same thing that may cause our soul to be lost in the world to come!
9. Come out of hiding!
10. Be the peculiar person the Lord wants you to be…H-B-R-C-B-LR
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