1Cor9_24-10_13TheImportanceofFaithfulness
“The Importance of Faithfulness”
(1 Cor. 10:1-13)

Scripture Reading: Mat. 25:14-23
Accompanying Song: #231 “Faith is the Victory”
Subject: Faithfulness
Objective: To help the listener to understand that God requires complete faithfulness in every area of our lives and to ignore/willfully overlook one area is tantamount to the mistake Israel made that caused them to be lost.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\New Testament Sermons\46_1Corinthians\1Cor9_24-10_13TheImportanceofFaithfulness.docx

Introduction:
1. Welcome. Glad to be here once again – welcome members, Prospect, sorry for inconvenience but grateful the flood waters washed you our way.

2. (Title) Based upon 1 Cor. 9:24-10:13 Lesson of faithfulness – badly needed in the church at Corinth; badly needed within the church today!

3. It is possible for a Christian to fall away. In Mat. 10:22, Jesus warned that only those “who endures to the end will be saved.” By implication, those who do not endure = lost!

4. Rarely, if ever, does one fall away from the Lord overnight. As the old saying goes, “People leave the Lord long before they leave the assembly.”

Body: 
I. Falling Away: The Obvious and the Not-So-Obvious
A. Falling away is a danger to the Lord’s people 
1. Many obey  the gospel but some do not remain faithful.
2. I have had more than one who was baptized and then were hardly ever heard from again.
3. Often difficult to know how to help these people. Reason: many drift away from the Lord quietly, never ask for help 
a. Encouraged by our brother who came forward this a.m.
b. He has asked for prayers of saints – he needs this and MORE – needs us to approach Him, work with Him and work together to help him through His struggles
i. We cannot afford to take An “I’m sure he’ll be o.k. attitude about this!
ii. His eternal soul is on the line!
c. Fortunately, he was brave and wise enough to admit when he was struggling and asked for help.
d. If we were all honest, there ought to be a lot more asking for help!
i. Our fault or theirs? 
a.) Do we make them feel as though we will not help, not trustworthy, will use it as a weapon against us? Should not be true of us!
b.) Is it their fault that they have not mustered the courage to bring their sin to our attention?
c.) If either true, we need to resolve it.
ii. If you are struggling w/son tonight we want you to know we are here to help and assist you any way we can! Don’t put off reaching out – your eternal soul at stake!
e. Sadly, most struggle with sin quietly, trying to overcome it on their own, forgetting that we are told to bear one another’s burdens and Gal. 1:1 tells us “…if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness…”
f. Some seem to struggle, be weak in their faith (but how can one be sure)
g. Helpless feeling for the faithful – to watch someone who is lost, yet believes they have nothing that is wrong – what are we supposed to do? (Difficult to speak to a Christian you know and love and don’t want to hurt their feelings or cause them to get upset…)

B. Falling away. Easy to see with some, not so easy to see with others: 
1. I believe some think that as long as someone continues attending the assembly faithfully that they are almost certain to be faithful (but I have found this to be most untrue)
2. The falling away of some is visible:
a. Those who are not here or the Christian who comes to worship whenever it suits them…
b. Others reveal their apathy by showing so little interest in spiritual things 
i. These are the people who talk, text or sleep during the lesson…
ii. These are the people who could make it, but people you never see at gospel meetings, prayer meetings or special studies – they just aren’t interested
c. Some demonstrate their unfaithfulness through an obvious lack of Bible knowledge, though they have been Christians for many years…
d. Still others refuse to take part in the local work and expect others to carry the brunt of the load…
e. A few find little more that they can say other than to complain…even have the audacity to complain about the work others are doing while they themselves do nothing!
f. Those who discourage their brothers and sisters in Christ through gossip/slander…

3. The falling away of some Christians is not so obvious to all…
a. Those who secretly engage in sin…trapped in the snares of sin but continue to attend services…(Psa. 90:8)
b. Those who put up a veneer (they are one thing on the outside but quite another within)…
i. People who appear have their head bowed in prayer but within their mind is elsewhere…
ii. People who like to listen to gospel sermons but rarely put them into practice…
iii. People who sing songs of praise with their lips but not from the heart…
iv. People who say they want the truth but when challenged and asked to study and consider that they might be mistaken they get upset when they struggle to find reliable support for what they believe…

C. If the Christian can fall, then we need to do all that we can to in order to prevent that from happening to us.

II. God Blessed Israel, Similarly to the Way He Blesses Us Still Today (Read 1 Cor. 13:1-4).
A. God blessed Israel w/blessings to care for their physical and spiritual needs. Today, as Christians, we have received even greater spiritual blessings than they!

B. V. 2 God delivered them from Egyptian bondage and from the hand of Pharaoh as he pursued them (Ex. 14:30ff). 
1. This is similar to the way God has made a way through Christ today to lead man out of bondage to sin (Rom. 6:17).
2. The bondage God has delivered us from is far worse bondage than Israel suffered!

C. V. 2 God permitted them to be baptized “into Moses”
1. Moses typified Jesus in the Old Testament Moses even prophesied that the Messiah would be like himself! Deut. 18:18 says: I will send them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will tell him what to say, and he will tell the people everything I command.
2. To be baptized into Moses was to be considered His disciple which was a great honor. The Pharisees considered themselves Moses’ disciples (Jn. 9:28).
3. In like manner today man can be saved by being baptized to become a disciple of Christ (Gal. 3:27).
4. Just as it was a great honor for the Pharisees to consider themselves a disciple of Moses, how much more of an honor is it for us to be privileged to call ourselves disciples of Christ?

D. V. 3 Just as the Israelites were led by God into the promised land by a pillar of cloud (Ex. 13:21), today He still leads His people into our promised land which is Heaven.

E. V. 4 God gave them food and drink in the wilderness.
1. In like manner, today he has given us Christ who is the Bread of Life who has water that He can give so that we will never thirst (Jn. 6:35).


F. God did his part – He had blessed them, probably beyond any other nation.
1. The blessings that Israel enjoyed were but a shadow of the blessings that we enjoy today!
2. God has done his part for us- (Eph. 1:3)

III. The Unfaithfulness of Israel
A. In spite of all God had done for them, Israel fell into unfaithfulness (Read 1 Cor. 10:5-10)
B. It is easy for us to look back upon Israel and be critical of their behavior:
1. Did not trust in God – believed the 10 spies who said it would be impossible to enter the  land of promise and the Lord condemned everyone over 20 years of age (except Joshua and Caleb) to die before they could enter the promised land and they wandered in the wilderness 40 yrs. until their bodies were scattered in graves all across the wilderness.
2. They became involved in idolatry, sexual immorality, grumbling and complaining against God…
3. And instead of appreciating the salvation the Lord had given them, they serve as little more than examples not to be followed for generations to come!
4. We could look at all God did for them and shake our heads in disgust wondering what they were thinking…while all along God has given us blessings that far exceed theirs and yet we allow ourselves to drift off after the same things.
a. We may not have believed the spies and feared waging the warfare to enter the promised land saying “we can’t win”…but have we been too afraid to witness to  our neighbors saying, “we can’t win their minds for Christ.”
b. We may not have committed idolatry just as the Hebrews did…but do we have greater faith in doctors than in prayers and in bank accounts more than the providence of the Lord?
c. We may not have committed sexual immorality in the same manner as they have, but rest assured, the warmer months to come will test where our eyes and our minds will go!
d. We may not grumble about the lack of meat to eat as they did, but we will grumble at God that His blessings are not good enough…
i. That there is not enough rain or too much rain. 
ii. That the weather is too hot or it is too cold.
iii. We complain about gas prices and forget to be thankful that we even have a vehicle.
iv. We will only see weeds instead of flowers and grass. 
v. And we will complain we have an ache or a sniffle when we ought to count our blessings that we have not been diagnosed with a terminal illness!
5. The question I have for all of us to think about is what will your legacy be?
a. Will it be a legacy to live after, someone to be like…
b. Or will our fate be the same as the Israelites? 
c. Will you appreciate the blessing that God gave you?

IV. Encouragement to Be Faithful
A. As Paul began this chapter he began with the word “moreover” which indicates that Paul is building upon a thought that he has already expressed.

B. In his letter to the Corinthians Paul has already mentioned how we ought to conduct ourselves in order to keep from becoming a negative example of unfaithfulness…

C. (Read 1 Cor. 9:24-25)
1. Paul says it is not enough to merely run the race.
a. It is possible to run in a race without truly competing.
b. Have you ever witnessed a sports team that came to play, but not to compete?
i. ESPN has a list on their website of what they call the biggest Beatdowns in sports history, listing the largest upsets of all time. On that list are: 
a.) Secretariat destroys the field at the 1973 Belmont Stakes by an astonishing 31 lengths to win the Triple Crown ... A performance so dominating spectators were weeping in the stands. 
b.) Tiger Woods wins the 2000 U.S. Open by a mind-boggling 15 strokes.
c.) 1940 NFL championship: Bears 73, Redskins 0. The Bears had 501 yards of offense, intercepted eight passes and officials had to ask Bears coach George Halas to run or pass for the PAT on the team's final two scores because so many balls had been kicked into the stands.
d.) Mike Tyson knocks out Michael Spinks, who had never been knocked to the canvas in his career, in 1 minute, 30 seconds.
e.) 1996 Fiesta Bowl: Undefeated Nebraska wipes out undefeated Florida 62-24, rolling up 624 total yards, to win the national title.
f.) Super Bowl XX: Bears 46, Patriots 10.
g.) Tiger Woods shoots 18-under par to win the 1997 Masters by a record 12 strokes.
h.) Rangers 30, Orioles 3
ii. I am not trying to take away from the talent of the winning players but one has to wonder if in every case they were really that good, or were their opponents truly prepared for competition?
2. Paul said if you want to win the greatest championship of all – the prize of salvation, “Run in such a way that you may obtain it.”
a. Boxers who miss their intended target end up swinging at mere air – leaves with it the idea of one who is going through the motions of competition but not truly accomplishing anything.
b. Although the boxer may swing with all his might, if his aim is not careful, His opponent still wins.
c. The same is true for the Christian who is merely going through the motions.
3. Are you suffering from spiritual apathy?
a. Paul’s solution: Discipline yourself and bring your being into submission!
b. Paul does not want to merely go through the motions – not become a preacher who preaches the truth but who himself is disqualified.

D.  (Read 1 Cor. 10:11-13)
1. Paul is saying you can do it! There is no struggle, no temptation you cannot overcome (no excuses).
a. God is your protector – He will not allow you to be tempted in such a way so that you cannot help but sin.
b. God will provide the way of escape - Just like a fire escape, you will burn up inside the building if you don’t use it. 
2. The way of escape is mentioned: the words of God:
a. “These things happened to them as examples” 
b. What Paul is telling you is that God has again blessed you by providing you all the tools in order to know what to do – examples to follow(Paul) and examples to avoid (ancient Israel).
3. Paul also warns against overconfidence, saying “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”
a. Paul is speaking to those of us who hear a sermon like this and say to ourselves, “This lesson does not apply to me.”
b. He is cautioning those who think of others when they think of those who are unfaithful. Paul is insinuating that each one of us ought to examine ourselves and ask the tough question: “Where am I unfaithful? Where do I need to discipline myself and bring myself into subjection to the Lord?

Conclusion:
1. Have you been as faithful to the Lord as He wants you to be?
2. Everyone has areas they need to improve upon. What areas will you resolve you are going to start disciplining yourself to do today?
3. Don’t count them to be a small thing.
4. Don’t you think Israel considered their sins to be insignificant when they were doing them? (Do you think people would still sin if they really knew and believed that they were going to be eternally lost for doing them?)
5. It is so easy for us to become complacent and think that God will overlook our disobedience to Him.

Invitation:
1. If you have heard this lesson and realize that you have fallen short of the Lord’s expectations, there is no other time to correct those wrongs than right at this very moment.
2.  We rarely see people coming forward and asking to be saved or for the prayers of the saints these days. Why is that? I doubt that it is because we are all spotless from sin! Could it be that we are more afraid of what others will think of us than we fear disobedience to God?
3. If that is the case, then we need to change the way we think.
4. If you have been disobedient to God and need to repent now is your opportunity.
5. If you have never obeyed the gospel, likewise the time is now, do not wait one more second if you have not H-B-R-C-B-LF.
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