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“Becoming All Things to All Men”
(Mat.17:24-27; 1 Cor. 9:19-27)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans, Oct. 9, 2011
Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 10:31-33
Accompanying Song: (none)
Subject: Evangelism, Conversion, Example
Objective: To see the need to relate to others when trying to convert them in stead of expecting them to relate to us!
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\46_1Corinthians\1Cor9_22BecomingAllThingstoAllMen.docx

Introduction:
1. Insect world fascinating
a. Chameleons: some of God’s most interesting creatures
b. Chameleons best known for its unique ability to change colors to adapt to its environment (See pictures) - adaptation
c. Part of its survival mechanism – to camouflage itself 
d. Its ability to camouflage itself: dual purpose
i. Helps it to avoid predators.
ii. Has another helpful use - also helps it to sneak up on its prey.
iii. To put it another way, it has the ability to approach its prey without causing it alarm.

2. In a sense, the Christian is supposed to adapt to be like the Chameleon or these other camouflaged insects.
a. Just like the Chameleon has the ability to relate itself to his surroundings…to approach its prey without scaring it away…
b. The Christian needs to develop the ability to relate to the people they encounter without causing them alarm. (Title Slide) 

Body: 
I. Becoming All Things to All Men (READ 1 Cor. 9:19-27)
A. Notice Paul spoke of becoming all things to all men. Why? Two reasons:
1. He tells us six times in five verses one reason why he became all things to all men: 
a. “that I might win the more” (v. 19)
b. “that I might win the Jews” (v. 20)
c. “that I might win those who are under the law” (v. 20)
d. “that I might win those who are without law” (v. 21)
e. “that I might win the weak” (v. 22)
f. “that I might by all means save some.” (v. 22)
g. So the real reason Paul became all things to all men was in order that they might be saved!
2. The second reason is because sharing the gospel was part of what Paul had to do be faithful – in order to be saved. Notice again why he said he became all things to all men:
“Now this I do for the gospel's sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.”
a. Paul saw sharing the gospel as an important part of what it meant to be a faithful Christian!
b. Explains why he said what he did in the following verse:
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. (1 Corinthians 9:24 NKJV)

B. How are you doing in this area? Are you sharing the gospel as you should?

C. Maybe we ought to back up a bit and qualify what Paul was saying, and what he was not saying when he lead by example stating how he became all things to all men.

II. What Becoming All Things to All Men Means (and What it Doesn’t)
A. What “becoming all  things to all men” does not mean:
1. Some have taken the idea to an extreme.
2. Some have suggested that what Paul meant is that whatever people may believe, we must accept them as they are and adapt to worship and believe as they do. In other words, everyone has a right to believe as they wish and God accepts us all.
3. This extreme view is not  what I am advocating.
4. Becoming all things to all men does not mean compromising in the realm of morality or doctrinal integrity!
5. Jesus never taught that doctrine doesn’t matter, hence His comments at Mat. 5:19.
6. When Jesus disagreed doctrinally with His contemporaries, He did not hesitate to correct them or challenge them:
a. Mat. 5:21 Jesus knew some people taught that murder was wrong. It was but it began with a wrong attitude to start with so He said, "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.” (Matthew 5:22 NKJV)
b. Again, some teachers taught against adultery (and rightly so) but Jesus added demonstrating that adultery began long before the bed – it began in the heart which is why He said “whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Mat. 5:28)
i. When the religious leaders complained that Jesus’ disciples had not washed their hands before they ate bread.
ii. Of course these “traditions” had nothing to do with the written law. McGarvy has this to say about the traditions: “Belief in the tradition of the elders was the fundamental peculiarity of the Pharisaic system. They held that these traditions, or oral expositions of and additions to the law, were revealed to Moses along with the law, and were communicated by him orally to the elders of the people, by whose successors they had been handed down through each successive generation. They regarded these traditions as equal in authority with the written word.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  ] 

iii. Jesus, again, points out their inconsistency and hypocrisy. 
a.) Although they insisted that a supposed unwritten part of the law must be followed (their traditions), they did not insist that the written part be kept (the part they knew for certain was law)!
b.) They allowed a man to forego taking care of his parents, even to the point of letting them starve, if he had promised to give this gift to God (i.e. to place it into the temple treasury or, if it were an animal that might be used to be slaughtered to feed his parents, he might claim it was to be offered as a sacrifice to God).
c.) Jesus explains the foolishness of such reasoning:
i.) They were arguing from the position that the disciples were defiling themselves by eating with unwashed hands.
ii.) Such could not be substantiated by scripture, only by traditions that Jesus obviously did not endorse, therefore they were not from God.
iii.) It was not eating with dirty hands that defile a man, Jesus explained, but what comes out of a man, or, in other words, when he speaks and exposes himself to have a corrupt, disobedient heart that cares nothing of serving the Lord!
d.) But I want you to notice what Jesus was not saying: He was not saying it was o.k. to break the law! In fact, it was breaking the law
c. The point is this: Jesus never hesitated for a moment with regards to confronting others who had the wrong idea about something, whether it be that their attitude  or understanding was wrong, Jesus addressed the issue just as it  needed to be addressed.
d. Does that mean that He was impatient, and short or unkind  with all people who were not godly? No, he became all things to all people.


B. What Becoming All Things to All Men DOES Mean
1. When Paul of becoming all things to all men, as we have already stated, he had a purpose in mind – he had made an intentional mental effort to  bring others to the saving gospel that he had received.
2. Jesus  

III. Those Who Became All Things to All Men
A. Paul:
1. Never Eating Meat Again (1 Cor. 8:1-13)
a. Paul has just described a scenario where meat has been offered to an idol (sacrificial offering). 
b. Such meat was sometimes then sold in the marketplace
c. Now the Christian knows that, although these meats were offered to a false God (which is really not a God at all).Therefore, eating the meat, in and of itself is not a sin.
d. However, if the eating of this meat emboldens your weak-minded brother to somehow stumble, thinking that you are in some way condoning or participating in a false religion, then notice what Paul says we should be willing to do for our brother (1 Cor. 8:13).
e. Would not this same attitude apply to all we were trying to  make stronger in Christ?
2.  Lesson:
a. Serving others may require self-sacrifice
b. May require being the bigger person!

B. Timothy: 
1. Timothy circumcised (Ac. 16:1-3). 
2. Titus not circumcised (Gal. 2:3-5).
a. Why?
b. To remove stumbling block for Jewish brethren.
i. In Timothy’s case, he was half-Jew and speaking to the Jews as a faithful Jew would be a difficult barrier for him to overcome if he were not circumcised – no Jew would consider him a legitimate, faithful Jew if he were not circumcised according to the law.
ii. In this case, Timothy did so just to remove any unnecessary stumbling blocks that might prevent the Jews from hearing (and accepting) the message of the gospel.
c. In Titus’ case he was Greek. 
i. Circumcising him would have sent the wrong message. 
ii. In that day there were many Jews who felt that Christians must keep parts of the law of Moses in order to be saved (cf. Ac. 15).
iii. Included in this they were trying to compel many Gentiles to become circumcised.
iv. If Paul would have had Titus circumcised, it would have sent the wrong doctrinal message – it would have sent the message that Paul endorsed what the judiazing teachers were teaching.
3. The point is this: Timothy was circumcised to become all things to all men – he did what he could (without compromising morality or truth) to be able to relate to and convert non-believers.

C. Jesus: (Mat. 17:24-27)
1. Paying the Temple Tax
a. Setting: Capernaum, a city where Christ and His disciples spent a considerable amount of their time.
b. Peter is asked by the collectors of the temple tax if his Master was going to pay the customary temple tax.
c. There doesn’t seem to be anything sinister in the question because it was common for Rabbis to claim exemption from the tax. Though Jesus may not have been a “mainstream” Rabbi, the collectors may have been curious about whether or not Jesus was going to pay the fee.
d. This tax was generally paid once per year by each person at the Passover, but collections were made in Palestine and abroad a month earlier. [endnoteRef:2] Therefore it is highly probable that this event takes place shortly before Passover. [2:  
] 

e. When asked, Peter quickly replies “yes” to indicate that Jesus would pay the tax. However, when He enters the house, he learns he may have spoken too soon. Had Jesus been asked directly, His answer may have been different.
f. Jesus asks a question, and that question seems to be designed to remind Peter who He was…the Son of God. 
g. The point Jesus is trying to make here is just as kings do not tax their own sons, so also the Son of God should be exempt from taxation for His Father’s house.
h. Apparently this inconsistency hadn’t even dawned upon Peter!
i. However, Peter has already spoken and said Jesus would pay the tax. 
j. So Jesus agrees to pay the tax.
k. Apparently, not having the money he tells Peter to go to the sea, cast in a hook, take the fish that comes up first and within its mouth he would find a gold coin to pay the temple tax.
l. Did you notice why Jesus agrees to pay the tax? Because he does not wish to offend them!
i. He knows He is the Son of God.
ii. Peter knows that as well.
iii. He should not have to pay it.
iv. They could simply explain this to the tax collector, and not pay it, right? Wrong!
v. Right now, that is too much for tax collector to accept or understand right now.
vi. So, rather than offending this man or those he would report to, Jesus takes the high ground and pays the tax.
m. Jesus was trying to become all things to all men. In fact Paul (and others as well) tried to become all things to all men.
2. Jesus ate with sinners and tax collectors
a. Jesus was criticized on more than one occasion for associating with sinners and tax collectors (Mk. 2:16).
b. There was a method to His madness – a purpose for doing so (Lk. 15:1)!
c. I wonder if some Christians would tolerate Jesus being the preacher in their church?
i. In some congregations, I believe if the word got out that the preacher was frequently associating with sinners and prostitutes he might be removed of his responsibilities within a congregation rather  quickly.
ii. Who do you associate with?
iii. I am afraid a number of Christians only associate with other Christians or those they feel comfortable being around.
iv. Are we reaching out to the people who struggle with sin the most…the people who have the most sin/trouble in their lives or do we just stay in our safe little circles?

IV. How to Become All Things to All Men (4 Secrets of Paul from 1Cor. 9:19-27)
A. Become a Servant to Others (1 Cor. 9:19)
1. Jesus came to earth not as a priest, a judge, or a king but He took upon Himself the role of a servant.
2. He did so that we should follow His example. How are you doing with  that? 
3. When He taught us, “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness”, He taught us that the most important thing in life is to serve:
a. Ina world full of people serving themselves…
b. We are to serve God...
c. …and to serve others, that is why Paul said “I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more”(1 Cor. 9:19)
4. What Paul is teaching is if we desire to be the Lord’s church, we need to be a church of slaves:
a. People who think of the needs of others
b. People who put the needs of others before themselves
c. When we try to serve others, so much changes about ourselves.
i. Worship – not just about ourselves but about serving God and worshipping  Him while we teach, admonish and edify others!
ii. Bible study – sometimes you may see me make comments in Bible class that seem elementary – things that someone who has been a Christian for a number of years ought to know and may not be particularly needful to review but I make those comments because there are others in our study that may be hearing those things for the very first time!
iii. When we speak to others, it does not just become a conversation about us but about others
iv. How many people are you serving?
v. In what meaningful way have you gone above and beyond to do something really different for other people to let them know that you care about them and how concerned you are about them?
5. One thing you might consider about a “servant”- a servant serves!
a. If there is anything this church needs are more servants!
b. Servants are not just pew warmers who refuse to do anything. 
c. Everyone can do a little, no matter how little that might be!

B. Build Relationships With the Lost (1 Cor. 9:19-22)
1. Paul did not discriminate – he tried to reach all different sects of people on all levels
a. Gentiles – these are like our friends/neighbors who almost nothing about the true God
b. Weak – these are the people who may know some but lack conviction, need encouragement, need greater understanding
c. Jews – these were people who knew God yet had the wrong Idea  of what it meant to serve Him – this is like our religiously divided world – lots of people who have a great knowledge of the Bible, zealous toward God but lack understanding in some areas.
2. The lesson: 
a. We need to stop assuming that if people want to be saved that they need to come into the doors of this building.
b. We need to be seeking relationships to encourage them!

C. Don’t Allow Differences to Become Barriers (1 Cor. 9:19-22)
1. Did Paul have differences between himself and some people he was trying to convert? 
a. Absolutely! He spoke to Jews, Gentiles, and the weak.
b. Did he allow those differences to get in the way? No! Rather, he adapted, just like the chameleon!
2. Notice Paul’s statements:
a. “to the Jews I became as a Jew” (1 Cor. 9:20)
b. “to those who are under the law, as under the law” (1 Cor. 9:20)
c. “to those who are without law, as without law” (1 Cor. 9:21)
d. “to the weak I became as weak” (1 Cor. 9:22)
3. Notice that Paul didn’t say, I am a Jewish Christian and if they couldn’t see things my way I wrote them off and went on to someone else who wasn’t so pig-headed and stubborn.
4. What was Paul saying?
a. We use an old Indian phrase, “Never judge a man until you have walked a mile in his shoes.” (In other words, don’t judge someone until you know where they are coming from).
b. Another way to put this might be to say that we need to learn to speak their language…understand what it is like to be them…learn their interests, their concerns, their needs…and work from there.
5. Different people need different messages. 1 Jn. 2:13

D. Live as an example (1 Cor. 9:27)
1. Notice that Paul is saying that he was careful not to merely preach a good message, but to live it!
2. There are a number of preachers out there today (myself included) that need to put this to practice better!
3. Preaching the gospel is much more than an academic exercise where we learn various verses so that we know the answers to Bible trivia games. It is more than learning the answers to win an argument!
4. It has often been said that the best sermons  ever preached are those that are lived!
5. Somehow we feel that in order to convert others we need to possess a doctorate of divinity from some theological seminary – hogwash! 
6. If you want to reach others, you need to show them what being a Christian means
a. When they are sick, no one else may have come to visit them, but you did
b. When they were lonely and felt forgotten and neglected, you showed that you cared!
c. When they needed help they didn’t even need to ask and you did it.
d. When their friends or family are sick or in need, you show your concern just having heard of them!
e. When they think of a Christian they should know no one who lives their Bible better than you do!


Conclusion:
1. People in the world may be self-absorbed, serving only themselves. Ask yourself, “How am I any different?”
2. We need to become all things to all men.
3. You might recall when Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.
4. Serving others involves getting up and learning to take an interest in others and serve them.

Invitation:
1. Have you become all things to all men?
2. Before you can become all things to all men you need to become a Christan…
3. H-B-R-C-B-LR
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