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“Are You Ignorant?”
(2 Cor. 2:3-11)

Times & Locations Preached: Orleans July 10, 2011
Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 2:3-11
Accompanying Song: # “Be Strong & Courageous”
Subject: Satan
Objective: To prepare the listener to prepare to defend themselves against the advances of the devil.
Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\1 My Documents\1 Christian Topics\Bible Teaching Materials - New & Improved\Sermons\Textual_Sermons\New Testament Sermons\46_1Corinthians\1Cor2_11AreYouIgnorant.docx

Introduction:
1. The church of Corinth had its problems. In fact, there is a problem in almost every chapter of the first letter:  
a. Divisions in the Church (1 Cor. 1:10-13) 
b. Reliance Upon Worldly Wisdom and it’s Affects Upon the Church (1 Cor. 1:17-2:16) 
c. Carnal-minded attitudes (1 Cor. 3:1-4) 
d. Immorality within the Church (1 Cor. 5:1-13) 
e. Suing One Another in Courts (1 Cor. 6:1-8) 
f. Fornication (1 Cor. 6:15-20) 
g. Marriage and Divorce (1 Cor. 7:1-40) 
h. Problems Related With Meats Offered to Idols (1 Cor. 8:1-13) 
i. Potential Problems With Collecting Funds for Needy Saints (1 Cor. 9:1-5)
j. Problems Surrounding the Roles Men and Women in Christ's Church (1 Cor. 11:1-17) 
k. Problems With Abusing the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:20-34) 
l. Problems Surrounding Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12:1-31) 
m. Lack of Love (1 Cor. 13:1-13) 
n. Problems Surrounding Speaking in Tongues (1 Cor. 14:1-40) 
o. Wrong Teaching About the Resurrection of the Dead (1 Cor. 15:1-58) 

2. (2 Cor. 2:3-11 READ) Paul warned the Corinthians in his second letter to them reminding them to cling to Christ, be obedient to Him, and forgive others warning them, “ lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. (2 Corinthians 2:11 NKJV)

a. As Christians, we are not supposed to be ignorant of Satan’s devices!
b. Title slide question?
i. Might seem like an offensive question at first, Paul says need not be.
ii. Some view ignorance as offensive term, meaning “stupid” (not the real meaning of the word)
1. W.E. Vine describes this word “…denotes ignorance on the part of the Jews regarding Christ, Ac. 13:17; of the Gentiles in regard to God 17:30; Eph. 4:18 (here including the idea of willful blindness: see Rom. 1:28, not the ignorance which mitigates guilt…”
2. Therefore it is not that men do not have the ability to know Satan’s devices, if we are ignorant, it is because of our own lack of investigation into God’s word!

3. Illust.
a. Bodily harm – we are not ignorant of how others might hurt us (hit us with car, gun, club, knife, rope, etc.) – our knowledge of such tactics alerts us when someone might hurt us (confronted with a weapon, we prepare to defend ourselves)
b. Likewise, if we
i. Unfortunately, we are not familiar with the spirit realm like we are with the physical
ii. Therefore the Holy Spirit warned men through inspiration of Satan’s devices, of which Paul states that we should not be unaware.

4. How one becomes ignorant: willful lack of knowledge of the word.
a. Why study so important – it is through study that we learn of Satan’s devices
b. Again: Are you ignorant? (If so, hopefully you will not be by the end of our lesson for today!)

Body: 
I. How People Perceive the Devil
A. Bible speaks of him as a real, literal being.

B. Many people in modern times have very different view. The Barna Group, Ltd did a study in 2009 surveying people who identified themselves as Christians.
1. 1, 871 people surveyed
2. Four out of ten Christians (40%) strongly agreed that Satan “is not a living being but is a symbol of evil.” An additional two out of ten Christians (19%) said they “agree somewhat” with that perspective. 
3. A minority of Christians indicated that they believe Satan is real by disagreeing with the statement: one-quarter (26%) disagreed strongly and about one-tenth (9%) disagreed somewhat. 
4. The remaining 8% were not sure what they believe about the existence of Satan.
5. Inconsistency: About half (47%) of the Christians who believed that Satan is merely a symbol of evil nevertheless agreed that a person can be under the influence of spiritual forces such as demons.

C. Do you believe that Satan is real/exists?
1. Nothing in any Bible verse indicates the mention of Him is intended to be allegorical/symbolical
2. Before you answer, try asking yourself these questions:
a. What are you actively doing to protect yourself from him?
b. What ways have you surmised that he may be trying to attack you in your life?
c. What doors of opportunity have you left open in your life for him to enter?
d. Are you engaged in sin (are you currently struggling with sin)? If so, do you simply see that as something you are tempted to do or do you see that as a victory Satan has won in your life?

D. Herein lies the problem: If we don’t really believe Satan exists, how will we protect ourselves against His advances?

II. Satan’s Objective: To Destroy the Soul of Man
A. The first thing to understanding someone is to learn their nature.
1. CSI detectives have what they call “profilers”
2. A profiler is a criminologist who studies a criminal's behavior for clues to psychology to aid in capturing them.
a. They have noticed that certain types of criminals often tend to have similar character traits 
b. From these traits they are able to guess the type of lifestyle, social behavior, profession, etc. a criminal they are looking for may have.
c. Fortunately, by knowing the nature of Satan’s devices, in a sense we know his “profile”

B. Nature of Satan described in the following phrases used to describe him:
a. “The Ruler Of This World” (Jn. 12:31)
i. Quite Literal (Mat. 4:8-9)
a.) Could not offer these to Christ if did not belong to Him
b.) Christ did not refute fact that Satan could offer them
b. “The God Of This Age” (2 Cor. 4:4) - One with great influence over our era
c.  “The Prince Of The Power Of The Air” (Eph 2:2)
i. This phrase is used to describe a being that lives in the air (i.e. like a spirit being)
ii. Describes his nature of invisibility from those in this world
iii. Also hints that Satan might be present anywhere at any time.
iv. Remember Mat. 4 when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness) – shows that Satan can even be present where Jesus is present (could be listening, scheming among us at this very moment)
d.  “The Dragon, That Old Serpent, The Devil” (Rev. 20:2)
e. “That Wicked One,” (1 Jn. 5:18)
f. A Serpent (Gen. 3:1-7; 14-15)
i. Serpents lie low (covert attack)
ii. Some are camoflauged (blend in well with environment so as not to alert/alarm their prey)
iii. Sly, patient – wait for just right time to strike
iv. Completely, but slowly devour their prey – deadly!
v. The serpent in garden was cunning (deceived Eve, made sin seem attractive – good salesman; Would you listen to a serpent?)
vi. Satan’s plans not revealed until too late (consequences cannot be undone)
g. “A Murderer” (Jn. 8:44)
h. "Beelzebub" the “ruler of the demons” (Mat. 12:24)  or "Belial," (2 Cor. 6:15)
i. Beelzebub and Belial were false gods
ii. The lowest of false gods, as Beelzebub was the God of a dung beetle.
iii. In other words, he is likened to a false God.

C. Thus, all of these phrases teach us that Satan does pose a threat!
1. Just like we mentioned that some disbelieve in Satan today…
a. Some might doubt that Satan has any power over us today.
b. If true, then several things would not make sense in the Bible if Satan could not cause us harm. Why are we warned about him causing us harm?
i. (1 Pet 5:8)
a.) "A roaring lion"  
i.) Tan in color – blends in w/environment making prey feel safe when in reality great danger very nearby (Satan tries to blend in, make his intentions unknown.)
ii.) Stealthy – lion almost among the herd before he attacks (This is where we should expect to find Satan at work [not outside in world – he already has them!] )
iii.) Wears down prey – runs w/it until exhausted, then attacks
iv.) Chooses to attack young & weakest from herd (like Satan picks one who is spiritually young, immature or sick)
v.) Ruthless – will not stop attack (True of Satan as well.)
vi.) Lethal – hunger not satisfied until prey is dead
b.) An “adversary” (would not be much of an adversary if he could do us no harm)
c.) “walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
i.) He is seeking us out
ii.) He is dangerous
iii.) For those he captures, the result can be deadly!
ii. Satan is able to afflict the saints in the church (Rev. 2:10)
2. Satan attacked Job in ways Job would not have been able to perceive it was Satan
a. By causing what is described as “fire of God” falling from Heaven (seeming to indicate God was to blame which is a lie)
b. Thus we learn though Satan might be responsible, he wants us to blame it on something else
i. Bad luck
ii. Turn us against the Lord
a.) Ever seen someone whom something horrible has happened to them and they wandered aloud, “Why has God done this to me?”
b.) Remember, Satan works secretly, subtly, he is sly and cunning. God may not be the one to blame!
c. Brings us to the next one of Satan’s devices we should not be ignorant of…

D. Since we understand his goal, if we are o defend ourselves, we need to be aware of the devices he can use against us.

III. Satan’s Devices
A. Lies:
1. Described as "a liar" (Jn. 8:44)
a. The devil’s very character is to lie.
b. Those who practice lying or embrace disbelief in Christ are thus referred to as the children of the devil.
2. "The accuser of the brethren," (Rev. 12:10)
a. Satan is like the “prosecuting attorney” before God 
i. Making every accusation and plea before the Lord why we should not receive salvation
ii. Will Satan have enough evidence on the day of your trial before the Lord to win a conviction?
b. Opposite of Christ and the Holy Spirit (like our defense attorneys)
i. Christ died to save us (1 Jn. 2:2), took our place; makes intercession for us (Heb. 7:25) 
ii. Holy Spirit our intercessor who intercedes for us in prayer according to Rom. 8:26
3. Lies can keep us from caring about this issue:
a. Satan won’t hurt me
b. I always have tomorrow/another time
c. It is boring/unimportant
4. Satan uses those lies to deceive others (2 Cor. 11:3)

B. Physical harm (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7)
1. Satan was allowed to cause all forms of hardship and hurt in the life of Job, a man described as “blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.” (Job 1:1)
2. Yet Satan was allowed to attack this faithful man. “‘…the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.’…” (Job 1:12 NKJV)

3. Throughout the book, Satan was allowed to cause Job suffering through:
a. Loss of 
i. His riches
ii. Livestock
iii. Loss of servants
iv. Sons and daughters
v. Satan’s attacks caused Job’s wife and friends to turn against him
vi. His house
vii. His health

C. Fear
1. Has Satan defeated you and kept others in sin by causing you to fear sharing the gospel with others?
2. What things should you be doing that you are not because of fear (i.e. do you share the gospel and speak against error)? 
i. How about even to family members and those around you that mean the most to you?
ii. If not, might that be an indication that you really don’t believe that they are in danger of going to Hell and aren’t in danger of suffering eternal punishment? 
iii. Might it be an indication that you really don’t see these things as though Satan has control over their lives?
b. Why would it be that if an invader came into our home and threatened those we love that we would do everything in our power to protect them…but when Satan has threatened to take their souls we calmly stand by and watch it happen?
c. How many of us have been shocked by the sudden death of a loved one (Ex. Kito).
d. Fear: 
i. Comes as result of fearing that they will no longer befriend us, fear of confrontation, etc.
ii. Have we looked at this fear from the proper perspective?
a.) If they become upset with us for sharing the truth and trying to reach out to help them…
b.) …wouldn’t it be more appropriate to see their anger as proof that Satan has them blinded?
c.) Who, if they understood the truth, would be upset that someone is trying to help them see that we are trying to save their soul.
iii. Proper understanding of someone responding negative to the truth (why do they lash out at us?)
whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. (2 Corinthians 4:4 NKJV)
 
But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. (1 John 2:11 NKJV)

a.) People caught in this world are blind to what is happening to them (only understanding the truth helps them to see)
b.) Illust.
i.) Worked w/mentally handicapped.
ii.) Some would become angry at times and attempt to harm themselves or others.
iii.) Their actions were sometimes irrational
iv.) Cannot be angry with them  - they do not truly understand what they are doing. Do not understand how things are.
c.) IIllust.
i.) Baby – cries out in church
ii.) Need to be quiet so people can hear, pay attention.
iii.) Cannot be angry w/baby – they don’t understand.
d.) Same true of those who do not have God as the compass of their life
i.) If truth offends, it is because they simply do not understand
ii.) Spiritually immature
iii.) Blinded by darkness of this world
e. Proper perspective on fear (not fearing telling the truth): “So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?" (Hebrews 13:6 NKJV)

D. Preachers
1. Preachers sometimes placed on too high a pedestal sometimes give them too much trust (may even feel comforted by a degree or title they hold)
2. Catholics revere the Pope as “infallible” (no man is such - Rom. 3:23 all have sinned)
3. We are warned about some preachers (2 Tim. 4:3-4)
4. Yes, Satan can even use the man in the pulpit to mislead you! (Now are you seeing how crafty he is?)

E. The Members of the Church (2 Ways Satan Can Use Christians to Do His Bidding)
1. When Paul, in 1 Cor. 5, addresses a situation where a man who is involved in an adulterous relationship with his father’s wife (presumably his stepmother) and instructs the Corinthians to deliver him to Satan and keep no company with such people.
a. When the apostle wrote the second letter, in the second chapter, the apostle Paul seems to be addressing the same issue with fellow in 1 Cor. 5 who was involved in this adulterous relationship with his father’s wife. 
b. In the beginning of 2 Cor. 2 Paul is encouraging them to forgive and comfort and reaffirm their love for the man who was involved in this sin  lest he be swallowed up with too much sorrow (v. 7-8).
c. Here, it is plain to see that Satan can even benefit from, otherwise faithful believers!
d. We can aid him by shaming people into leaving the Lord.
i. All sin (Rom. 3:23)
ii. We are instructed how to deal with those willfully engaged in sin who will not relent. Paul told them:
But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner--not even to eat with such a person. (1 Corinthians 5:11 NKJV)

iii. Sometimes, if we are not careful we might become guilty of shunning those involved for too long. This seems to be the case, and that is why in 2 Cor. Paul has to now instruct the brethren saying, 
so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. (2 Corinthians 2:7-8 NKJV)

iv. As Christians we need to consider this carefully…are we less forgiving than the Lord (1 Jn. 1:9)?
v. We must be cautious that, when a brother/sister in Christ has sinned that we 
a.) Deal with it in such a way to let them know that we are doing what we are because we care for their souls and the soul for others surrounding them (that we cannot tolerate it per Gal. 5:9). Tolerating sin encourages others to do likewise (1 Cor. 15:33).
b.) When that person has stopped sinning and shows fruits worthy of repentance (Mat. 3:8), then just as the Lord promises to forgive us of our sins, we likewise need to forgive others (Mat. 6:14-15). 
vi. If we are not careful, even though someone may be repentant and willing to return to the Lord, we may ourselves discourage them from taking that step.
vii. Be careful that Satan does not use Christians to KEEP OTHERS FROM CHRIST!
2. The second way is somewhat related to what has just been said:
a. If we go too far the other direction…and allow sin/disobedience to exist among us…
b. As we said a moment ago, sin breeds more sin.
c. The prophet Ezekiel was inspired by the Holy Spirit to condemn the nation of Israel for cozying up with and approving of sins of the nations of Samaria and Sodom. The Lord told the Israelites this:
"that you may bear your own shame and be disgraced by all that you did when you comforted them. (Ezekiel 16:54 NKJV)

d. If Satan is allowed to infect those in the congregation with sin and those in the congregation are willing to tolerate it, then Satan can again use the very church that is designated to save souls to destroy them!
e. WE CANNOT TOLLERATE SIN AMONG US. DOING SO MAKES THE LORDS BODY A TOOL OF THE DEVIL!

IV. What Satan Tries to Get us To Do With His Devices
A. Number One: Get us away from the church
1. Last thing he wants us to do is to go somewhere we will gain faith (Rom. 10:17 We hear the word while with the church)
2. There is a benefit of being part of the church (Ac. 2:47)
3. How does he get us out?
a. Fostering prejudiced ideas – encouraging us to pass judgment upon matters without giving proper examination.
b. Believing lies
i. All churches are equal (no matter what people believe, teach and do all will be saved)
ii. Merely believing in Christ saves (you can do what you want – don’t need to be obedient! Cf. Heb. 5:9)
iii. Worship is not necessary (you don’t need to meet with the church, worship as commanded Heb. 10:25)
c. Baptism not necessary (Do not believe 1 Pet. 3:21 which says baptism saves us. Instead, believe the man who explains this verse away into meaning nothing!)
d. Sprinkling/pouring is baptism (Believe those who tell you that it does not matter that the word baptism means “immerse” “to dip or to plunge” and Romans 6 that describes it as symbolic of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ where the old man of sin dies resurrected to live a new life is unimportant.)
e. Procrastinate (Believe that small voice in your head that tells you to ignore the words of Ananias who asked Paul why he was waiting – to arise and be baptized to wash away his sins. Ignore the Philippian jailor in Acts 16 who saw such an urgency to be baptized that he and his family were baptized sometime after midnight.)

B. Number Two: Satan wants to use his devices to get you back into the world.
1. Demas returned to the world (2 Tim. 4:10)
2. Love not the world (1 Jn. 2:15; Jas. 4:4)

V. How to Protect Ourselves From the Devices of the Devil 
A. (Eph. 6:11-18) God has given us armor (Are you wearing it?)
B. The word of God is the source of all of these things.
C. The sword our very weapon of defense against him
1. Those who are ignorant of the word are therefore defenseless
2. Makes our interest in the word and study of it very important!
D. Must not merely know it, but must submit ourselves to it if we are to overcome Satan’s devices (Jas. 4:7)

Conclusion:
1. Hopefully through our lesson:
a. We have learned a few of Satan’s devices so that we are not ignorant of them…
b. We will cautiously consider how he might be trying to influence our lives and others around us…
c. We will see the need and take action to arm ourselves with the word of God.
d. Additionally we will learn to see resistance against the truth as a symptom of those blinded by Satan and worldliness rather than an intentional attack against us.
2. Remember to study and grow your faith so that Satan’s devices will not bring you harm!

Invitation:
1. The one assurance Satan has to insure you will be lost is to keep those who have never obeyed the gospel from ever doing so.
2. Those who have never obeyed the gospel demonstrate, according to their own actions that they are ignorant of Satan’s devices.
a. Either through disbelief that Satan could harm them…
b. Or through denial that their time on this earth could end at any time!
3. One more time I ask, “Are you ignorant?”
Michel D. Mahler		Page 1 of 11

