1Cor1_14-17ThankGodIDidNotBaptizeYou
“I Thank God I Did Not Baptize You”
(1 Cor. 1:14-17)

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 12:12-20

Accompanying Song: #x “Are You Washed In the Blood?”

Subject: Baptism

Objective: To demonstrate that Paul was not diminishing the importance of Baptism in his statement in 1 Cor. 1:14, 17

Location: C:\Users\Mike\Documents\My Documents\Christian Topics\Bible Study & Materials\Talks\Power Point Presentations\Textual Lessons\New Testament\1 Corinthians\1Cor1_14-17ThankGodIDidNotBaptizeYou.docx

Introduction:
1. Imagine that you were part of a group that was headed for Bedford.
a. Several vehicles in your caravan.
b. Many vehicles are transporting children, but you and a friend are the only two riding in your vehicle.
c. [Slide: Picture of Auto Accident] As you head north, you are suddenly struck by another car. It is a terrible wreck and you are both injured badly.
d. Later, looking back on the wreck, you think of how much worse things could have been.
e. After all, it could have been one of the vehicles carrying children that were struck and one of them may have been severely hurt or worse yet, killed.
f. You speak to the others who were traveling in the caravan and remark, [Remarks on slide] “I am glad none of you were transported by me!”
g. What is the meaning of your statement?
i. That it is not necessary to travel to get to Bedford…
ii. …or that you are thankful you were not the one transporting any other, lest some harm may have come to them?”
iii. Obviously, the second is true [check mark slide].

2. Many react negatively when told that the Lord’s command to be baptized must be obeyed in order to be saved.

3. Reject idea that God requires baptism; Many arguments offered; One such argument from Paul’s statement made in (1 Corinthians 1:14-17) “I thank God I baptized None of You…For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”
 
4. Some have concluded from Paul’s statement that baptism is not essential to salvation.

5. We will examine that in this lesson…

Body: 
I. Remember Paul’s Plea:
A. How it began: with a plea for them to act with the same mind and the same judgment, speaking the same things.
1. Only way that can be accomplished is being united through the written word, united in Christ.
2. So, what does the word say?

B. Key to understanding the passage of 1 Cor. 1:14-17 is context.
1. Recall earlier illustration about the car wreck: The church of Corinth was a bit like a bad car wreck, so far as churches were concerned.
a. Tolerating immorality (man having relations w/his father’s wife: 1 Cor. 5)
b. Brethren suing each other (1 Cor. 6)
c. Concern about married couples keeping their marriage vows (1 Cor. 7)
d. Brethren doing things that they knew violated their brother’s conscience, such as the eating of meats offered to idols (1 Cor. 8)
e. Concern about their struggle with idolatry – Paul warns them in 1 Cor. 10
f. Incorrect conduct during the Lord’s supper
g. Biggest problem they faced was one of disunity: the Christians were divided into factions: some calling themselves of Paul, others of Cephas, still others of Apollos.
h. Reminds one of the disunity witnessed among people who call themselves “Christians” today. 
i. One says, “I am a Catholic!”
ii. Another states, “I am a protestant!”
iii. Still another says, “I am not part of a denomination.”
i. Disunity: Major problem among all brands of believers today.
i. Cannot agree upon many doctrines – many items of controversy.
ii. Sadly, we cannot even agree upon what is necessary to be saved!
iii. We have strayed from the standard that tells us, the Bible!
a.) Instead of asking for a “thus saith the scripture” for all that we believe…
b.) …many have turned to:
i.) “I am of baptist theology…”
ii.) “…I am of Catholic theology…”
iii.) “…I am of church of Christ theology.”
iv.) Lining up with a particular group. Majority rule does not make something right.
· Majority of Germans believed in the mass murder of millions during WWII.
· (Though not the majority) an overwhelming number of people in this country believe there is nothing immoral about homosexuality or the murder of babies during the abortion process.
· A large number of Americans commit fornication and consume alcohol and abuse drugs on a daily basis.
· Since large numbers of people do these things, even if the majority of people did them, does that make them right?
· It doesn’t, does it?

C. What about when the majority of those professing to be Christians, when they say it is not necessary to be baptized?
1. Ac. 18:1, 5
a. When Paul was there, did he testify that people should be followers of himself?
b. Certainly not! He testified that Jesus is the Christ!

2. After all, didn’t Paul say he was glad that he hadn’t baptized any more than a few? Didn’t Paul say that the Lord did not send him to baptize?
a. Consider the context of such statements:
i. 1 Cor. 1:10-13
a.) What troubles Paul is that the Corinthians are not professing to be followers of Christ, but rather followers of men or those who baptized them.
b.) Corinth had developed “preacher-itis”
c.) Paul does not want to be pulled into to become part of this mess…part of the reason people are divided…Paul does not want people to profess being converted to Paul to follow him, but Paul’s goal was to convert others to follow Jesus Christ and to be a follower of Him…
i.) Not a Paulian…
ii.) Not a Apolonian…
iii.) Not a Cephian…
iv.) …but a Christian!
ii. Seems that these men were calling themselves not followers of Christ, but followers of the men who converted them! In order to be called after Paul (1 Cor. 1:13)....
a.) …Paul would have had to been crucified for them…
b.) …they needed to have been baptized in the name of Paul…
c.) Neither were true. Therefore, they were merely Chiistians
iii. Yet people were calling themselves after Paul and the other men who had taught them. To that, Paul says, (paraphrasing) “If that is what you brethren are doing, I want to be no part of it. In fact, I am glad I did not baptize many of you so few of you will be calling yourselves a follower of Paul. Christ sent me to teach people to follow Him.”
iv. (1 Cor. 1:14-15) Lest anyone say that he was baptizing in HIS OWN NAME.

b. We need to be cautious that we do not think too highly of men (1 Cor. 3:21-23).

II. The  One Doing the Baptizing is Unimportant
A. Some have wrongfully accused me of believing that one must be baptized by a member of the church of Christ in order for a baptism to be valid and a person to be saved. (Untrue)

B. Some have asked me in the past if I would accept a baptism performed by someone else (i.e. the baptist church, etc.)
1. When we ask things such as “Who baptized you” we are asking the wrong questions (matters not WHO).
2. Important questions are: 
a. Why were you baptized (i.e. What did you believe your baptism was for Ac. 2:38); remission of sins
b. Into what were you baptized (Ac. 2:47); the Lord’s church, not to acquire membership into some denomination
c. When (how old were you) when you were baptized (adults only subjects recorded in scripture cf. Ac. 8:37 “if you believe… you may”)
d. By what method were you baptized? (Ac. 8:38-39); sprinkling, pouring, immersion?

3. Nothing but following the Biblical pattern will save us (Tit. 2:7-8; 2 Tim. 1:13); Timothy never heard Paul tell others to be sprinkled or have water poured upon them in order to be “immersed” (true meaning of the word baptism.


III. Not That Paul Considered Baptism Unimportant (Paul’s Preaching Resulted in Many Baptisms)
A. Paul even recounted some in his letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:14)

B. Paul, while preaching in Corinth (Ac. 18:8); Crispus and his household and “…many of the Corinthians” 
1. “Many” were baptized…
2. Though Paul personally baptized few.

C. “But,” someone may argue, Paul said, “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel…” (1 Cor. 1:17)
1. Paul’s role was one of an apostle which literally means “one sent”; his role was to proclaim the gospel.
2. Paul’s purpose: to get people to the point of baptism
3. Though his preaching did result in baptisms and submitting to the will of God and doing it was important, it was not imperative that Paul himself actually performed the baptisms.

D. Question: If it matters who DOES the baptizing in order for the baptism to be valid, how could one ever know if their baptism is valid?
1. I might baptize someone, but my heart might be secretly black as sin and you are simply unaware?
2. Question: For so long as Phillip and the Ethiopian knew each other in Acts 8, how could the eunuch know Phillip’s heart?

E. Question: Where in all of scripture is the emphasis EVER placed upon the one PERFORMING the baptism rather than THE ONE BEING BAPTIZED?

F. Question: If Baptism is not necessary, then why do it at all?

Conclusion:
1. As we can see from our lesson, Paul was not downplaying the importance of baptism…
2. Rather he emphasized his importance as an apostle and was glad that he personally baptized few, because of the problems that later arose in Corinth.

Invitation:
1. If you would be called a Christian…
2.  Nothing more…neither Catholic, neither Protestant nor Jew…
3.  Then in order to do so, you must be willing to do just as those who obeyed Paul’s preaching did (many who heard were baptized).
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