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“Perfectly Joined”
(1 Cor. 1:10-17; 3:1-9)

Scripture Reading: Rom. 12:10-16

Accompanying Song: #x “Love One Another”

Subject: Unity

Objective: To stress the necessity and importance of unity among God’s children.
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Introduction:
1. Have you ever observed bees? Interesting.
a. Live in highly organized groups called colonies
b. Typical small colony of honeybees: 20,000 bees
c. God designed them: all have their own function	
i. Only one queen
ii. Hundreds of drones
iii. Thousands of worker bees
d. Every bee knows and does their job: 
i. Queen: Her job to lay eggs and give life to the colony; works tirelessly – she can lay up to 1,500 eggs/day
ii. Drones: job is to mate with the queen so that she can produce eggs
iii. Workers: job is to feed the newborn bees when they hatch: tirelessly gathering nectar and pollen. They  turn nectar into honey and feeding it to the colony; Worker bees must visit over 4,000 flowers to produce one tablespoon of honey; Pollen is eaten as well as a source of protein. In the process of all of their work, they pollinate fruit trees and other plants as well.
e. How do they accomplish s	uch a task? (How would you provide for 20,000 other people if it were your responsibility?) Must communicate!
i. Understand the key aim (common goal) of the colony: survival
ii. Bees communicate w/each other by using dances; Particularly they communicate about food.
iii. Sounds from the bees movement is picked up by hairs on the bees heads.

2. Amazes me how much we (Christians, collectively the church) are like a colony of bees.
a. Entire survival of the colony depends upon three things: 
i. Every one has a common goal
ii. Every bee does their job
iii. Communication
b. When these things are in place, the colony thrives, living in harmony; if not, it perishes

3. Paul made similar statement in 1Corinthians 1

Body: 
I. Sectarianism Is Sin
A. Church of Corinth had its share of problems Paul will go on to list.
1. The church at Corinth is struggling with:
a. Tolerating immorality (man having relations w/his father’s wife: 1 Cor. 5)
b. Brethren suing each other (1 Cor. 6)
c. Concern about married couples keeping their marriage vows (1 Cor. 7)
d. Brethren doing things that they knew violated their brother’s conscience, such as the eating of meats offered to idols (1 Cor. 8)
e. Concern about their struggle with idolatry – Paul warns them in 1 Cor. 10
f. Incorrect conduct during the Lord’s supper

2. Christians arguing about their allegiance to particular gospel preachers. In the church today we call them “camps” or “denominations”
a. There are arguments like this all around us…
b. Catholic vs. Protestant vs. Non-denominational
c. Even various protestant denominations
d. Progressive and institutional Christians vs. conservative Christians
e. Members of the church – one group believes in one cup, wearing dresses and long hair, no located preachers, etc.
f. Members of the church who take sides on some “brotherhood issue”, taking sides of brother so-and-so because of a particular closeness to him
g. As in the case of Corinth, sometimes these divisions exist between members of the same congregation

3. Easy to look at good teachers of the Bible as though they have done something for us.
a. I feel indebted to a good many men who have had such a talent helping me to learn the Bible.
b. Not to discredit their efforts in preaching/teaching the word, but it is carnal-mindedness to give them the credit. 
c. God gets the credit (verse 9) these are God’s workers, it is God’s field and the result is God’s creation (we are His building). Very little credit due to men and all glory is due to God.
i. If He hadn’t created you, it wouldn’t be possible
ii. If He hadn’t sent His son and made the propagation of the gospel possible…
iii. And if he hadn’t made the provisions for salvation through Christ’s church…none of this would be possible.
iv. Without the Lord, these men would not be accomplishing anything at all!
d. Herein lies the key: a gospel preacher will never take praise unto himself, but defer it all to the Lord. Anything any man can accomplish is only because God has made provisions.

II. Christ is the Authority, Not Men
A. When men are not in line with the word, only other option is carnally-minded attitudes
1. Men fuss, fight, wrangle over personal preferences and things not clearly proven by scripture
2. If it can’t be CLEARLY PROVEN then it should not be contested at all for the sake of unity; pompous, arrogant for me to think everyone has to agree with my opinion.

B. Have you ever witnessed factions in a congregation?
1. Usually not about any doctrinal issue. Often about personality clashes.
2. Corinth has developed into a group of “clicks”
a. They were preacher worshippers: Paul, Cephas, Apollos, Christ
b. Problem: they were not focused on the message the man was delivering, they were endeared and loyal to the man himself!
i. Still happens to this day. 
ii. Once heard a preacher remark his disappointment:
a.) Began work at a new congregation
b.) Taught in Bible classes
c.) Some unattentiive, many would not participate; some never came at all
d.) One day the preacher who had been there before Him came to visit and teach
e.) People attentive, took notes, asked questions
f.) Greatly disappointed my friend 
i.) Man works to prepare a lesson
ii.) Goes unappreciated
g.) They were making a statement that they were not “of him” but “of the former preacher”
iii. See that the well-known preachers fill the house for a gospel meeting while someone less heard of – nobody comes (many of them very good teachers); people enamored by a particular preaching style rather than an interest to merely hear anyone expound God’s truths

3. Not just a “matter of preference”; serious matter; Paul: “I plead with you, brethren…” (1 Cor. 1:10)
a. Carnally-minded brethren need to know that this is not just Paul expressing his opinions, his words carry the authority of the Son of God Himself 
b. Paul resorts to begging: “It should not be so” he says.
c. No small matter: 

III. Blinded By Carnal-Mindedness
A. Paul finds difficulty writing the Corinthians – they are carnally-minded
1. Ever spoken to a carnally-minded person?
2. Have you ever found yourself at odds with someone else about the Bible, not agreeing w/something taught?
a. Possibility exists that they are teaching error. Test: what scripture(s) would be used to CLEARLY refute what he is saying?
b. Be careful not to reject what they are saying just because it is different or because you have never heard it before. (Does not line up with “church of Christ doctrine”); we need to “seek the truth” if we are going to find it.

B. Carnally minded because their allegiance is to a man, rather than to Christ!
1. (1 Cor. 3:5-9).
2. Most would never admit this. (i.e. “I am of Christ, I just like Paul better than Apollos.”) yet Paul calls it like it is.
3. Sure sign of spiritual immaturity; note that Paul will revisit this issue again 
4. Sectarian thoughts are carnal thoughts (1 Cor. 3:1-4)
a. Paul has a problem with his Corinthian brethren. He cannot even communicate with them as he would like to because they are carnal-minded
b. Paul says, who are Paul, Apollos, etc? Are they not all ministers of Christ?
c. Do we really give the credit to mere men? Every man has a part. Paul plants, Apollos waters, but if there is any increase (if anything good comes out of it) the credit belongs to God).
d. Akin to the farmer claiming the ability to make the seed grow. The farmer has no such power. The farmer can plow the ground, plant the seed, even irrigate it but he cannot make the seed grow. That is God’s part. 
i. This is nothing special. God does this all the time through His own natural methods:
a.) Bird eats seed and deposits seed in its droppings or the seed is distributed by the wind.
b.) The seed lands on soil, rains come, plant grows all on its own. 
c.) God does not need us. Before man developed controlled farming, God was making seeds grow on their own.
ii. Makes man pretty insignificant, doesn’t it!

IV. Carnal-minded attitudes bring about division. Spiritually-minded attitudes inspire unity.
A. (1 Cor. 1:11) Contrast clear from Paul’s illustration

B. When witnessing a split/division among brethren one can always place a certain bet that one/both parties lack spiritually-minded attitude.

C. Should be apparent that we do not do things for show here
1. Still, something to be said about the impression we give others when they overhear us being critical or factious with one another (1 Cor. 1:12-13).
a. Gives impression that Christ is divided (i.e. that His people just can’t get along)
b. Gives those in the world ammunition to criticize us: “They claim to be godly Christians but look how they behave. Christianity is nothing but a bunch of hypocrites!” (Can you blame them if we are behaving this way?
c. We are supposed to evangelize to convince and convert the world. Attitudes like this are counter-evangelistic. 
d. Division contrary to the will of the Lord; remember what He prayed for His followers (Jn. 17:20)
e. One way the world knows that we are God’s children is  through our unity (Jn. 17:21-23)
i. Ought to see the church and see a closely-knit group of believers
ii. People who live in harmony and unity with one another to the degree that our example puts those in the world to shame.
iii. People who don’t have problems in their homes like those in the world
a.) Unity in the home: Living by and raising our children by godly standards.
b.) Marriages that last, treating our spouses as we should.
c.) Respecting the elderly, caring for them as they have need
d.) Working out disagreements, not needing to drag our brethren to court to settle legal disputes.
D. One cannot profess to be a Christian and take the issue of religious division and disunity lightly.

V. Paul Offers the Only Solution to the Problem…
A. (1 Cor. 1:10) “Speak the same thing”; How will all agree? 
1. Word of God MUST be our standard, not what mere PROCLAIMERS of God’s word teach about it.
2. Problems with religious division almost always surround what SOMEONE ELSE HAS SAID ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD rather than what the Bible actually says.
3. Bible very clearly spoken in most cases when men will get out of the way and allow it to interpret itself.
4. Peter offers sound advice (1 Pet. 4:11)
a. If you are going to speak, speak “as the oracles of God”
b. If you speak, your words must perfectly align with the scriptures.
c. Opinions ad “I suppose sos” are what they are and should be left in those categories of fanciful thinking. Bear nothing upon what the Bible actually says.

B. If we all resolve to rest upon the same words, then we will have the same mind (1 Cor. 1:10)
1. Conversely, those who have the same mind will likely speak the same things (thoughts are co-dependent upon one another)
2. Mind we are to have (Phil. 2:1-5): the mind of Christ. This mind is a mind of…
a. …love.
b. …affection.
c. … mercy.
d. … unity.
e. …humility.
f. …and selflessness.

C. When we have developed a sense of unity, speaking the same things because we have the same thoughts, then Paul says, we should have the same judgment.
1. Idea that the followers of Christ are united upon the word of God and the word of God alone…
a. …not majority rule.
b. …not the opinions of men.
c. …not in traditions.
d. …not in personal feelings.
2. The church was united in the first century (Ac. 2:44) (“had all things in common”) because (Ac. 2:42) they “continued in the apostles doctrine.” 

Conclusion:
1. When disunity exists, we ought to ask ourselves if we are continuing in the apostles doctrine. If there is disunity, we are not and we need to correct ourselves where we are wrong.
2. Bees know their job. If each one does their job, they ensure the survival of the colony. If not, the colony perishes. 
3. When a congregation of Christians forgets their reason for existing (their goal), then the congregation suffers.
4. Learn a lesson from the bees
a. Worker bees do not resist doing their job and try to take the place of the drones
b. The drones do not try to be the queen
c. The queen does not do the 
5. The colony is successful and survives because they all have the same goal: they are all of the same mind and of the same judgment.
6. Just like our honey bee friends, when we lose sight of our goal: 1) trying to serve the Lord, 2) get to Heaven and 3) help others do the same, then everyone suffers.

Invitation:
1. If you have never become a Christian by repenting of your sins, confessing the good confession of Jesus as Lord and being baptized for the remission of your sins…
2.  Then your sins have created disunity between yourself and God.
3.  If you would rectify that situation today, make your wishes known…
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